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# 
It's not about where you sit, but 
how you live. How you experience 
life, for yourself and with your 


bidt-lale ln 


Best Seat in the House is 
about more than the front row. 


It's about life in front. 
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that experience. Put information, 
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right in front of you... 


and everything else behind. 
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THIS ONE LISTENS. 


THE NEW 2008 FOCUS WITH 
VOICE-ACTIVATED SYNC TECHNOLOGY. 
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*Standard on Focus SES. Driving while distra I in loss of vehicle control. Only use mobile phones and other devices, even with voice commands, 
when it is of the Bluetooth” SIG, Inc. **Standard text messaging 
is ford.enpocket.com/focus. 
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and data rates may apply. Mobile d 








INSTANT POP OMNISCIENCE, IN HANDY FOLD-OUT FORM 











DOWNLOAD THESE 





A 

THE RAVEONETTES 

ALY, WALK WITH ME” 

vce 

“TWo minutes of ghostly 
duetting and biker-gang 
groove—followed by 
three minutes of badass, 
reverb-annihilated 
guitar squall. 


2. 
TRINA FEAT. KILLER MIKE 
“LOOK BACK AT ME” 


(onune} 
A captivatingly weird ode 
to doggystyle lovin’ 









OUTKAST 
“DA ART OF STORYTELLIN' 


PART 4” 


GRAND HUSTLE/ATLANTIC 


More André and Big 
Boi hotness or another 


frustrating 'Kast-reunion 
Answer: Both! 


tease’ 





4. 

THE KILLS 
“U.R.A. FEVER” 
owino 





Rejected titles: “U.R.D. 
Sniffles, “U.R.A. Head 





Cold” and “U.R. 





bola.” 





5. 

THE DREAM 

“FAST CAR” 

er Jant 

From R&B’s plump 
playa, a shameless: 
in tible 
Purple-wear 
is da shit! 








6. 
YUNG RALPH 
“LOOK LIKE MONEY” 
LUMIVERSAL REPUBLIC 

his Dirty South upstart 
mbles money, smells 
like money and walks 





Little-known 
fact: He also tastes, exer- 
cises, washes dishes and 
vacuums like money. 





te 
NADA SURF 
“SEE THESE BONES” 


BARSUK 





Story-referencing guitar 
pop from Brooklyn 
indie bards, 


8. 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
“GIRLS IN THEIR SUMMER 
CLOTHES" 

coum, 

It's winter in New Jersey, 
but the Boss helps keep’ 
warm with visions of 
spaghetti straps and 
short-shorts. 





9. 

NATASHA BEDINGFIELD 
FEAT. SEAN KINGSTON 
“LOVE LIKE THIS” 

wc 

A strange, fizzy team-up 
that sails past cheesy and 
winds up back at totally 
sweet. 


10. 
GRAND ARCHIVES 
“SLEEPDRIVING” 
sua oP 

‘The ex 





Band of Horses 
guitarist unveils his 
new band. Thankfully, it 
sounds a lot like his 

old band. 


Il. 

WU-TANG CLAN 
“CAMPFIRE” 

SSRC/UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 

More proof of the Wu's 
sinister brilliance: They 
make s'mores, bug spray 
and “Kumbaya” sound 
gangsta. 


12. 

ROBYN 

“BE MINE” 
cuennvracénreRscore 

k single 












weden's 
had it for years. Real 
cool, Sweden! 


JACK PENATE 
“AVE I BEEN A FOOL” 

x 

A fey East Londoner says 
he's sorry with sugary 
ska-pop. 


14. 

JASON COLLETT 

“OUT OF TIME” 

ARTS & nats 

A whoo-ooh-ooh-ing 
guitar jam from the 
Broken Social 





15. 

THE WHITE STRIPES 

“IT'S MY FAULT FOR BEING 
FAMOUS" 


THIRD MAN/WARNER BROS, 





BLAQSTARR FEAT. RYE RYE 
“SHAKE IT TO THE GROUND" 
ao oEcenT 

This M.1.A.-approved 
Baltimore tween pumps 
out an unstoppably dinky 
dance instructional. 


17. 

STEPHEN MALKMUS 
“REAL EMOTIONAL TRASH” 
avaoon 

More kooky beauty from 
the Pavement mainman, 


18. 

ASHLEE SIMPSON 

“OUTTA MY HEAD” 

cerren 

Some hummable WTF?- 
pop from Ashlee. 


19. 

TYGA 

“woww" 

omune} 

Lil Wayne loves him. Fall 
Out Boy love him. Emo- 
rap, holler! 





20. 

HOLY GHOST! 

“HOLD ON" 

OFA 

Disco sleaze from two 
“80s babies. 
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WATCH THESE 


PLAY THESE 





ANDY KAUFMAN, 

“I TRUSTED YOU” 
Throwback! In this 
ently unearthed clip 
‘om a 1977 episode 
of late-night TV show 
The Midnight Special, 
comedian, provocateu 
wrestler and Elvis impe 
sonator Andy Kaufman 
turns three little words 





















tive hoedown. 


FLAVOR OF LOVE 3 
Our favorite oversize: 
clock-wearing, Viking- 

helmeted loverman is on 
the hunt once more for a 
soul mate in a house in- 











ed women. For F 
we hope the third time's 
the charm. Premieres 

February 11 on VH1 


into one hilariously repeti- 


ited by 20 open-mind- 
ke, 





SEMI-PRO 


| Will Ferrell does some- 


thing completely unex- 
pected rts com- 
edy. Set in "76, Semi-Pro 
revolves around Jackie 
Moon, an Afro'd singer 
turned basketball-team 
owner/player/coach 
Woody Harrelson and 

é 3000 get in on the 
short-short-clad action. 



































BURNOUT PARADISE 
Burnout Paradise has 
nothing to do with the 
even parking lot—it' 
ad tually a beautifully ren- 
dered street-racing game. 
Compete in a variety of 
automotive challenges or 
just cruise around looking 
for other speed freaks to 
blow away. 











Back that 
"Stang up 


| game that’s more Circus 





SUPER SMASH BROS 
BRAWL 


NINTENDO: Wi 
Mario, Luigi and a few 
non-Nintendo guest stars 
from across the street, 
including Sonic the 
Hedgehog, duke it out 

in a cartoonish fighting 








of the Stars than Mortal 
Kombat. 























20), Portland, Oregon 
(3 3/28 5) and Seattle (3/26). 


Jon Bon Jovi! 
“Invisible 
hump!” 














ill. Check ‘em in 
and Des Moines, 


rock megi 
Vegas (4/ 
Towa (4/20). 
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SEE THESE SPIN THESE 
c 

VAMPIRE WEEKEND | BON JOVI/DAUGHTRY THE COOL KIDS 
Fheieagopap doit preps | Shaciamande youtigand old THE BAKE SALE 

take their breezy concoctions | unite on this workin’-class- Nerd:hae alerti‘Théee 
on the road. Catch them in lerd-hop alert) These 


BMX-loving MCs serve up 





VARIOUS ARTISTS 
BEYOND HAMSTERDAM 


NONESUCH 
As heard on The Wire, 


Baltimore rap at its grimi- 
est. Crushingly bleak social 
commentary not included. 


HOT CHIP 
MADE IN THE DARK 


ASTRALWERKS/OFA 
Metal-inspired synths meet 
a gentle croon on this U.K. 
dance squad's third LP. 


MARVIN GAYE 
HERE, MY DEAR 


ie-osetecr 
An overlooked soul master- 
piece, wrought in relation- 
ship hell. 
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FEATURES 


I56) BRITNEY SPEARS 
Just when you think it can’t 
get any worse, you refresh 
PerezHilton.com and it does. 
The inside story on how Britney 
went off the rails—and how 
friends think she can avoid the 
ultimate meltdown. 


66) Q&A: NATASHA 
BEDINGFIELD 
She may be a good girl, but the 
soulful singer insists she’s a 
great pole dancer who could whup 
Amy Winehouse in a fight. 


69) THE BEST LIST 2008 
We've traveled the globe— 
from Lil Wayne's recording 
studio in Atlanta toa 
government research outpost 
in Antarctica—to bring 
you the finest in music, tech, 
fashion and talking dolls. 


170) BEST ROCK STAR ALIVE: 
LIL WAYNE 
‘The simile-spewing, cough- 
syrup-swilling, incredibly prolific 
rapper is crazy good. Ext 
emphasis on the crazy. 


8) BEST RAP BOOMLET: 
HIPSTER HOP 
The Cool Kids, Kid Sister and 
Santogold rhyme about BMX 
bikes and pedicures. Meet hip- 
hop’s shiny, happy “ghetto nerds” 


80) BEST HEAVY-METAL 
DRUMMER 
It’s Blender’s version of March 
Madness: 32 skinsmen battle 
it out for the title of metal’s 
mightiest thumper. 


90.) BEST MUSIC FESTIVAL: 
ICESTOCK 
‘The coldest, most desolate place 
on the planet is home to the best- 
kept secret in rock festivals. 


BS Acnoy your boss: Watch music videos at Blender.com 
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“YOU PLAY WITH ME, I’LL 
KNOCK YOUR HEAD OPEN.” 
70 
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istens: 


Voice-activated in-car technology | Voice-activates your Bluetooth® phone 





Driving while distracted can result in loss of vehicle control, Even when equipped with voice commands, only use 





Tord | LINCOLN | MERCURY. 


Voice-activates your MP3 player | Speaks 3 languages EXCLUSIVELY ON NEW FORD, LINCOLN AND MERCURY VEHICLES. 


mobile phones and other devices not essential to driving when it is safe to do so. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are trademarks of the Bluetooth® SIG, Inc, 
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6) BLENDER BIBLE 
16) LETTERS 
21) BURNER 
The scary faces of Amy Winehouse 








36) TOP 33 CHART 

40 ) DEAR SUPERSTAR: 
RINGO STARR 
The onetime hard 
talks about 
decades he 


tying Beatle 
s eer—the 
n remember, at least. 










47 


COLLECT CALL FROM: 
PARAMORE 


168 hours with emo’ alpha girl 


52) THE GREATEST SONGS EVER: 
“BORDERLINE” 
Madonna hated this hit, but it made 


her a global 





12 Blender.com 


Paramore’s Hayley 
Williams raids Pete 
Wentz’s makeup bag. 





| 54) ASK BLENDER 





Debbie Harr 
killer? 


Blond 
by a seri 





kidnapped 


120 ) WHO DOES LENNY KRAVITZ 
THINK HE IS? 
The ’60s-loving rocker may have 
retired his bong, but he still abides 
by the principle “Iet love rule” 
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THE GUIDE 


95) NEW RELEASES. 
Cat Power, Sheryl Crow; Hot Chip, 
Jack Johnson and more 


104 ) REISSUES 





106 ) BACK CATALOGUE: R.E.M. 
Charting the course of the Athens, 
Georgia, legends, from college-roc 
pioneers to alt-rock elder statesmen 








109 )LIVE 


Led Zeppelin and the Z100 Jingle Ball 


112) MOVIES 


Paranoid Park, In Bruges and more 


114.) GAMES 
Burnout Paradise and more 





Where to find your favorite performers 
in this month's Blender 
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IN AN ABSOLUT WORLD 
TRUE TASTE COMES NATURALLY 


ALL ABSOLUT FLAVORS ARE 
MADE WITH NATURAL INGREDIENTS. 
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Year of the Fox 
Ican’t think of anyone who deserves 
your Woman of the Year honor more 
than the sexy, talented and hard- 
working Fergie (“Woman of the Year.” 
January/February). But, Blender, 
mustyou constantly dwell on the 
facts that Fergie was a meth addict 
and once wet her pants onstage 
Come on! She’s moved way past 
those things already. 

Christine Green, Sebring, EL 
Interesting letter, but did you know 
that Fergie is a former meth addict 
who once pissed herself onstage? 

















Year of the Dog 
How could you select someone who 
performs tripe like“My Humps” and 
“London Bridge” as your Woman of the 
Year? Why not someone more talented, 
like Lily Allen, Jenny Lewis or even Amy 
Winehouse? I haven'tseen a pick quite 
so lame since Time named “you”as its 
Person of the Year. 

B.Y. Carlson, Mesa, AZ 





Metal Shortage 

Your “25 Best Albums of 
2007" (January/Febru- 
ary) had pretty much 
every kind of popular 
music there is, but there 
was one genre that was 

















i POP STARS were DOGS... 








Send us a photo and tell us which music celebrity your pooch resembles. 
If we print it, you'll win the Coby clock radio with iPod sound system. 











1G “Fee been a player since the age of 2/that's when I learned to walk. grab my eroteh. talk/Do hone themn hw sellers do." 


Fergie's PSA 
for Testicular Cancer 
‘Awareness Month 

proved very effective, 


shockingly not represented atall: heavy 
metal. I’m tired of snooty critics who 
snub metal! Lastyear, Atreyu, Shadows 
Fall, Children of Bodom and 3 Inches 
of Blood—to name just a few—relea 
albums that kicked the asses of pretty 
much every record on your list. 











d 








Swordmaster666, Canton, OH 


Failure of Diplo-macy 
obvious that M.LA. he 
Albums of 2007”) and herex, the produc- 
er Diplo, had abitter breakup, but I don't 
get why she's mad at him fornot saying“a 
word or two in the press” to help her with 
herimmigration problem. I doubt the INS 
would givea shit about the opinions ofa 
relatively obscure producer. 








Fumes Lemanski, Austin, 





Respect! at the Disco 


I'm nota big fan of Panic! at the Disco’ 
wordy brand ofemo, but I gained new 
respect for the band after reading your 
“Inthe Studio” story on them (“Time- 
January/February). Panic!’s Ryan 
Ross proved to bea really good sport 
about being named to your list of “The 40 
Worst Lyricists in Rock” (November). 'm 
sure your No. 1 pick—that si: ting — 
wouldn’tbe quite so gracious. 














Born2run, Waterloo, IA 


The Feist Track to Success 


Thanks foryour excellent feature on Feist 
(“Breakthrough of the Year; January/ 
February). I've been in love with Feist ever 
since I saw her performing as electro-smut 
star Peaches’ sidekick, under the name 
Bitch Lap Lap. Istill find ithard to believe 
that today she’sa huge star whose music 
appears on Grey'sAnatomy. 

Kyle Henner, Winnipeg, Canada 

On top of that, we understand that one of her 
songs is associated with a little-known brand 
of digital-music player. 














“Umbrella” Coverage 

Tenjoyed your piece on the making of 
Rihanna's “Umbrella” (“Song of the Yea 
January/February). [love her version, 
but I can’t help but wonder what it would 
have sounded like as performed by Mary 
J. Blige or Britney Spears, the two people 
the song was offered to before Rihanna. 
Ibet Mary J. would have nailed it, and 
Britney would have turned it to shit, just 
like everything else she touches. 
Storm_king, Florence, SC >> 
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LETTERS 


"Tine Spirit 

is wrong with your writers? They list 
‘ys, Art Brut, the Strokes, Green 
!?) and Pavement (tice) on “The 100 
ver” (Decem- 
ber). But there's no mention of the Liber- 
ines’ Up the Bracket, which Blender once 
gave five stars to! Are you for real? 

Morpiator, DuBois, PA 


















Nerds on an Indie-Rock List? Never! 


After [finished “The 100 Greatest Indie-Rock 
Albums Ever:’ I feverishly flipped through the 
pages trying to find where you hid Wee 
blue album or Pinkerton, Howisitthat not 

one of the Weez’s indie masterpieces made it 
ontoyour list? Say itain’t so, Blender! 

















Tim Curtin, Tallahassee, FL. 
If we said it ain't so, we'd be lying. And, according 


to our crack team of copy editors, grammatically 
incorrect. 


So You Think Rove Can Dance 

T'm upset that Karl Rove’sthe MC Rove came 
in second to Soulj the Crank That (Soul- 
inyour “Novelty Dance of the Year” 
1s’ Poll category (January/February). 
What could be more entertaining than 
year-old doughy white man trying to act hip? 
Terminator3000, Seattle 

Then you're really going to love General David 
Petraeus's the Surge That (Soulja Man) routine 













Cassie, Oh! 

I'm not looking forward to hearing C: 
upcoming album, but based on the smokin’- 
hot pictures of heryou ran (“2008 Rock & Roll 

















Grinder1077, Baton Rouge, LA 


Superhead 

People may call Tila Tequila “a talentless 
whore-slut, he admits to you (“Who Does 
ja Tequila Think She Is?” January/ 
February), but she really is quite talented. It’s 
gotta take a lot of skill to balance that huge 
noggin of hers on her tiny little body! 
Foodfight33, Waterville, ME 




















Yada, Yada, Yada 
Asarabid Seinfeld fai 
the “Love the Drake” headline on your Nick 
Drake bos-set review (“Reissues,” January/ 
February). The episode where that quote 

comes from, “The Handicap Spot” 
4), isone of my absolute favorites! 





really appreciated 











Nathan Goode, Atlanta 
Ifa certain Detroit alt-rock band ever puts out 


a decent album, we've got our headline ready: 
“Sponge: Worthy!” 





LISTEN UP 


‘readers: We 
'e in and tell u 
















vant to hear from you! 
how you really 
SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

r2cents@blender.com, or Blender, 

















BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 2001 





i 
Mark Mites end FUNKMAS' 











SMILE! 























Have a shot of yc 
personal r 
it, you'll win Agent 18's environmentally 
friendly Ei 





a pop star's 
if'we print 





Shield iPod or iPhone case. 





SEND ENTRIES TO: 
superfan @blender.com, 

or Superfan at Blender, 

1040 Sixth Avenue, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018. 





18 “1m outta tuck, ontta tove/Gotta photograph, picture of” 





WIRELESS SYNC 

The new Zune’ 4, 8, 30, and 80 GB. 
Sync your music, pictures, videos, 
and podcasts to your PC, and 

e) share music and pictures from 
Zune to Zune—all wirelessly” 

zune.net 








you make it you 
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HEAVY METAL IN IRAQ // THE CURE // SCARY WINEHOUS 





BREAKING PNEWS AND eUley RUMORS 





Just another 
quiet night at the 
R. Kelly estate. 





The WIZZard 


returns to Chicago for a triumphant live show—and his case's 108th court date 
















“SOME OF YALL wanna fuck!” R. Kelly shouted during the Decem- Kelly’s next homecoming is May 9, when his long-awaited trial 
ber 21 Chicago stop on his Double Up tour, his first performance _ begins—in 2002 he was charged for allegedly videotaping himself 
in his hometown since April 2006. “Y'all heard your boy was _ having sexual relations with an apparently underage girl. But no 
comin’ to the Chi and yall got a new outfit, a $600 wig.” matter what happens in court, Kelly still gets love onstage. Tens 













1 prizefighter _ of thousands of fans screeched at every lascivious tongue flick and 
ing room ina — suggestive lyric. One $100-ticket holder said she doubts Kelly is 
sequined robe. Stalking his way to the stage, which was decked out _ actually on the tape (“you can alter any image”) and even if he is, the 
like a boxing ring, with round-card girls and a boxing announcer, he is just as much to blame. “If you present yourself like a 25-year- 
lit into “The Champ’ his defiant Double Up opener: “I'm opposite ho? said Tiffany Owens, 27, “you'll be treated like one 
of the demon that faces me/T've been through hell/Lived in the belly If it weren't for a forgiving Chicago judge, Kelly would have sat 
of the beast” By the end of the show, the 40-year-old singer had _ out the show in jail. Three days before, Kelly's tour bus was stopped 
traded his thug pretensions for high-art aspirations and an homage __for speeding in Utah, and since the “I Believe I Can Fly” singer is 
to his South Side roots. Looking somewhat like Flavor Flav, in baggy _ afraid to fly, the travel delay caused him to miss a pre-trial hearing 
white tails, Kelly conducted Beethoven's Fifth Symphony, then led (the 108th court date so f jext time,” he promised the court, “I 
a Good Times sing-along. will get on a plane? fea mectetland 


Kelly opened the show with a boxer . 
with a grudge to settle, he emerged from his ‘ais 
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E | For brand-new music and up-to-the-second news, visit the Blender blog at Blender.com, enieeatn DA 








BURNER 





Acrassicauda: 
“Hey, how'do we 
Atonounge our 
flame again?” 





METAL 
EASTERNERS 


—Iraq's only 
metal band—suffer studio 
bombing, exile 


When Blender first 

met Acrassicauda, 

AXA iraq’s only heavy- 

HE etal band (*1-Rawk” 

December 2004), the 
group had nowhere to play—having 
been blacklisted from Baghdad 
venues for allegedly inciting head- 
banging and slam-dancing, Even 
worse, they'd been receiving death 
threats from Islamist extremists 
accusing them of Satanism, Today, 
things haven't improved much: The 
band has been forced into exile. 

In August 2006, a month after 
their Baghdad practice space was 
bombed, Acrassicauda (Latin for 
black scorpion) fled to Damascus, 
Syria, and lived as refugees for a 
year. Thanks to money raised on the 
band's behalf, the noisy foursome 
then relocated to Turkey. As of press 
time, they were practicing and await- 
ing word as to whether they'd be 
allowed to stay there. 

“Playing metal during the Saddam 
era and the ultra-violent years that 
followed is either the bravest or stu- 
pidest path a group of young Iraqi 
musicians could opt for, but it was 
the only way they could truly escape 
their hellish reality,” says Vice Films 
cofounder Suroosh Alvi, who co- 
directed Heavy Metal in Baghdad, a 
documentary about the band that will 
be released theatrically in early May. 
Acrassicauda bassist Firas Awlateef, 
26, echoes that sentiment: “Some 
people do drugs to escape, We do 
headbanging. As long as we make 
songs, we're alive. Otherwise, we're 
just like dead people.” 

‘Awlateef doesn't know how the 
film’s release will affect the band’s 
situation, But he says Acrassicauda 
hold onto their dreams of someday 
playing Ozzfest and ultimately return- 
ing to their home “to make a huge 
heavy-metal festival, like the Iraqi 
Woodstock.” Mart Yurm 
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Casey Calvert 
of Hawthorne 
Heights died from 
an accidental 
overdose of vari- 
ous opiates and 
antidepressants. 
The guitarist was 


found dead on the 


band’s tour bus. 
Calvert's widow 
said he suffered 
from depression; 
his bandmates 
added he was not 
a recreational 
drug user. 


Six troopers and 
three police dogs 
showed up at 
Connecticut 
school after a 
teacher mistook a 
custodian singing 
Guns N’ Roses’ 
“Welcome to the 
Jungle” over the 
loudspeaker for a 


threat. The teacher 


was working after 
hours when she 
heard a voice say 


that she was going 


to die, causing 
her to barricade 
herself in a room. 
Police found that 
three teenagers, 
one of them a 
custodian, had 
been playing with 
the PA system, 


“| WON'T GET 
A CHANCE 
TO SEE THE 
WORLD, 
UNLESS I 
GO EVERY- 
WHERE.” 

50 Cent 





It-Yourself Face 
Repair: 





FACE-LACKO JACKO 


debuts new mummy look 


IN DECEMBER, MICHAEL JACKSON unveiled his latest disguise while shopping 
ata Las Vegas bookstore, Clasping a pair of reading glasses and a book about 
fire-breathing dragons, Jackson, 49, seemed to have a number of bandages 
haphazardly pasted around his mouth and nose. After three hours, the King 
of Pop left with his three children (Prince Michael, 10; Paris Katherine, 9; 
Prince Michael II . Blanket—5) and bags filled with books and magd 

ines, Tabloids reported that Blanket had accidentally hit the singer in the 
face, causing his upper lip to collapse. oer fli 


























BRAVISSIMA! 
bags three dudes, goes off the wagon in Italy 


Lindsay Lohan has been keeping 
busy. The same week an ex- 
boyfriend called her a “nymphoma- 
niac” and an AOL Moviefone poll 
said her turn in | Know Who Killed 
‘Me was the worst performance 

of 2007, Lohan spent romantic 
time with three men in 24 hours 
and was given an award for her 
“contribution to cinema.” In Italy 
to receive the nonironic honor, 
Lohan was seen pouncing on top 
of actor Dario Faiella in the middle 
of a party. During her three-day 
stay, the multi-rehabbed celeb was 
also photographed drinking from a 
bottle of champagne. Noe! ini 


Lohan and actor 
Dario Faiolla in 
Know Who 
Dry-Humped Me, 
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Meet Amber. 


eMusic 





Amber digs the Atlanta hip-hop scene. But 
when she wants something completely 
different, she's all about eMusic. Because, 
with over 2 million indie songs — and 

the ability to download them over 

her phone — she's always got 


the perfect track. 


Fashion Updates 
Amber's into keeping up with what's 


hot. So if she’s not gossiping about 
the latest celebrity-style don'ts 
with her friends, she's getting 
fashion updates and pics 


sent to her phone. 


This is Amber's digital world. 





| 


MySpace Mobile 
Amber's got a lot of friends. So she's always 


getting texts when one of her friends 
posts something on MySpace. Or she's 
posting a pic from her phone. 


It's nonstop. 








You've never met her but now you know what she’s like. 


ATAT Mc 





08 AT 


What can AT&T do for your digital world?* 


Video Share 
Sometimes she even shares live video of 


what she's buying with her girl Jen while 
they're chatting on the phone. 


att.com/digitalworld 
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PORKABLE: 





Product may require reapplication 
\ after vigorous activity> > 


VO5 VICTORY HAIR.COM 


FX TIRIEMIE STYLE BY VO5 
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core roe ee }. 4% 


‘Sportinga nostrilimpagled Leavingto perform Catching up on some Me Walking the streets, 
with asuspieious-looking Gisastrousty) at sleep and nicotine on brying, inbraandBare 
white substance Brixton Academy her way to aclinic, ¥ feetat 5:50, . 


12/04/07 

Diggiig into’ box 
of Mr. Freeze 

ice popsat 4am. 


When AMY WINEHOUSE’s husband, Blake Fielder-Civil, was 
sent to jail in November (forallegedly manipulating a witness in 
nger exhibited an insatiable appetite 
night ice pops and public displays of wa! 
jety of arm sores, went on an is vacation with an 
end and cut off her trademark beehive. Meanwhile, in 
Civil failed a drug test, thus dimmir 
for freedom and prompting rumors ofa Sid-and- 
photos show, life without her hubby 


12/07/07 12/07/07 12/05/07 : 2/05/07 
Looking wide-eyed Visiting her husbagd - Frantically removing ‘ yee 


‘6naposi-prison-visit = “t prison, wherehe'llbe M4 herpantsinthe back ieem at 


deli spree untilat least late Januapy 


(2/10/07 (2/20/07 01/05/08. 

Bearing scary sores asshe Preparing foranother prison Ff Wavinghetio 

arrives too late, for the second visit, her} fore her oe *_ néW/platinum de-hived 
time, to see Fielder-Civil husband failed a drug test in Barbados hairconfection 


26 “Tm Mrs. ‘You want a piece of me2/Tryin’ and pissin’ me off/Well get in line with the paparazxi/Who's flippin’ me off ‘Hopin’ I'll resort to some he 
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GIRBAUD, 
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“Lwant you 
to buy my 

home hi 

frosting kit.” 


Do You Rock? 


BLAKE LEWIS 


Does the heat-hoxing Americar 
Idol runner-up indeed ... vovk? 


Ever trash a hotel ranm? 
Oh, yeah. My band ano. we tivw inwe 
Worst rumor about yous 

V'm gay. 

Largest number of peapie viv" 1¢ 
woken up nexs to? 

Five maybe? Mavhe nove vere sia 





around the roam. There ve aear vigme 4 


debauchery, 


Biggest celebrity whose home vou 1 
gotten drunk in? 
Rupert Murdoch 
were there: Tom ¢ 
MySpace. It we 









Worst tour horray 5 
Igo commande anstage. a 
jeans crotch rine 










Ever been declared iegally 4 
Almost. | built IOC WG 3 
aweek when | wae 15.39 
frostbite. 





Ever wreck a car? 
I did. It was icy ov. a1 
Camaro slid ano hi 












Ever harhor a fu 
No, but | woutlo toia 


» the aw 
ADINY AN iihega 


Ever gotten lucky ova 
No. I've been wait 
as long as it daesr 
Sparks. 








Stupidest thing vow ve avi 
Someone dared ne ic 2A 









What drug wan't ynu:avas te again 
Mushrooms. It's sensnry wernad 
Jon Copton 
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singe) ie raining 
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Marathon. He 





Islamic 
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perform sn Tehrar 
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Zonigois awidit 
Soulja Boy 
Tell'Em= Crank 
Thar (Si 

mani 
Hannah Montana 
hao the 








Rolling Stoner 





‘TM KIND OF A 
DOUCHE BAG.” 
JOHN MAYER 


BLAKE LEWIS // PETE WENTZ // UNCLE MONSTERFACE 


GROSS-OUT BOY 


PETE WENTZ gets naked and faux-humps 


for movie sex scene 





Fall Out Boy bassist Pete Wentz 
is expanding his repertoire to 
include acting. The tattooed emo 
ambassador makes his cin- 
ematic debut 
in Goodnight 
Moon, a 
14-minute 
short being 
distributed by 
THINKFilm. 
The movie’s climax comes 
when an apparently naked 
Wentz gets slapped in the face 
by costar Bonnie Muirhead 
(of Fox’s Hell's Kitchen) while 
they are engaging in onscreen 
humping. The plot follows 
the two young lovers as they 
break into a house and hold its 
owner hostage. Fans of Wentz’s 
music, or of film in general, 
shouldn't be concerned. “I’m not 
into being an actor,” he says. 


Jom, Coplon 


Thanks for the 
maminaries. 





Weird Band Alert 


UNCLE 
MONSTERFACE 


Vine wi 


vamost prano 
yak-ounner rack 







yonets 





AK 36 Uncle Monsterfac 





the tall guy 
iv the mask. What's the musinal oxneri 
© 30,000 

ee. cavered in 
winded by 
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WHERE 


MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE 







Maxell’s legendary performance has taken center stage at House of Blues". 
Created with the most advanced digital technologies, Maxell media and accessories offer maximum power, 
precision and performance. That's why Maxell is an official sponsor of the legendary House of Blues. 
Maxell. Where maximum performance lives. 


| 
P | 
} 
| 


maxell 


fe maxell 





ALMOST FAMOUS 


LEONA LEWIS 


This 22-year-old British sensation has 
a supersize voice and no dark side to 
speak of—yet 


‘By JONAH WEINER Photograph by JOE LALLY 


WE'VE SEEN 1 before: A British pop 
phenomenon gets the local ress's knickers 
‘inabunch, keeps: ‘registers ringing nonstop, 
tries to repeat thetrick on American soil 





ference. ‘So why is Leona Lewii the 22-year- 
old Londoner who currently holds the record 
for the fastest-selling debut in U.K. history, 
so unfazed by her impending stab at U.S. 
stardom? Because for roughly two years she’s 
been proving herself to Simon Cowell dayin 
and day out. “Atthis point, I can’t imagine a 
-tougheraudience than him,” Lewis says. 
1n.2006, Lewis won The X-Factor, 
England's answer to American Idol, on the 
strength of hersupersize voice—a little Celine, 
alittle Toni, alot Mariah. At one point in the 
competition, Cowell declared her “the best 
contestant Thave everhad across any of these 
shows.” When it came time to put together 
Lewis's debut, Spirit, U.S. pop mogul Clive 
Davisjoined Cowell atthehelm, assem- 
bling azillion-dollar songwriting team that 
included Stargate (Beyoncé, Rihanna) and 
Max Martin (Britney, Kelly Clarkson). What 
unites the songs is the way they pair sweeping, 
heartstring melodies with unexpectedly har 
hitting drums. “Ilove big ballads,” Lewis says. 
“But I wanted tomakethem contemporary.” 
Her first single is “Bleeding Love," a slow- 
burner that would be appropriate both at 
senior proms and in S&M dungeons. “I don’t 
really havea dark side} Lewis insists. “I'm very 
positive.” Sono Kelly Clarkson-esque follow- 
up full ofsnarls and moans? “I'm not ruling it 
out,” she says. “Depends what horrible things 
happen to methisyear!” 








OUT NOW Spirity 


All About Me! 





LEAST GLAMOROUS JOB 
“I worked as a Pizza Hut waitress for two years 
to afford studio time.” 


CD [ CAN'T STOP PLAYING 
“Ive been listening to a lot of Radiohead. | 
love rock bands—Maroon 5, Muse, the Kooks, 
they're all great.” 


FIRST SONG 1 EVER WROTE 
“Iwas I2, and it was a song about being at school. 
{called it ‘School Jam,’ and it went, ‘School jamis | 
the flavor for me.’ Itwas very abstract!” 


- 
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True technology, Tmuereel 


The all-new Nissan Altima Coupe 
Built from the ground up to be a true coupe. With the true technology of Bluetooth” 
hands-free calling; Push Button Ignition and touch-screen navigation** with 
available real-time traffic updates!' And the true performance of Nissan's award- 
winning VO engine! The 270-hp V6" Nissan Altima Coupe. Starting at $20,570. O 
As shown, $30,670! Learn more at NissanUSA.com. 
SHIFT_technology 


[Biuotooth' requires compatible cellular phone. “Available feature. Never program while driving. GPS mapping may not be detailed nal areas or reflect curent road regulations. “Available feature. 
ogistered trademark of XM Satelite Radio Inc, Required subscription sold separately after three tral months, Available in select markets. "Ward's Auto World and Ward's Automotive Group, 
at” MSRP for Altima Coupe 2.5 S, “As shown’ Alma Coupe 3.5 SE w/CVT and Technology Package, $30,670. Excludes ta, ite, icons, destination charge and options. Dealer sels actual 
price. Nissan, the Nissan Brand Symbol, “SHIFT.” tagine and Nissan model names are Nissan trademarks. Always wear your seat belt, and please donit drink and driv. ©2007 Nissan North America, Inc 
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FREDERICK J. 
LANCELEY 

This hostage negotiator offers 
the ultimate tough-guy play list 


for dealing with intense, life- 
threatening situations 


“ON THE ROAD AGAIN" 
WILLIE NELSON 
“Whether I'm negotiating a host 
















situation in a penitenti ge or 
multimillion-dollar ransom ina 

foreign country, I always feel a rush 

of adrenaline before I leave for the 


job. As I'm packing up my things, I 
frequently find myself inging this 
song. It gets me pumpe 


“AGAINST THE GRAIN” 

GARTH BROOKS 

“Garth Brooks sings, ‘I ain't too dip- 
lomatic. There have been occasions 
when I had to go against the grain 
and question management. About 
three days into the Waco hostage 
situation in 1993, I told the FBI 
how it was all going to end; nobody 
believed me, and I got kicked out of 
Waco. | ain't too diplomatic, either” 


“NEUTRON DANCE” 
THE POINTER SISTERS 



























“After 10 hours of working a suicide, 


you need contrast. You can’t help 
but get su 
so you gotta listen to something to 
get yourself up again. The Pointer 
Sisters are uplifting and funny.” 


“AMERICA” 
RAY CHARLES 

“My last interview before the FBI 
was with Hallmark. When you're 
on one side of the door, and the guy 
on the other side has a shotgun and 
says he'll never be taken alive, 
thinking, What the hell? I could've 
been selling Mother's Dai 
I'm here for God and count 
song reminds me why I ri 








32 “You've got my back/Pick up my slack 


ed in to their problems, 
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Chris Cornell is 
seeking a restrain- 
ing order against 
Matthew Turner, 
a former sheriff's 
deputy. The ex- 
‘Soundgarden 
singer claims 
Tumor broke 
into his home 
and “urinated,” 
and was hired by 
Cornell's ex-wife, 
‘Susan Silver, to 
kill him, 


In December, Tori 
‘Amos stopped a 
concert midsong 
inorder to curse 
‘out two female 
fans. The singer 
was displeased 
the girls weren't 
paying more atten- 
tion and had them 
escorted from their 
front-row seats. 
“Ireserve those 
seats for people 
who appreciate 
music,” she yelled. 
“Got the fuck out 
of my show!" 





Country star 
Chris Cagle was 
issued a citation 
for misdemeanor 
assault after 

he allegedly 
punched a man 

in the face in an 
Arizona nightclub. 
Trouble started 
when Cagle 
declined a female 
fan's request for 
his autograph. 
According to 
police, the woman 
became angry and 
called Cagle “every 
name in the book” 
before the “Chicks 
Dig It” singer 
lashed out at her 
boyfriend. 


WORD! 





“IT’S LIKE A 
TRACTOR 
EXHAUST 
PIPE!” 


Victoria “Posh Spice” 


‘Beckham on her 
husband's member 


en I can't see/But nothing picks me up like knowing well be friends foreve 





EVEL'S BUCKET LIST 


Evel Knievel buries hatchet with , then dies 









IN ONE OF the few ds involving a rapper to end pe 
and Robert Craig “ " Knievel settled a trademark law 
legendary daredevil passed away. Controver: 
ouch the Sky” video, in which the rapper, we 
white-and-blue jumpsuit, attempted to leap a canyon on a motorcycle. Knievel 
claimed West used his image to “promote [West's] filth to the world. 

he thrill seeker, however, was in a more forgiving mood as he weleomed 
West into his Montana home this past November for p talks. “I thought 
he was a wonderful guy and quite a gentleman; Knievel said. Three days later, 
the metal-plated stuntman died at the age of 69 after a lengthy battle with 
diabetes and pulmonary fibrosis. Dan reilly 





fully, Kanye West 
1it days before the 
brewed in 2006 over We: 
‘ing Knievel’s signature red- 








































Blender's Burning Question 


What will Miley Cyrus/Hannah Montana lose first? 


Reader wisdom 


“HER POP’S HOT... 
I'D HIT THAT WHEN 
| SHE'S OF AGE.” 


‘BENNIEES, PORTSMOUTH, VA 


HER DRIVER'S 


a 
! J 


Survey says 
| 


Mee 


Log on to Blender.com for 

the next Burning Question. 

der will 
have his/her brilliant com- 

| ment published in the 

| magazine and win the Vuzix 
iWear virtual video screen. 
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HEADPHONES: RAINER HOLZ/ZEFA/CORBIS: KNIEVEL AND WEST: COURTESY OF ROC-A-FELLA: CYRUS: STEVE GRANTTZ/WIREIMAGE: BECKHAM TONY BARSON/WIREIMAGE. CHART: TOOO ALBERTSON. 
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INSPIRATION EXPRESSION CREATION 


MOUNTAIN DEW, DEW and DO THE DEW 
are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, Inc. 





BURNER 


Robert Smith 
unveils his 
new “goth 
hobo” took. 


In the Studio 


“MORE UPBEAT 


Goth-rock mopesters the CURE get cheery on their 
13th album 


ATTENTION ALL CuRE fans: Better find some wood to knock on. For their 13th 
studio album (and first in four years) the U.K. miserablists are basically telling 
bad luck to suck it—prepping two discs comprising 13 tracks each, with 
ery running throughout. “I have never been superstitious,” singer Robe 
says. “Full moons are my favorite.” The godfathers of gloom have been record- 
ing the album since la: when they decamped to an old con 
house—Smith calls it “lived-in"—in the English countryside. “Th 
outside, and stables, aly ’s quite genteel.” It 
icy waters of the English Channel. Has Smith applied his waterproof guyliner and 
gone for a dip? “I've looked at it,” he says, chuckling. “I’m not much of a swimmer. 
Only after a few beers. 

Although the album features its fair share of despair (Smith calls 
Without You,” about the death ofa close friend, “one 
of the most unhappy things we've ever recorded”), | 
he says it is, on the whole, “more upbeat.” The fast-_ | | All About Our Album 
est songs are “manic psycho rock,” and “Don't Say ecuk = 

t of aliens and freak: 


PRODUCER Robert Smith 


STUDIO Parkgate Studio, Battle, 
England 


tainly the most fun I've ever had in a studio.” 
Might the black-clad master of melancholy actu- 
ally be approaching (gasp) happine I NEW ALBUM As yet untitled, due 


ALBUM The Cure, 2004 


“ll be happy when it’s done: eons 


Also in the Studio 


Experimental freak-rockers re in the studio working on a 
new album, their nin s, due this f woegaze forebears 

ce 1991's Lo 
combining song: id in the early ‘94 ver ones, due later 


I follow up 2007's Yours 
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CHUCK ANDERSON DEZ HAZE 
“Highs and lows everyone “DEW is about excitement “Super vibrant, pop art 
goes through...” and adventure.” kind of vibe.” 






it'll tickle 





yoreinnards! me 
PEAT WOLLAEGER SCOTT LENHARDT & DANNY DAVIS TROY DENNING 
“Vintage bottle of “Like hanging out with a friend “A magic elixir from a 
MOUNTAIN DEW.” | hadn't seen in a while, ...” samurai's pouch.” 


VOLUME 1 - 2008 
INSPIRATION EXPRESSION CREATION 


GREENLABELART.COM 


MOUNTAIN DEW, DEW and DO THE DEW are registered trademarks of PepsiCo, inc. 
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RIHANNA // MAROON 5 // FOO FIGHTERS 





THE 













TITLE ARTIST 


HATE THATILOVE | RINANNAFEAT. NEO 


ALBUM/LABEL 
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36 “he future ix so bright, I gotta wear shades.” 








MAROON 5S 

“WON'T GO HOME 
WITHOUT YOU” 
|TWON'T BE SOON BEFORE LONG 
‘This spring, when they're 
not doing yoga or doing 
supermodels, Adam Levine 
and Co. will be laying soul- 
funk magic on the lucky res- 
idents of Tokyo (3/10-1. 





CARRIE UNDERWOOD 
“ALL-AMERICAN GIRL” 
CARNIVAL RIDE 

Her ex is shacking up with 
Jessica Simpson, but this 
Nashville sweetheart knows 
who America’s real favorite 
is. Gambling-addicted fans 
see her live when she 
visits Atlantic City (2/15) 
and Biloxi, Mississippi (3/1). 








FOO FIGHTERS 

“LONG ROAD TO RUIN” 
ECHOES, SILENCE, PATIENCE & GRACE 
It may be about Iraq; it may 
be about Britney. Either 
way, this heat-seeking mis- 
sile will rule live when the 
Foos play it at an arena 
near you this month. 




















al Dollar Menunaire. I'll admit it. I'm kind of a risk taker. Last week, 
T threw in this red t-shirt with a load of whites. A sock came out pink, but no 
pain, no gain. So I like a safe bet sometimes to, ya know, keep my 

| balance. As luck would have it, there's the Dollar Menu. It's pretty much 


loaded with choice ehoiees. There's no wrong answer in 


the Whole bunch. So it keeps my yin balanced with my yang. So to speak. 





- rasa 
imlovin’ it. At participating MeDonale's, ©2008 MeDonale's 


An Live AR Sea 


“ATREAM FOR ME LONG BEAL ” 


FINALLY ON 22 FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
THE LEGENDARY RECORDING OF MAIDEN’S 
FOUR-NIGHT STAND AT LONG BEACH ARENA IN 1985 
PLUS “THE HISTORY OF IRON MAIDEN PART II” 


5 HOURS OF FULL-ON MAIDEN \ 














\ 
DISC 1\ weAe .y = 
Presenting, the entire 90-minute concert from “THE WORLD x 2, = ov 
SLAVERY TOUR” with stereo and 5.1 audio options. 


bs) EY or 
“THE HISTORY OF IRON MAIDEN,” loaded with rare and 
* unseen bonus content, including the continuation of 
“The History Of Iron Maiden-The Early Days” documentary, 
the “Behind The Iron Curtain” documentary, “Rock In Rio ‘85” 
higlights, and “°Ello Texas.” Also includes photo galleries, 
promo videos, deluxe artwork, a replica of the original 7 
tour program, AND MORE. 













ANGELES 
Further North American dates May Fal JERSEY 


bE: 'y/June 08 





UE Ne at 
PARENTAL ¥y 


ADVISORY 


7) EXPLICIT CONTENT 

















GRAMMY® - BEST ALTERNATIVE 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE (1996) 


| 19g eel E 
#1 ALBUM OF THE YEAR (1996) Edition 


ROLLING STONE 
SPIN 
MOJO 


NME 
VILLAGE VOICE 


FEATURING 32 TRACKS FROM THE ODELAY ERA 
2 PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED TRACKS “INFERNO,” AND "GOLD CHAINS.” 


17 RARITIES DRAWN FROM SINGLES, EPS, SOUNDTRACKS 
AND COMPILATIONS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 





#A FREE EXCLUSIVE POSTCARD ay 
PD  SET* WITH PURCHASE AT | Baa 


“vehile supplies last 








“Hail Satan ... and my 
ophthalmologist!” 
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DEAR SUPERSTAR 


RINGO 


The oldest surviving member of the Fab Four 
answers your questions about his many brushes with 
death, who was the best drummer in the Beatles 
and why he doesn't remember the '70s 


By ADAM HIGGINBOTHAM Photograph by CHRIS BUCK 









' ACE AND Lovet” Ringo Starr announces, extending his fingers into a familiar 
PX V-shaped greeting and taking a seat in a Beverly Hills hotel suite. “Peace and love! 
It'sonlybeena hundred years, but I'mstill trying!” At 67, the world’s oldest surviving Beatle 
remains as ready as ever with droll non sequiturs—delivered in a Liverpudlian accent 
undiminished by years of living in L.A. and Monaco—but has apparently also made the 
hippie mantra his personal catchphrase. 

After losing much of the’70s and’80s in an epic blur of alcoholism and drug abuse, bro- 
ken only by astring of solo hits like “It Don’t Come Easy” and “Back Off Boogaloo,” Ringo 
and his second wife, Barbara Bach, finally cleaned up in 1988. Since then, Starr has estab- 
lished his All-Starr band as a fixture of the summer-tour schedule and released a series of 
soloalbums, the latest of which, Liverpool 8, is dedicated to the area where he grew up. And 
likethe otherhalfofthe Beatles’ rhythm section, Ringo has no plans to stop writing and >> 
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recording. “Two of us are in heaven,” he says. “And two of us are still doingit. I 
enjoy the process and hanging out with other musicians.” 

And as he settles down to face the Blender inquisition, Ringo admits that 
after 45 yearsin the public eye asa drummer, actor, painter and occasional fur- 
niture designer, there are few surprises left for him. He's unfazed by the fact that 
his childhood home is being taken down brick by brick and reconstructed ina 
museum, and he regards the news that the British public has been petitioning 


the queen to give hima knighthood with typically a 
prise,” he says. “It’s about time they called me ‘ 


dukedom, personally 


What was the last place you visited where 
nobody recognized you? 

Cowbells, Pasadena, CA 

Idon't think that’s happened yet. Walking, 
along the streets, you'll see the nudges. 
Tvebeen to Nepal, and they wave at me. It's 
justhowitis, 


What's the biggest difference between playing 
live with the All-Starrs and playing live with 
the Beatles? 


Vandelay2day, Beacon, NY 


‘Thetechnology, Nowyou havea million amps 
behind you—all the amplification and lights. 
The Beatles went out witha house P.A. and 
little amps. Ifthe Beatles had been now, we 
could have done “I Am the Walrus.” But we 
didn’t have it then. Besides, in 1965 we were 
turning into really bad musicians because we 
couldn't hear ourselves due to the volume of 
theaudience. I was going downhill asa musi- 
cian, and so was everyone else in the band. We 
did 25 minutes; thanks to the Who and Zep- 
pelin, everybody has to do two hours now. 














Jason Schwartzman just played you in 

Walk Hard, and you've been portrayed in films 
and TV movies by different actors. Do you think 
anyone has gotten you right? 

Walrusboy6, Tevarkana,T3 


Idon't know; ifthey do fake Beatle movies, 
don'twatch them. And I don't read Beatle 








42 Blendercom 








id humor. “It wasn'ta sur- 
ir’ But I'm holding out for a 





books written by people who weren't Beatles. 
What's that one Peter 
Sgt. Pepper's movie? Am Lin that? I've never 
seen it. He’ssad he did it—and he should be. 









In the '6Os, it was possible to buy Beatles 
socks, hairbrushes and even bread, packaged as. 
Ringo Rolls. Is that the most ridiculous piece 

of merchandising you've seen your face on? 
KeepKobe94, San Diego, CA 

The bread just had my name on it; itdidn’t 
havea visual. Itwas 63 or’64. I've gota 

photo of that. They took it to all of our moth- 
ersand conned them to stand there with the 
bread rolls. Those were the days! 





Paul once wrote you a message saying, “You're 
the greatest drummer in the world. Really.” 
How do you rate him on the Beatles songs he 
drummed on? 

Sneak_a_peek, Grants Pass, OR 


Oh, he’ terrible. You know, he’ fine on those 
songs, but he has one style and it’s alwa 








*« 
“| RECORDED ALO’ 


OF THINGS WHEN | 
A WANSHD) SU] | a=] 7 NUIS) = 
| WAS A DRUNK.” 











there. Asa drummer, Paul Mc 
finest, most melodic bass pla 





I've read a story about one of Paul's daugh- 
ters turning to him when she was a child and 
asking, “Dad, are you Paul McCartney?” Was 
there a moment when your children first real- 
ized that you were Ringo Starr? 

Sarah Totter, Ellicott City, MD 

When Zak and Jason were babies, they 
would be confused to see me on TVand on 
the settee with them. That's all, But when 
my grandson was 3 or 4, he stood behind 
my chairand sang ina low voice, “We all live 
inayellowsubmarine.” He'd spotted me. 
He was letting me knowhe knew Lw 
guy in Yellow Submarine. Which w 
compliment, seeing asit’s animated. 








What's the worst rumor you've ever heard 
about yourself? 

Banshee#lyfe, Ogden, UT 

When they told my mother Iwas dead. 
Some newspaper did it in the 60s. She w: 
abit worried about that, until I called her. 
That was the worst one. It wasn’t so bad for 
me—I knew I wasn’tdead. But my mother 
was worried. I said, “I'll tell you if I'm dead. 
OK? Don't worry till you hear from me!” 









Ss 






Were you surprised that Zak became a 
drummer? And is it true that you arranged for 
Keith Moon to give him lessons? 

ie, Orlando, FI. 


I wasn’t surprised. We had drumsin the 
house, and he wanted to play them, so I 
showed hima few things. Keith was known 
toall my children as Uncle Keith, because 
‘we were great friends and he'd be at the 
house. I didn’t ask Keith to give Zak lessons. 
Butwhen Zak was 10, I gave himadrum 
kit for his birthday—the bass drum, snare 
drum, toms. Andas I gave him this, a 

truck came up outside the door: Keith had 
sent hima set ofa hundred drums. Keith 
was very expressive. >> 








Goodnight Georg 
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Boxie. How do you Fila? 
POLO GROUNDS MUSIC ARTIST 





Fila Corner O 








RINGO STARR 


You ran a furniture-design company in the 
‘70s. What was your most successful piece? 
Sexyrobot, Madison, WI 


Iwasa designer witha partnernamed 
Robin Crui nk. He came to me; he had 
this gig to design anightclub, and he knew! 
lived in nightclubs, so he thought I might 
have some idea of how to do it. That's how it 
started. We designed tables and chairs and 
shelving systems—all out of steel and glass. 
The most successful piece was the Rolls- 
Royce table I designed. We had an exhibition 
in London, and we needed something to 
catch the eye of the press. asked Rolls- 
Royce to sell me some of their 
we'd put glass between them and make ita 
table. They said no, but somebody managed 
to find 10, and we turned them into tables— 
and it was in every newspaper in Britain. 





























In 1974, while you were working on Harry 
Nilsson's Pussy Cats album, you shared 

a villa with him, John Lennon and Keith Moon. 
What was the average day like? 

Pat. Kelley, Arlington, MA 


You'd have to ask someone who remembers. 
‘The average day lasted three weeks. There 
was alot ofnon-prescription medication 
goin’ down, as well as prescription stuff. But 
it didn’t matter how we partied—and we did 
party hard—we got on with the job. We went 
into the studio and made thatalbum. 














Starr ata party 
wittSome other 
1967. 


You've said that you recorded the vocals 

to “Photograph” when you were drunk. Was 
it hard to go back to recording sober? 
Dakotafan, Mitchell, SD 


Irecorded alot of things when I was drunk: 

because I wasa drunk. I felt I could deal with 
life more easily with a few drinks. Problem 

was, few turned into many. Living sober was 
difficult. [had to learn to 
mind be ina show, to be ina studio and play 
Alot ofother parts of life I had to start a 








) toa show, never 











Can you still remember any of the prehistoric 
language from Caveman—the 1981 comedy 
where you met Barbara Bach? 

Peterpants, Tempe, AZ 


({Immediately] “Atouk alunda Lana.” 
Barbara was called Lana in the movie; I 
was Atouk and a/unda means “love.” So it 
means“I love you.” There were only 
words in the whole movie: Haraka m 
'| sug zug meant “making love 
all Ican remember. 





















God of Efficiency! — 
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“If you're 
lucky, Pil 
introduce you 





Do you remember the last time you had a 
drink, and what it was? 

Zeke. Bella, Greenwich, CT 

Uh... no. [remember the start of having 
that drink. I drank cognac, and then I 
blacked out, and I came to full of fear. 
Td done that many times. And then a 
couple of days later I ended up in rehab. 
It was always gonna be cognac. Unless it 
was during the day, when it would have 
been vodka. 
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With the Beatles, you were once lucky to 
escape alive from a riot in the Philippines, and 
in 1980 you were involved in a bad car crash. 
What's the closest you've come to death? 
Doug_ Flynn, Le: 


The car crash. I was thrown out of the car. 
That could have gone either way. I walked 
away; we went to the hospital and they gave 
usatwo-mil Valium and a cup of tea. Barbara 
had aneck brace. We lost the car. Itwasa 
huge Mercedes, and I turned itinto a coffee 
table. [had it crushed. 


ington, KY 













Which of your songs do you consider the 
most underrated? 


Funnydrummer iston, ID 





They'reall underrated, ifyou ask me. 


You're a big country-music fan. Do you have a 
favorite country lyric? 
How_we_handroll, Cherry Hill, NJ 





“T’ve got more pain than a house full of 
windows.’ I always liked that line. I'm not 
telling you where it’s from—you'll have 
tosearch on Google, everybody! 


Isit true that you learned to play chess while 
you were making Sgt. Pepper's? 
Crappy1972, Rockland, 





Yes. I played chess with the roadies all 
through making that record. There was alot 
of time that the geniuses were putting on 
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“IN 1965, |WAS GOING 


DOWNHILL AS A MUSICIAN, 
NNTP ESOM TNS} = =150 40) 
ELSE IN THE BEATLES.” 





harmonies and orchestré 
would be doneas far 
Td have to wait days to puta tambourine on. 
It was something to keep busy. You have to 
be really quiet if they're putting on overdubs. 





What was the most you were ever offered for a 
Beatles reunion? And what was the closest you 
came to saying yes? 

Drug Rug Thug, Hannibal, MO 

We came close—well, wenever came really 
close, but we actually talked to each other 
about it when they offered us, like, a billion 
bucks in’71 or’72. Millions and millions and 
millions ... Anyway, it was a/ot of money, and 
itdeserved a phone call from the four of us, 
sowe did. And I forget who even offered this 
tous, but we were supposed to go on aftera 
man foughta he first actwas aman 
who was going to fight a crazy shark! And 
then we'd get up there and play “She Loves 
You.” We turned it down, of course. = 
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got 2b. CREATING GOOD CHEMISTRY 


CPHEROMONE INFUSED HAIR GELJ 





From lettedvummor Zac 
jouring guitatist Taylor 
‘York bassist Joramy Davis, 
singor'Hayloy Williains 
‘and guitarist Josh Farro stop: 
tratfio tn San Francisco. 





ARAMORE 


Each month, one lucky rock band phones Blender HO for seven straight days, just to, 
you know, share. Now on the line: Tennessee pop-punk moppets Paramore 


By JOSH EELLS Photographs by MARK PETERSON 


Day1 


Singer Hayley Williams, 19, rings usfrom the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa, where the band is playing a 
holiday radio festival. 


“puDE, ’M so excited. I just met Jim Adkins from Jimmy Eat World, which is my favorite band ever. I was 
sitting ina hallway, chugging orange juice—I think I'm getting sick—and I heard this voice say, ‘Excuse me. I turned 
around and just started choking. Turns out he wasn’t saying hi to me—I was just in his way. But it was still rad. 

“The show in West Palm Beach last night was mayhem. It was at this big amphitheater. The security sucked, 
and kids were flying over barricades, losing arms and legs. I was so stoked. It was also, like, 90,000 degrees 
and pouring—somehow it always starts pouring 10 minutes before we play. We definitely make it rain. 

“Our label [Fueled by Ramen] is based here, so we've got some merch meetings and stuff this afternoon 
before our show. I’m also going to try to get in Jim Adkins’s way a few more times. Wish me luck.” >> 
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“MY MOM SOMETIMES 
WAKES UPAT 2IN THE 
MORNINGJUSTTO 
TEXT MEAND SAY, GO 
TO BED.” 


ZAC FARRO 


Day 2 


It’s an off day for the band; guitarist 
Josh Farro checks in from his hotel 
room in Norfolk, Virginia. 





“[really liked Tampa. Normally, radio 
showsarea bunch of dudes waving their 
middle fingers, but last night was more like 
skinny emo guysin girl jeans. Afterward we 
gotright on the bus. We don'treally pa 
[Bassist] Jeremy [Davis] is 
abeer every once in awhile, butthe rest of 
usare underage—I'm 20, Sometimes when 
we're in the U.K. we'll havea drink and feel 
really cool, but never in the States. Mostly 
we just playa lot of Pictionary. 

“Atlin the morning, we made a Wal- 
Martrun. We bought some food for the 
road—chips, candy, Cap'n Crunch—and I 
got myselfsome sweet Homer Simpson 
pajama pants. I'm actually wearing them 
right now. Andwheneverwe're at Wal- 
Martwe stock up on hunting camo and 
knives. Hey, we're from the South, OK?” 
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Josh Farro 





After wrapping up sound check in 
Norfolk, drummer Zac Farro calls to 
briefus about the band’s day off: 





‘tof all, we got to shower, whi 
occasion. Then we had lunch at Chili’s— 
they have these new Honey-Chipotle 
Chicken Crispers, kindaspicy, kinda 
awesome—and then we went shopping at 
our favorite mall across the street. We only 
got recognized once, but that’s probably 
because it was a fancy mall—no Hot Topic. 
or dinner, we all went out for sushi. 
‘These girls from the nightclub next door 
kept insisting we take vodka shots with 
them. Iwas like, ‘Um, I'm kind of 17..."I've 
never donea shot before; my parents want 
me to waittill I'm old enough. I talk to them 
atlea ly mom sometimes 
wakes up at 2 in the morning just to text me 
y, Go to bed. I get homesick a lot; I 

‘t been home for my birthday in two 
years. Butat least I have my brothe: 





































here.” 


During a daylong stopover in 
Nashville, bassist Jeremy Davis 
phones from his parents’ house. 


“Thad to go to the hospital last night. 
During our second song, I was head- 
banging and I slammed my face into the 
kick-drum mic. My entire bottom lip split 
open—I was gushing blood the whole 
show. They gave me three stitches at the 
ERsomylip wasn’t hanging off. The 
nurses were like, ‘You guys must have 
dan awesome show, because we've 
other kids in here, too. 

reat to be home, though. We were 
i ‘sgiving, butit’s always 
nice to see the folks. I'm also excited to 
work on my car—I've gota’91 Acura 
Integra I'm fixing up. Gota motor from, 
Japan and everything. Then 'm gonna go 
see Saw IV, meet my buddies at some dive 
bar, throw some steaks on the grill and 
hang outtill 3 in the morning.” >> 

















© Lorillard 2008 















SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 








Day 5 





As she sits at the Nashville airport 


waiting for a flight to San Francisco, 


Hayley Williams rings with some 
big news. 


“Hey, man. I’m just hanging at the gate, 
reading In Touch magazine. It's like 
cocaine for girls. But I'm also totally 
freaking out. This morning, while I was 
packing, I gota call from the head of 
our label saying we'd been nominated 
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t-pound 
‘ix-ounce 
Baby desus .” 


“CHICKS DON’T 
HAVETO BETILA 
TEQUILA TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL.” 


HAYLEY WILLIAMS 


Williams cranking 
that Superman 


onstage in 
‘San Francisco. 


fora Grammy for Best New Artist. My 
roommate and I started screaming our 
heads off! Neither of us really has a 
girlish scream, though, so it was more 
like, ‘Rawrrrghghh! 

“I just moved into my own place, and 
last night I stayed up all night unpacking. 
My dad came over and helped me hang 
my new gold record, for Riot!, and the 
guysand [all made chocolate fondue. It 
looked like a bowl of turds, and it tasted 
terrible. Anyway, I haven'tslept at al! 
the Grammy news still hasn't sunk in yet. 
I don't even know how this works. What 
am I gonna wear? 




















Day6 


Shortly after wrapping up a photo 
shoot in San Francisco, Hayley gives 
usacall. 





“Last night was miserable. We were flying 
coach, which is probably good, because 
those business-class guys hate us. But our 
connecting flight in Dallas got delayed 
for, like, three hours, and when we finally 
landed, it was freezing rain. We went to 
this diner all soaking wet. 

“I didn’t pack anything for this trip— 
just one shirt and a hoodie—so I'll 
probably have to go shopping later. But 
otherwise we're just sound-checking, 
getting ready for the show. Before we go 
onstage, Josh usually rounds us all up to 
pray and listen to some loud musie— 
anything from As I Lay Dying to John 
Mayer. Then we huddle uj d do this 
football drill: We run in place and take 
turns drumming on each other's hands. 
m always the last one to be ready, 
butit's only because I'ma bad planner, 
not because I’m taking forever to puton 
my makeup. If I'm going out and feeling 
girly, it might take me 20 minutes, but 
before shows I usually just smearit on. I 
know some emo boys who take much 
longer than that.” 


Day7 



































On the last day of our correspondence, 
Hayley phones from L.A., where 

the band is performing at KROQ’s 
Almost Acoustic Christmas show. 





“We're playing on kind ofa weird bill: 
Rise Against, Linkin Park—real bro-type 
bands. But I like being the odd one out. 
Sometimes girls aren't aken very erious- 
lyin ourscene, both in the song: 
real life, and that can be pretty frus- 
trating. I used to get annoyed when 
people only paid attention to me because 
Thad boobs. Now I use it to my 
advantage. We've gota ton of girl fans, 
and it’s rad being someone who they can 
look up to. I have two younger sisters, 4 
and 11, and they're already getting stoked 
about music—they’re like little beams of 
hope. It’s nice to show them that sex 
doesn’t have to be all MTV'd out and that 
chicks don’t have to be Tila Tequila to be 
successful. 
































. I'm single for 
the first time in while, and I'm enjoying 
relearning who lam. In the past two 
weeks I've had my record go gold, eaten 
daar w smaved t intomy 























EELS 


TWO INCREDIBLE NEW COLLECTIONS 












MEET THE EELS: 
ESSENTIAL EELS VOL. 1, 1996-2006 


Y CD+DVD 
MEETTHEEELS THEIR FIRST BEST OF RETROSPECTIVE 
Sra 24 TRACKS + 12 VIDEOS 
= FEATURES TWO PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED TRACKS 


Siem PLUS FOR THE FIRST TIME ON DVD 12 CLASSIC VIDEOS 
Pict cen 9 


EELS USELESS TRINKETS: 

B-SIDES, SOUNDTRACKS, RARITIES 
AND UNRELEASED 1996-2006 
2CD+DVD 

THEIR FIRST RARITIES COLLECTION 

50 TRACKS + CONCERT DVD 

FEATURES 12 PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED TRACKS AND DVD OF THE 
UNRELEASED 2006 LIVE PERFORMANCE AT LOLLAPALOOZA 


ALL MUSIC IS DIGITALLY REMASTERED WITH BOTH PACKAGES 


PACKED WITH NEVER BEFORE SEEN PHOTOS, 
ARTIFACTS AND EVERETT’S NOTES ABOUT EACH TRACK. 





Qume Be ee 
pea EAE EXCLUSIVE FREE EELS ] 
ADVISORY -BEsT 


wwweelstheband.com www.ilovethatsong.com 


RINGTONE AVAILABLE AT” | 
ee ee = BUY 








THE GREATEST SONGS EVER 





“BORDERLINE” 


This crush jam took Madge global—and she never quite 
forgave it 


Ry JON DOLAN 


IT WAS ‘THE spring of 1984, and the 
dawn of the outerwear bra was ready 
to break. The question for 
pop ingenue Madonna wasn't j 
when. She'd already ed a couple 
of promising dance hits, but “Border- 
line” was where she went global. It her first 
Madonna record: street-smart and pop-wise, 
sexually aggressive and emotionally com- 
plex, perfectly merging sound and image. 
Thesong’s bubbly electro beatsand glim- 
mering keyboard melody could soundtrack a 
New York street scene or a suburban bike 
ride to the Dairy Queen; the chirpy voice was 
playful but a little dangerous, ideal for her 
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first vaguely suggestive lyrical meta- 
phor: an allusion to a desire so exhila- 
rating it almost seems terrifying. But 
thekickerwasthe video, herfirst MTV 
mega-hit, featuring the budding “Boy 
Toy" break dancing in slow-mo, mak- 
ing out on an L.A. rooftop with one suitor 
and sipping champagne ina high-end photo 
shoot with another. Suddenly, Ameri 
a look (layered, torn, thrifted), an identity 
(available, tough, vulnerable) and a mid 
to go with the sound. “Borderline” inaugu- 
rated a string of 17 Top 10 singles that 
didn’t end until 1989. 

It was the big break she'd been chasing 




















for years. After dropping out of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan and moving to New York 
in 1978, Madonna Louise Ciccone quickly 
became scene queen of hip downtown clubs 
like Danceteria and the Paradise Garage. In 
theapt phrase of Danceteriaregular Michael 
Rosenblatt, who signed Madonna to Sire 
Records in 1982, “She was wide open.” But 
when it came time to record her first album, 
she wasn't all that open to the sound sug- 
gested by “Borderline” writer and producer 
Reggie Lucas, an R&B vet. Madonna com- 
plained it was too cluttered—“too many 
instruments, too much stuff going on, 
protested, according to one biographer. 
Herown tastes tended toward the minimal 
electro sound of her demo tape, which Lucas 
disdainfully called “di: Innomoodtotake 
advice from an upstart, he wrapped up 
recording quickly. This left Madonnaand her 















































then-boyftiend, producer John “Jellybean” 
pn tosev~ 





Benitez, toadd uncredited produc 
eral songs. Still, nothing came out e 
he ing. Madge would later di 
self-titled 1983 debut as “aerobics 
“She was unhappy with the whole damn 
[album], Benitez later recalled. 

Madonna did see eye-to-eye with Mary 
Lambert, who directed the “Borderline” 
video. “I sympathized with her immediately,” 
Lambert recalled. The r-old shared 
Madonna's very Catholic fixation on the holi- 
ness of pop iconography. Lambert presents 
Madonnaas an angelic, if mischievous, ideal 
tobecaptured—byahighbrowphotographer, 
by sexy gangland pursuers, by the viewer, 
Overnight, the 
spraying succuby 
options for Americ 

Back east, Madonna learning that 
sainthood had . “Right after the ‘Bor- 
derline’ video: “people would 
bother her” Riding her bike, riding the sub- 
soon they were all occupational h 









































ards, thanksin parttoasongthecontrol freak 
hadnt had moch control over. Soon after the 






nterview. When bulk “hail 
Goodman asked abouther new project, Like 
e replied, “It'll be outinJune,once 
‘Borderline’ fizzles out.” Then she paused, 
clasped her hands and prayerfully lifted her 
eyes to the heavens: “Pleeeeeeease, ™] 


Vital Statistics 














“Borderline” » Madonna + Madonna 
Sire « Reggie Lucas + Reggie 
Lucas * March 10, 1984 « 
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ASK BLENDER 


| just found out that Wu-Tang stands for “Witty 
Unpredictable Talent and Natural Game.” 
What other hip-hop acronyms don’t | know about? 


Sergi 


Clearwater, Florida 





Probably lots. But while some legit abbreviations do 
exist—like N.W.A for “Niggaz With Attitude” or BDP 
for “Boogie Down Productions’"—most purported 

rap acronyms are actually “backronyms”: names with 
ightly goofy “meanings” tacked on after the fact. DMC, 
for instance, used to say his initials meant “Devastating 
Mic Controller,’ but they're actually just short for his 
given name: Darryl McDaniels. Same with KRS-One, 
whose handle derives from the name Kris and not from 
the phrase “Knowledge Reigns Supreme Over Nearly 
Everyone.” Other ridiculous examples include the 
Beastie Boys (“Boys Entering Anarchistic States Toward 
Inner Excellence”), Ja Rule (“Jeffrey Atkins Represents 
Unconditional Love's Existence”), Memphis Bleek 
(“Makin’ Easy Money Pimpin’ Hosin Style”) and the 
Notorious B.1.G. (“Business Instead of Game’). 

So, why all the abbreviating? “Using an acronym 
allows people to connect with you on two different 
levels,’ NYC rapper Mims tells Blender. “Anytime people 
see those periods, they want to know what they mean.” 
Mims should know: He put his acronym on display in 
thetitle of his debut album, Music Is My Savior. Right? 
“Actually, Mims isjust my last name: Shawn Mims.” Oh. 





Whenever I read about the 
Mars Volta the article mentions 
their crazy “time signatures.” 
What are those, anyway? 

Devin Hayes, Pittsburgh 
Geek-out alert! Put sii 
signature is the musi 
that tells you the rhythm of 
It’s composed of two numbers: one 
ontop, which denotesthesong’s 
meter (essentially, the number 

of beats ina particular: 

music), and one on bottom, which 
tellsyou the length ofeach beat (1 
fora whole note, 2 fora half, 4-for 
aquarter, etc.). 

Most pop songsarein 4/4time, 
ng their basic rhythm is four 
quarter notes (BUM-bum-bum- 
bum). Butthe braver and “artier”a 
band gets, the more complex time 
signatures they try. Some good 
songs for exploring? Radiohead's 
Step” (5/4 time), Pink 







‘The Mars Volta’s 
barber works in 





odd metersas11/4,7/4and 9, 











Did Blondie’s Debbie Harry 
really get kidnapped by a 

serial killer? 

Rolando Pasiagio, Lordsburg, NM 
Maybe. Ina 1989 interview, Harry 
reported havinga frightening 
encounter with the notorious killer 
Ted Bundy. She was trying to hail 












4/4drums) and the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet’s Time Out, a landmark 


5A: Blendercom 


acabin New York one nightin the 
early’70s when aman pulled up 


and offered heraride. The singer 
gotin and immediately noticed 
thecar's passenger-side interior 
had been stripped, with no door 
handleand noway toget out. Think- 
ing fast, she squeezed her arm 
through an openingat the top of 
the window, pried open the door 
from the outside, jumped out and 
ran. She saysit wasn’tuntil she saw 
anewspaper photo of Bundy 
following his 1989 execution that 
she realized he was the same guy 
Except he probably wasn't. 
Bundy went on killing sprees 
in Washington State, Utah and 












Did Keith Richards hang out 
with the Queen of England 
once as a youngster? 

Marie Hendricks, Ouk: Parke 1 

Not quite. As the son ofa factory 
worker, Richards wouldn't have 
had much occasion to party at 
Buckingham Palace. But the 
future Rolling Stone was part 








9-year-old Keef “used his tough, 

arrogant confidence to push 

himself to the front of the stage.” 

(Noword on whether he was high.) 
The guitaristhad no love for 

the royal family by 2003, however: 

When Mick Jaggerwas knighted by 





Prince C that year, Richards 
declared the decoration “bollocks” 
and “a fucking paltry honor, “It's 
not what the Stones are about, 
hesaid.“I wouldn'tlet that fa 
lynear me witha sharp stick, let 
aloneasword.” 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS DANGLE FROM TREE BRANCHES IN FRONT 
of the Raffles L'Ermitage, the Beverly Hills hotel where Britney 
Spears slept last night—and where the paparazzi who keep watch 
over her nowsit waiting. Although she ownsa mansion in L.A.,she 
often crashes in hotels because, the press speculate, her cupboards 
athomeare bare: She likes to order room service. Spearsis the only 
celebrity in the world under photographers’ 24-hour watch, a sur- 
veillance mode usually reseryed for prisoners and suicides. Some 
of the core group of 15 orso lensmen who call themselves “her paps” 
pass the stakeout hours online, chatting with women via wireless 
laptop connections. Some smoke pot. Felix, the team captain for 
X17, the paparazzi agency with the closest ties to Britney, occasion- 
ally looks down at his phone to find a text message from Sam Lutfi, 
Spears’s confidant and de facto manager since last summer, Felix 
reads aloud: “She is inside.” 

“Britney is money,” says another X17 photographer, stand- 
ing next to the BMW that pictures of Britney have bought him. 
Someone tells the story of the day they followed her halfway to Las 
Vegas. She got takeout from Taco Bell at a rest stop in the desert. 
‘Then she turned the car around and drove home. “Britney is crazy,” 
says another, bemused. 

We have been waiting since about 10 A.m., and the thrill, at 
8:39 p.M,, as two hotel security guards appear at the entrance to 
the garage, is libidinal: When Britney's 612-horsepower Mercedes 
SL65 AMG shoots out of the driveway, ripswest on Burton Way and 
up Foothill Road, it’s sweet release. 

Britney drives like a rabbit being chased across a field. Trailed 
by 10 cars, she signals right, then turns left. Glides into a left-turn 
lane, makes a right. On Wilshire Boulevard, slows from 50 miles 
per hour down to 15, then bangs an illegal U-turn into brake- 
screeching traffic. The driver in the lead mutters, “Bitch.” 

Then he’s cut off by a Mercedes SL500 steered by Adnan 
Ghalib, a daredevil-fearless paparazzo who usually rides at the 
front of the pack. 

If Britney has been in hiding all day and her paps have gotten 
no pictures, they hope for a red light at the top of Coldwater 
Canyon, the last intersection before her house. Tonight they're 
lucky, Britney stops; Ghalib pulls his Benzinto the oncoming traf- 
fic lane, slams into park and the gang crowds around her car for 
just less than a minute, 

‘Thus surrounded, Britney, in the same outfit she wore last 
night, doesn’t look at the photographers but focuses on a point in 
the aira few inches in front of her nose, slowly pivoting her head on 
the axis of her neck, clicks and flashes dicing her movement like a 
strobe, She seems to be basking, and she seems to be trapped. Even 
her vehicle looks resigned: A smashed headlight has been out for 
weeks, and she’s still driving on a spare tire from a flat she had in 
October. (Her paps changed it for her.) 

When the light turns, the paps scramble back to their cars, 
Britney turns right, guns itand they lethergo. The white carshrinks 
into the darkness, wriggling up Mulholland toward the gated com- 
munity where she lives. 

The Britney chase feels like a video game where, every moment, 
you're sure you're going to die; yet againstall odds, despite all care- 
lessness, nothing kills you. Even the photographers who do this 
every day admit that they're scared by it. One X17 videographer 
warns, “Someone is going to get hurt, man.” 
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Without prompting, he mimes holding up a camera with one 
hand and dialing his phone with the other—explaining that the 
video ofan accidental death cannot legally be sold, unless the cam- 
eraman can prove he was calling 911 at the same time. Clearly, he's 
given thisendgame some thought. There's no way not toask: Would 
avideo of Britney's death be the ultimate prize? 

“That would be horrible,’ he says. “No, no, Nobody wants that.” 


2. THE POP STAR 

ASIDE FROM STARBUCKS FRAPPUCCINOS, BRITNEY'S PRIMARY 
nourishment nowadays is the attention of paparazzi, whoslake the 
public's unquenchable thirst for details of her travails, Britney has 
been a figure of fascination since her debut in 1999, back when she 
was everything a girl was, and wasn't, supposed to be. The 17-year- 
old small-town Southern Christian Mouseketeer virgin-sexpot 
became a superstar—Lolita, Cinderella and Elvis Presley all in 
one—by tarting up aschoolgirl’s uniform and shimmying down the 
halls ofa high school in the video for“... Baby One More Time," her 
firstsingle. Britney's image wasa pop masterpiece, fashioned in her 
songs’ and videos’ provocative blend of innocence and experience. 
She grew into a Grammy-winning artist who, alone among female 
singers, debuted four consecutive albums (which, together, sold 75 
million copies) at No. 1, Today, however, she's become the undi- 
luted essence of celebrity, and almost no one—not even Britney— 
seems much interested in her music. To promote her 2007 album 
Blackout, Britney did exactly one telephone interview, which last- 
ed seven minutes. Disasters, not music, have become her product, 

Steve Lunt, the A&R executive who steered her for most of her 
career, is baffled by the implosion. “It's very upsetting to see what's 
going on in her life,” he says. “She was always driven and focused. 
The most quietly, deceptively ambitious person you could meet, 
But when you lose your focus, it’s very hard to refocus.” Haltingly, 
Luntadds, “You don't know where this thing is going to go.” 

For now, it’s off the rails. In the past 18 months, her transgres- 
sions, proven and alleged, have escalated beyond almostany in pop 
history. Next to Britney Spears, Courtney Love is Miss Manners. 
Since leaving her husband Kevin Federline in late 2006, she has 
flashed her vagina, shaved her head, physically attacked paparazzi 
and gone to rehab (twice). She has been charged with hit-and-run, 
effectively declared an unfit mother by the state of California and 
been fired by her lawyers (again, twice). She turned in the most dis- 
astrous performance of her career at MTV's Video Music Awards 
show, gotdumped by her management firm and cleaned herhands 
of almost everyone who played any significant role in her first 25 
years of life. She passes many days on what Ben Evansted, the 
paparazzo who took the most famous images of her genitals, calls 
“long drives to nowhere,” punctuated by stops at gas stations, tan- 
ning salons, drug stores, pet stores and fast-food restaurants. In 
December, OK! magazine reportedly paid $1 million for an inter- 
view with Britney's mother, Lynne, and her sister, Jamie Lynn, in 
which the 16-year-old announced she was pregnant. When paps 
asked Britney what she thought of the news, she inadvertently 
revealed the degree of her estrangement from her family: With a 
scowland a giggle, she said, “My sister's not pregnant!” 

Iftherewasany remaining boundary between her publicand pri- 
vate lives, it vanished just before Christmas, when shespent thenight 










































ina hotel with Adnan Ghalib, the alpha pap who works for a small 
agency called Finalpixx. Britney's self-created Stockholm syndrome, 
itseemed, was consummated. Then, when it looked likethings could 
not possibly get worse, police were called to Britney's home when she 
refused to relinquish her two children after their scheduled visit on 
January 3. After a three-hour standoff, she was strapped toa gurney 
and taken by ambulance to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. The next 
day, she lost all visitation and custody rights to her 

Lindsay is a lightweight, Paris is a shoe-in for Junior League, 
compared to Britney. Her mess has become tragedy. Where did 
things go wrong? Many outsiders blame her problems on drug 
abuse, a theory given some weight when the judge in her custody 
battle wrote of her “habitual, frequent and continuous use of con- 
trolled substances and alcohol.” 

But in scores of interviews with her former friends and associ- 
ates, a more complex account of her agonies takes shape. A busi- 
ness associate who helped her prepare for September's VMAs 
performance says, “There's obviously some substance-abuse issues 
going on ... Buteven if, hypothetically, she was out the night before 
the VMAs doing blow and then took a Xanax to come down and 
then got drunk right before the show—even if she did that—even 
that wouldn't explain the performance. She wouldn't have done 
that if there weren't some self-sabotage going on.” (Spears did not 
respond to interview requests from Blender.) 

Britney once had an A-list team of publicists, managers. 
yers and handlers that rivaled any superstar’s. Now she’s 
tially reduced that staff to one person: Sam Lutfi, a 33-year-old 
Hollywood gadabout with a questionable past, a couple of low- 
budget film credits asa producer and no apparent qualifications for 
his current position. A prominent former Spears adviser believes 
that Lutfi “has the potential to cause enormous problems, to sink 
her deeper in the hole and exploit her ina lasting w: 

Like all child stars, Britney Spears has been exploited, with 
varying degrees of calculation, since her career began—so much 
so that it may be the kind of relationship in which she now feels 
most at home. “She got chewed up by this new celebrity culture 
and spat out, so it’s hard not to feel some sympathy for her;” s 
VH1 Executive Vice President Michael Hirschorn. “She really was 
turned into alab rat.” While her troubles include substance abuse, 
pressure from public scrutiny and a failure to understand that 
actions have consequences, many who've been close to her over 
the years agree that her most basic problem is something else. 
“This goes deeper,” says Melinda Bell, a former member of her 
management team. “It has to do with something about love.” 





























3. THE BREADWINNER 
JAMIE SPEARS, ACONTRACTOR, AND HIS WIFE, LYNNE, ASCHOOL- 
teacher, were churchgoing people in the small town of Kentwood, 
Louisiana, when their daughter Britney was born. “They weren't 
stage parents,’ Steve Lunt says firmly. Yet from the time that 2-year- 
old Britney first asked to take dance lessons, her desire to per- 
form has been the defining feature of her family’s life. Jamie 
had a drinking problem during Britney's childhood (he’s now 
sober), and construction projects sometimes took him from his 
family for extended periods. That may have made it easier for 
Britney and Lynne to choose the gypsy life; when Britney was 
10, she moved to New York with her mother to become an off- 
Broadway baby. She was a runner-up on Siar Search the next year, 
and a regular on The New Mickey Mouse Club the year after that. 

By 17, Britney was her family’ pillar of strength: Her record deal 
even saved her parents from bankruptcy. Lynne, as well as Britney's 
brother, Bryan, were both on the girl’s payroll. “She was the bread- 
winnerin her family” says one former manager. “And when you know 
everyone’s living off you, you learn not to trust.” Moreover, again 
like most child stars, “she was never really taught how to live. Basic 
things: how to balance a checkbook, how things get done.” 

Still, she madesome very grown-up decisions, very 




















y. Maybe 


GO lendercom 


(e/2) 
OF THE TABE 
*sT YOUR KNOWLEDCT Te apiTNEY Bl 
TRAIN WRECK BY MATO Ue TESTIMONIAL 
CL AYER WITH HIS: 
1! A 
SHE HAS ATERRIBLE KIM ROBARD-RIFKIN, 
FARTING AND BURPING. the woman whose car 
PROBLEM!’ Spears hit-and-run ina San 
Fernando parking lot 
2) . 
“MEIONT MATTER TO ESTHER TOGNOZZI, 
HER!’ co-owner of Esther's 
Haircutting Studio, the 
s ‘San Fernando salon where 
“BRITNEY HAD A BLANK Spears shaved her head 
FACE AND SHOWED 


LITTLE EMOTION 
WHATSOEVER.” 
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MATT ENCINIAS, the 
random 21-year-old Spears 
got naked with ina hot tub 


4 HOPE SHE WILL DO at the Standard Downtown 
THE RIGHT THING THE hotel in L.A, 
NEXT TIME SHE COMES 
HERE” D 
JATINDER KAUR, owner 
5 of the Sherman Oaks 
“BRITNEY WAS THE Chevron gas station where 
FIRST ONE TO UNDRESS, Spears allegedly boosted a 
AND THEN EVERYONE $1.39 lighter 
ELSE FOLLOWED.” 


e 
TONY BARRETTO, a.k.a. 
Fat Tony, Spears’s former 
bodyguard 
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the most grotesquely curious and controversial event of her early 
career was herrumored choice, atage 17, to undergo surgical breast 
enhancement. Speculation about the procedure triggered criticism 
and raised the question of whether she would actually make such 
an extreme, and extremely sexualizing, choice—or whether Britney 
Spears was being created as a sexual girl-golem by dirty old record 
execs. A publicist who knew her says the call was Britney's and that 
the singer gave a startlingly simple explanation for her surgery at 
the time: “I work like a woman, everyone treats me like a woman, 
but Hook like a girl.” 
“If that’s what she wanted, who would have told her no?” asks 
Erie Foster White, who produced or cowrote six songs on her first 
album, ... Baby One More Time. It sold 20 million copies world- 
wide, and Jive Records released the follow-up, Oops! ... I Did It 
Again, the next year, “You have to understand that there's nobody 
in the equation who stood to benefit by giving it to her straight.” 
White says. 

On her first concert tour, Britney cultivated little rituals of 
escape. She liked to read (The Celestine Prophecy was a favorite) 
and write in her prayer journal. Her other escape was a secret 
romance with Justin Timberlake, with whom she'd had a special 
connection since their Mickey Mouse Club days. Then the relation- 
ship became public, and its eventual end only aggravated the snow- 
balling confusion of her public and private lives. In 2002, she was 
devastated by their breakup—even though, he said, it was her infi- 
delity with choreographer Wade Robson that ended things. On 
a radio program, Timberlake talked about their sex life, and her 
image asa virgin was ruined. The breakup, according to those clos- 
est to Spears, began her personal collapse. “Ever since then,” says 
one friend, “she’s been mad at the world.” 

Her rebound got ugly: reported cocaine use, flings with bad 
boys Fred Durst and Colin Farrell, and snubbing fans at premieres 
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forher movie debut, Crossroads, (Despite the film cal failure, 
winning producer Brian Grazer wanted to meet with her; 
‘y flaked on their bre: appointment.) 

‘That year, she also parted ways with her co-manager, teen-pop 
heavyweight Johnny Wright, whose creative vision had helped 
shape her image (her other longtime manager Larry Rudolph, a 
was the deal-maker and helped with her personal life and 
wes). Andthen she crossed another fateful line, French-kissi 
Madonnaat the 2003 VMAs. “I remember watching that,’s 
of her former handlers, “and thinking, A// it is now is sensation- 
alism, Tweens and moms were appalled. The shock value wasn't 
worth it” 


















4. THE BRIDE 
“FUNNY AS SHIT” SAYS A FORMER JIVE EXECUTIVE, WHEN ASKED 
what he thought of Spears’s decision, one night in Las Vegas 
in 2004, to marry a childhood friend from Kentwood, Jason 
Alexander. “She doesn’t connect the dots sometimes,” he explains. 
“Everyone thinks you only do those things when you're drunk or 
you're high. Britney can do things like that stone-cold sober,” The 
wedding was annulled 55 hours later, and Alexander gave a tabloid 
asexually explicit account of their brief marriage. 

Later that year, when Spears hada one-nightstand with an LFO 
backup dancer named Kevin Federline (nicknamed Meat Pole for 
his manhood), “it turned into a three-day stand at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel,” according to a Federline family friend. “All they did was 
have sex and order room service.” Afterward, “he called his broth- 
er Chris, like, ‘You're not going to believe whose back I broke,” and, 
the friend says, bragged that they hadn't used condoms, 

Britney invited Kevin to join her on a promotional tour in 
England, and though he didn’t have a passport, one was quick- 
ly procured, On the flight home, they got engaged, and then she 
bought herself'a $50,000 engagement ring. 

Britney's romance with Kevin also intensified her affair with 
the paparazzi. Two fantasies of love—with a man, and with the pub- 
lie—joined when she took Kevin tothe beach one afternoon toshow 
off her new boyfriend to the world. The number of photographers 
trailing | Britney doubled after Kevin came on the scene, and the 
value of'a premium shot of her climbed 500 percent. 

She was rich and famous. He was, as she put it, “normal.” She 
claimed to love this about him, but the discrepancy caused trouble 
from the start. Britney's solution? Equalize their status by starring, 
together in a reality show. Against all advice, Britney insisted, and 
the result, UPN’s Br & Kevin: Chaotic, van for five episodes, 

“Tknewitwas bad for her; says asource who was involved in the 
deal, “But I thought, Fuck it. Tilmakea lotofdough? 

“Chaotic destroyed the image that we had worked so careful- 
ly to create,” says one of her advisers at the time, who opposed the 
project. “She thought that if'she showed the world everything, eve- 
ryone would love her forit, What itdid, instead, was make her look 
like white trash —and that She's better than that. 
It created an appetite for th girl.and created this 
spiral where nothing can satisfy 









































































Chaotic, awithering ma: and dead 
ening sexual compulsivene y Britney and 
Kevin with handheld cameras. It is porn withoutskin, reeking with 





the unacknowledged despair of people who have become things, 
even to themselves. 
Tna hotel room, Kevin asks, 
Great.” 
‘Why do you feel great?” 
The sey is great.” 
Kevin: “Whatelse is great? Is itjust the se 
Cut to an interview where Britney explains howshe overcomes 
obstacles to intimacy with Kevin: “I’m not really good with just 
really being intimate one-on-one, and I think it helped me to have 
acamera there, instead of it just being me and him.” 


“How do you feel?” 

















5. THE MOMMY 
THE COUPLE HAD TWO CHILDREN (SEAN PRESTON, NOW 2, AND 
yden James, 1; Federline has two previous children neat actress 










so everything happened fast,” says one former handles unsur- 

od that Britney and Kevin’ relationship quickly circled the 
in. Kevin told friends of wild mood swings and fights, calling 
sometimes triggered by the hou 
spent jealously scouring the list of female “friends” on his My 
page. Though sources close tothe couple say Kevin was philander- 
ing and a bit of a freeloader, his experience with fatherhood made 
him the more domestic spouse. “He was Mr, Mom,’ changing dia- 
afr tend: 




















ean and ‘ideo. To set he meen straight, Bribeey. 
tearful Dateline NBC interview with Matt Lauer. She did her own 
hair and makeup, wore a cheap outfit, chewed gum throughout 
the conversation and talked about how much she enjoys hous 
keeping, She was trying to show the world she was a regular gir 
and thather recent maternal mishaps—nearly dropping Sean out- 
side a hotel, letting him ride in her lap instead of'strapped in acar 
seat—had been unfairly magnified by relentless public scrutiny. 
But the interview, a PR disaster, only made her look more discon- 
nected from reali 

‘That fall, Britney called former manager Larry Rudolph to 
New York for a meeting. (The two had parted w round the 
time of Chaotic.) When he showed up, she announced she was 
divoreing Federline and wanted to rehire Rudolph and get back 
to work. Despite her best intentions, though, her ‘ipline had 
waned, and as Thanksgiving approached, she went on a hedonis- 
tic, labia-flashing tear through Hollywood clubland with her new: 
buddy Paris Hilton. 

Last Valentine's Day, an inner cirele of family and friends gath- 
ered to persuade Britney toseck help for substance abuse, and she 
flew with Rudolph to a rehab fa in Antigua. The next day she 
checked out, returned to L.A., shaved her head, attacked a pap’s car 
with an umbrella and spent five days going wild before voluntar- 
ily checking into Promises rehab center in Malibu. She stayed for 
only 30 days of the center's standard 45-day program and returned 
homein March. 

She ended her rehabilitation early “because that would have 
required her toadmit, in front of the world, that she had problems. 
‘That was the one thing she couldn't do,” says one of Britney's cl 
est companions during this time, sounding eaten by frustration. “Is 
there anyone on the planet, except for Britney Spears, who cannot 
see that Britney has a problem? After that, she pushed her family, 
literally everyone, av 

So, Britney was willing to let go of every intimate relationship she 
had, toavoid admitting to the abstract mass of “the public’ that herlife 
wasamess—even though everyone knew thatherlifewasamess? 

‘hat would not be an unreasonable reading of the situation.” 

‘A June divorce ruling in accordance with Britney and Key 
prenuptial agreement stipulated joint custody of the children. 
Federline’s lawyer, Mark Vincent Kaplan, challenged the finan- 
cial settlement, which was in accordance with the prenup: alump 
sum rumored to be about $1 million. In September, Britney agreed 
to give Kevin an extra $20,000 per month for the rest of his life. 

On the same day Britney made this concession, Kaplan filed 
achallenge to the custody agr . The court quickly gathered 
testimony of Britney's odd beh; 
Celebrity Shit (driving without a v 
Freudian stories from a former bodyguard of “nudity by Ms. 
Spears, drug use and safety issues involving the children, post- 
rehab.” Within weeks, County Superior Court Commissioner 
Scott Gordon temporarily suspended Britney's physical custo- 
dy of the children. He ordered her to undergo random drug test- 
ing, mandated parenting classes for the couple, forbade them to > 
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drink alcohol within 12 hours of assuming physical custody of the 
kids and gave a pathetically rudimentary list of guidelines about 
howto behave with their boys: “Each partys restrained from mak- 
ing derogatory remarks about the other party and the other party's 
family or significant other, either directly orindirectly, tothe minor 
children, and from allowing anyone else to do so.” 

Here, the relationship between the California court and the 
kangaroo court of online gossip took a bizarre twist. The week 
before Commissioner Gordon suspended Britney's custody rights, 
he had decreed that the children “shall be transferred in a properly 
insured and registered vehicle, which shall be driven only bya prop- 
erlyinsured driver who hasacurrentand valid driver's license.” Two 
days later, TMZ.com posted a photo of Britney, who had still not 
gotten a license, driving her children in Malibu. 

‘Thenext day, Federline’s lawyer convinced the judge to suspend 
custody rights. 

‘This was not, by far, Spears’s only violation of the courtorders. 
She had blown off drug testing and parenting classes and had 
been seen drinking alcohol within 12 hours before picking up the 




















boys. (TMZ offered proof by posting video of her in a club.) But 
from this point on, the infinite feedback loop between her bad 
behavior and its coverage online was sealed. TMZ and X17online. 
com videos of Britney, taken in the months following her custody 
suspension, show her running stop signs and rolling over a pap's 
foot. She bumps another pap with her car, wincing, “sorry, sorry. 
sorry” in a baby voice; then, when she cannot figure out how to 
exita parking garage, looks pleadingly to the paps and they come 
to her aid. They pump her gas, guide her through everyday con- 
fusion at a fast-food drive-through window and often pick up her 
tab. Not without reason, she seems to think there's no need to set- 
tle her own accounts. She plays the role they expect her to play. 
Ina Van Nuys filling station, she picks up a $1.39 Bic lighter and 
walks away with it, looking into the video cameras and saying, “I 
stole something! Oh, I'm bad. Ohhh!” 

Ofall the paparazzi agencies, X17has emerged during the past 
yearas the one with the closest relationship with Britney. Brandy 
Navarre, who owns X17 with her husband, Francois, tells a sto- 
ry of the day Britney went to a tanning salon and told her secu- 
rity man, “Get X17 for me. She goes into a private booth and she 
starts giving us this message she wants to put out to her fans. She 
affected this Valley-girl voice, and she basically told us that it was 
her mother and Larry Rudolph who forced her into rehab, but 
that she was never on drugs or alcohol. She knew we'd put it on 
the Web site unedited.” 

Navarre also brags that X17 scored the first interview with 
Sam Lutfi: “We were the first people to come out with his name 
and who he was.” Navarre initially received tips from “funny pseu- 
donyms,” and then, “out of the blue.” she says. “Sam started telling 
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methings... that the 7MZs and the Us Weeklys of the world die for? 
Where Britney is concerned, Lutfi became X17's Deep Throat. 


6. THE WINGMAN 

WHEN SAM LUTFI MET BRITNEY LAST YEAR, THEY WERE BOTH 
going through transitions. She had begun distancing herself from all 
of her old intimates; he had been barred bya restraining order from 
contacting Danny Haines, a 29-year-old man from Orange County 
who had been his close friend. 

‘There are at least two other outstanding restraining orders 
against Lutfi, Documents for both cases demonstrate his violent 
temper. This third case, however, raises deeper and more chill- 
ing questions about Lutfi’s character, and about his relationship 
with Britne 

Danny Haines, who spoke exclusively with Blender, met Sam 
Lutfi on MySpace in the fall of 2005, Haines was at alow ebb when 
they met, he The bare outlines ofhissituation bearsomeresem- 
blance to Britney's: His professional life was adrift, his relationshiy 
with old friends and family were 
repair and he had some secrets that he 
didn’twantanyone to know. 

Lutfi was fun to be with. 
claimed to be friends with celel 
from Kate Beckinsale to Roseanne 
Bart, and he seemed to know every 
nightclub bouncer in L.A. With Lutfi, 
it seemed like you could 
Kall the rules 

Their fun was fueled by long, confes- 
sional conversations in which Haines 
scribed his unsatisfying, distant rela- 
tionships with his family. Lutfi'saccount 
ofhis own background—he grew up in 
a tight-knit family in Woodland Hills, 
California, where his mother reported- 
ly owns several gas stations—sounded 
ideal by comparison. 

Haines says Lutfi wanted to know 
everything about him—every secret, every problem—and Haines 
complied. It seemed that nothing shocked Lutfi, even when 
Haines, whois straight, told him about some X-rated, homoerotic 
modeling he had done for a photographer he'd met online. 

Haines remembers the night Lutfi offered to straighten out 
his life: “He said, ‘Tcan help you. I can help your parents. But you 
need to be honest with me. If you're lying to me about anything, 
Tl know.” 

‘To Haines’s fractured ego, Lutfi’s social skills and emotional 
intelligence were magnetic. He encouraged Haines to “stand up 
for myself” and at the same time worked to become indispensable 
to him. Lutfi ingratiated himself with Haines’s family, acting as a 
go-hetween and informal counselor. 

Haines says their relationship was not romantic or sexual but 
that Lutfi was more jealous than a lover. He could be supportive one 
day and vicious the next, leaving voicemails tracing extremes from 
“You're a worthless motherfucker” to “I love you. man. I love you to 
death” He says that although Lutfi also made some feckless ges- 
tures toward an old-fashioned con job—Haines claims Lutfi bor- 
rowed about $18,000 that he did not pay back, though Lutfi’s moth- 
erfinally settled much of the debt—Lutfireserved most ofhis energy 
for emotional blackmail and extortion. “Everybody hates you,” he 
wrote to Haines, suggesting that Haines should just kill himself: 

sly, sleeping pills, LOTS of them ..." (Lutfi declined to com- 
tory.) 

When Haines finally cut the cord, Lutfi humiliated him. He 
e-mailed naked photographs of Haines to his family, friends, 
colleagues and employer. Then he texted and called incessantly, 
telling Haines he hoped his sister would be “raped to death,’ > 
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according toa courtdocument. Inan e-mail about Haines’s moth- 
er (‘that Mormon bitch”), Lufti wrote, “I hope Satan devours her 
flesh and bones,” and said he looked forward to the day when he 
would “piss on [her] burial.” 

Such communications moved Haines to seek the restraining 
order, which also protects his mother from being contacted by Lutfi. 
A few months later, Haines says that Lutfi called his brother-in-law 
to say he'd met a celebrity whom he wanted to set Haines up with. 
Later, Haines saw photographs of Lutfi with Spears in the tabloids. 
In those pictures, Lutfi was wearing a bodybuilding shirt and base- 
ball cap that he had taken from Haines. 

Haines, whose relationship with Lutfi was the subject ofa few 
obscure blog comments after Lutti’s other restraining orders were 
reported in December, says he subsequently received an e-mail 
from Lut address, which he read as a warning: “One of 
your friends is writing to some magazines about your history with 
my brother... [don’t think that’s wise for him to do.’ The warning 
came with what sounded like a threat: “hose pictures and your 
history isn’t so positive either and I'm sureyou wouldn't want that 
tobe publicas well” 



































Informed of the details of Haines’s relationship with Lutfi, 
Jamie and Lynne Spears, who declined to discuss Lutfi on the 
record, both expressed grave concern to Blender about his ongoing 
involvementin their daughter's life. They encouraged Haines to go 
public with his story. 

“If Sam's not doing anything wrong with Britney, if he's not 
worried about being exposed,” Haines asks, “why would his sister 
besaying, Don’t talleabout my brother and his past?” 


7. THE WORST PERSON INTHE WORLD 
BRITNEY SHOWED AT LEAST A GLIMMER OF SANITY WHEN, ON 
Saturday, January 5, she reportedly ignored “Dr. Phil” MeGraw, the 
TV therapist who surprised her at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, 
then spoke about the visit to Entertainment Tonight. But even 
he would have been an improvement on Lutfi, who, Haines 
described himself as an “unlicensed counselor” in the court hear 
ing that led to the restraining order. 

‘The symbiosis between stars and sleazebags is as old as show 
business. The story rarely has a happy ending (see Anna Nicole 
Smith), and talent alone saves no one (see Judy Garland). Lutfi’s 
personal history addsa itighie element to the unsavory task of 
forecasting Britney's fate. 

For countless observers, Britney's latest unraveling brought 
that impulse to the surface. A Detroit radio station announced, 
then canceled, a “Britney Suicide-Watch” contest, inviting listen- 
ers to name the date fora $1,000 prize. Just shy of grave-dancing, 
Perez Hilton gloated that his Web site received an all-time high 
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of more than 10 million hits on the day the star was hospitalized: 
“Thanks, Britney! 








vhat seem to be kinder thoughts. Just a few 
‘s before the January meltdown, Bonnie Fuller, chief edi- 
an Media Inc., which publishes Star 
magazine, told Blender that “ev vats her to get better.” 
‘Then, asked to name her best-selling Spears cover story, Fuller 
answered, “BRITNEY HITS ROCK BOTTOM W: * seeming- 
ly withoutirony. 

“Ithink she’s really lost most of her far 
tinued. “She's done the ultimate betrayal toher fans, by appearing 
tobea bad: mother. That acmething that even ie most seadts ae 
fan 





















ave fallen victim Lo addictions that they can’t control, but they're 
basically good people” 

Britney became the tabloids’ wet dream by making herselfthe 
very image of a bad person. More than that: the worst person. 
Thereis, itseems, no limitto the number of thingsyou can hate her 
for. She's irresponsible, lazy, selfish, arrogant, stupid, ta 
depraved as to look almost 
(Paris Hilton nicknamed her “the ani- 
mal.”) She does not take care of her- 
self, and still she could have sex with 
almost anyone she wants. She revels 
in her own violation and inyites you to 
the orgy: “I can’t control myself They 
want more/Well, I'll give‘em more 
she sings on Blackout. 

After Britney's catatonie VMAs 
performance of*Gimme More,’ashort 
video called “Leave Britney Alone!” 
became a monster hit on YouTube. 
Chris Crocker, an androgynous actor 
from Tennessee, appeared on the 
verge of nervous breakdown, a lone 
voice crying out in her defense. It was 
a sequel to a video he had posted the 
previous week, “Back up, Britney hat- 
's st like Britney when 
she's Tike Britney when she looks homeless. [like Bri ‘itney 
when her hair extensions, her tracks are showing. | like Britney 
when her cootch is showing ... Because [ love BRIT. NEY. OK? 
Not the persona. he person, I love Britney for real reasons. [love 
Britney for Britney.” 

Crocker, naturally, parlayed his YouTube fame into a deal for 
areality show. There is no way of knowing how much of his screed 
was staged and how much was sincere. Yet the sentiment, like all 
fans’ feelings about celebrities, requires one fundamental correc- 
tion: Chris Crocker can’t love the real Britney, because he doesnot 
know the real Britney. 

Yet even the people who do know the real Britney don’t know 
her anymore. Her former manager Johnny Wright “Tm not 
pointing fingers, but I can’t believe that she woke up one morn- 
ing and said, ‘Tdon’t want my family, oranyone else I knew, to be in 
touch with me anymore: 

“People say she needs to go to rehab. | think she just needs a 
friend—somebody not caught up in Hollywood, not looking for a 
paycheck. Somebody she trusts has to step up and break it down 
forher” 

When Wright worked with her, Britney had a personal assist- 
antnamed Felicia Culotta. “She was her friend first, and she worked 
for peanuts. She had no other agenda than Britney's well-being,” 
Wrightsays 

Recently he told her, cia, you need to reach out to her.” 

Culotta’s answer was a measure of Britney's isolation, and a 
sign of her peril. She said, “Johnny, they won't let me in.” (===) 
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NATASHA BEDINGFIELD 


THIS SOULFUL BRITISH 
HITMAKER IS POP’S WHOLESOME GOODGIRL. SOWHY IS SHE BRAGGING ABOUT 
HER POLE DANCING AND TELLING US WHERE 


TO FIND PHOTOS OF HER KNICKERS? 


BY JODY ROSEN 
PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK SQUIRES 


The English press has pegged you as a Goody Two-shoes. The title of your song “Size 
Matters” sounds promising—but it turns out to be about the size of a guy’s heart. Tell 
the truth: Are you really such a good girl? I suppose I am, a bit. I was a late bloomer. 


I didn't have a boyfriend until I was 18. I don’t take drugs or anything, so I guess that 


makes me abit boring. 
You're not exactly Amy Winehouse. Could you at 
least kick her ass ina street fight? In a fistfight? 
Easy. I mean, look at me. I'm an athlete! 

Have you been pressured by your record company 
to be more sexed-up? Yeah, but I always foughtit. 
just wanted to be known for my music, not for, 
you know, being a great pole dancer. Even though 
lam. 





































Really? There’s a pole right over there, you know. 
‘You'll just have to take my word for it. 


Your hit “I Wanna Have Your Babies” was banned 
froma U.K. radio station out of concern that 

it might promote teen pregnancy. That's kind 

of gangsta. Its hilarious, because that song is 
tongue-in-cheek. It’s about the fantasies you have 
on a first date. It’s about not saying what's on 

your mind—you know, some girls start fantasiz- 
ing about getting married and having kids right 
off the bat. And guys aren’t any different—they 

__ aren't going to come right out and tell a girl what 
_ __ they're fantasizing about on the first date, because 
shed probably just get up and leave. Or maybe 
she wouldn’t—in which case you'd have a really 
memorable first date. 

_ Doyou get stalked by paparazzi? All the time! 

_ Some are nice, but lots of them just try to provoke 
‘you. Because that's what they want: apicture of 
‘you giving them the finger or beating them up. 


"going tobe the pay picture tii ee ever. 
‘Iwas onstage once and the wind caught my skirt 
__andit came up for, like, a split second. And that’s 
probably the most-published picture of me. Get 
yourself to Google. 

‘The tabloids once reported that you were dating 

__ Nick Lachey, True? That's because I was standing 


in a picture with him! I was in New York, and 
no one had told me where the cool clubs were. 
And somehow Nick Lachey knew where they all 
were. So we went to the club. That's all. 
You toured with Justin Timberlake and recorded 
a song with Adam Levine. Are you sure you 
never made out with either of them? They wish. 
Who’s your most famous fan? Well, Prince 
knows who I am. We sang together, actually, ata 
party at his house in L.A. His house is amazing. 
Ithas a purple elevator. 
You've got a very big, soulful tone in your sing- 
ing voice. It's not what you would expect to hear 
coming from a drug-free Breck girl. When Tm 
in the studio, staying up late writing and record- 
ing, I half-Jose my voice. And it sounds great. I 
think personality in singing is the most impor- 
tant thing. I did grow up in that kind of soul 
scene, and I do love those Whitney Houston 
kind of vocal runs or whatever. But Td always 
sacrifice a really good run for feeling. With so 
many singers today, all they do are those runs. 
Tmlike, Please, you don't even understand what 
youre singing! 
You grew up in London. But your parents are 
from New Zealand, right? Yeah, and my family 
still has that Kiwi culture. We call it “Bri-Wi” 
‘So can you drop into a Kiwi accent? Yes, a little 
bit. 
Say the words “Bret” and “Jemaine” for us. 
Oooh, Flight of the Conchords! I love that show! 
really want to guest-star on it. Orat least cover 
one of the songs. [Sings] “Its business, its busi- 
ness time!” fase] 
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BEST ROCK STAR ALIVE 
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Whoa, man, take it easy! 


HE'S HIP-HOP’S RESIDENT WORD-TWISTING, PILL-POPPING, GUNSLINGING GENIUS. BUTIS HE 
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Thero, that's better. 


TOO CRAZY FOR HISOWN GOOD? BY JONAH WEINER * PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL EDWARDS 
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Music 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, please rise for the Greatest 
fie Rapper on Earth. He is two hours late, which is on the 

early side by his clock. He's five-feet-six, which is perhaps 

shorter than you were expecting, but it’s a magisterial, 
Yoda kind of short. He carries a Styrofoam cup thick with a woozy- 
making purple potion. He drifts around the room like a good 
smell, receiving the faithful (in this case, his entourage) with a lazy 
handshake. He carries himself like some well-fed, opium-eating 
pasha: regal, radiating satisfaction, really stoned. And when he 
greets Blender, it isn't a hello so much as a benediction: We say, 
“Hey, man,’ and he responds, as though setting mortal eyes upon 
him is enough to defy credulity, “Believe.” 

We knew this about him: Lil Wayne is seriously into Lil Wayne. 
“Don’t I look fresh?” he asks the gathered at Alanta’s Hot Beats 
Recording Studios. We nod. His look is skater-fabulous: fitted 
black sweatshirt, diamonds everywhere, multicolored Nike 
Uptowns. His dreadlocks are gathered nonchalantly into a rubber 
band, and ared bandana plumes from his back-right jeans pocket: 
a gangbanger's flag doubling as a dandy’s flourish. “Look at me.” 
he says. “You could bury me looking like this.” 

It's 9 p.m, and Wayne is checking in fora night of work. His cup 
brims with Hawaiian Punch and promethazine codeine cough 
syrup; he drinks the stuff constantly—for pleasure, for the chronic 
head-and-chest colds that have given his voice its signature Speak 
& Spell croak and because he can't stop. “If I go off it,” he explains, 
“I go into withdrawal.” 

Since early 2005—even before Hurricane Katrina sneezed 
Wayne's hometown of New Orleans into near oblivion—the 
rapper, 25, has split his time between Miami, Atlanta and his 
tour bus. He's here this December evening to work on songs for 
his sixth studio album, Tha Carter III, which should be hip-hop's 
biggest release of 2008, anticipated by gangsta-rap obsessives, 
blog dorks, the music industry and his peers alike (Kanye West, 
Jay-Z and T.L. are all on-the-record Weezy appreciators). 

He instructs his engineer, Darius “Deezle” Harrison, to fire 
up a new song; as soon as he hears his own music, Wayne grows 
wild, his slow-mo confidence shoved abruptly aside by a raging, 
theatrical egotism. The track is called “Dinnertime,” in which 
‘Wayne compares other rappers to food and then eats them, chewing 
noises included, Faced with his prodigious skills, he stutter-steps 
around the room, headbanging with increasing violence. “I'm too 
sick,” he says, revving himself up. “Too sick! I don’t even wanna 
listen to my own shit, ‘cause it makes me want to kill somebody!” 
‘The moment the song ends, Wayne bellows at no one in particular, 
“Fuck yo' favorite rapper!” He tells Deezle to dial up another track 
and reiterates his point, stomping his Nikes to emphasize each 
syllable: “FUCK! YO"! FAV! OR! ITE! RAP! PER!” 

Lil Wayne's self-regard is so high, his urge to prove his best~ 
ness so total, that trying to communicate this, he can exceed 
propriety and, often, logic itself. That’s when he says things like, 
“I'm better than Jay-Z.” or “I will annihilate your favorite rapper— 
even if it’s me” or “I'm a Martian, and if you understand me, then 
you're Jesus Christ.” 

Tonight he announces, “Fuck it, I'm not even a rapper. I'm past 
that.” Dramatic pause. “I'm an R&B singer now.” Then he plays us 
“Staring at the World,” in which he serenades a crush through a 
vocoder: E.T. meets T-Pain. “Call me T-Wayne; he says. “I have an 
album coming out called Luv Sawngz. It’s me being more creative, 
more talented, more than hip-hop” 

Tf anyone can back up this sort of bravado right now, it’s Lil 
Wayne. Forthe past two years—aspan in which Wayne has produced 
two official albums, a half-dozen mix tapes and 60-plus guest 
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verses—he's been upending everything we know about gangsta rap. 
In his songs, he'll threaten bloody murder one moment, shout out 
Harry and the Hendersons the next. He's as comfortable rapping 
alongside Jay-Z as he is Enrique Iglesias. Gangsta orthodoxy says 
you can't turn a ho into a housewife, so Wayne releases “Prostitute,” 
about settling down with a card-carrying skank; gangsta orthodoxy 
says don't get high on your own supply, so he releases “I Feel Like 
Dying,” an eerie transmission from the outer reaches of one wigged- 
out codeine binge. And when a photo surfaced last year of Wayne 
kissing his mentor, the rapper Bryan “Baby” Williams, there were 
no disavowals and denials. Instead, Wayne bragged about it. “Every 
nigga talking shit about me?" he declares. “All of they bitches would 
love to kiss me right now” 

Forget partying like a rock star: Wayne lives, breathes, eats 
pills and sleeps around like one. He plays electric guitar onstage 
and wears bling festooned with skulls; he's blissfully allergic to 
be-nice/act-nice media training; he’s been arrested on narcotics 
charges so often it’s a wonder Kate Moss hasn't come crawling; 
he’s pushed drug rap to a hallucinatory, existential extreme Jim 
Morrison would envy; and he oozes a dangerous, polyamorous, 
borderline-polymorphous sexuality. 

“I don't disguise anything about myself,” he says. “If there's 
rules in hip-hop, take me out of that motherfucker.” 





HE WAS BORN Dwayne Carter in New Orleans’s Hollygrove 
neighborhood. His bedroom was spare: no posters on the wall, 
no action figures (“I wasn't into that toy shit”), just a calendar, a 
Nintendo, a bunk bed. No siblings, though: He just decided he 
wanted a bunk bed, and his mother, Cita, a chef who'd become 
pregnant with Wayne at 19, indulged him. “I did perfect at school, 
so at home I was king,” Wayne explains. We're on a couch at Hot 
Beats, and a very cute girl named China (girlfriend? Atlanta 
girlfriend? She's certainly not Toya Johnson, with whom Wayne had 
a daughter at 14, nor the rapper Trina, to whom he's been linked, 
nor the actress Lauren London, to whom he was briefly engaged) 
sits quietly beside him, tracing spirals on his back as he talks. 

Wayne's childhood is hard to figure. On one hand, he was a 
bookish overachiever, enrolled in the gifted program at Lafayette 
Elementary. In middle school, he joined the drama club—you 
can YouTube him playing the Tin Man in The Wiz. He'd gotten 
his taste for performance at age 8, rapping on his front porch. 
“L had a crew called K.W.A.—Kids With Attitude,” he recalls. 
“Neighborhood girls would be the audience, and I always wound 
up getting booty’—bump-and-grind dancing, that is—“in the 
back yard after. That was encouraging,” 

On the other hand, he was, in his words, “a young G.” Wayne 
hardly knew his biological father, and by the time he turned 11, 
Cita had taken up with a drug dealer nicknamed Rabbit. “That 
was when I found out about all the things | shouldn’t have,” 
Wayne says. He started carrying a .32 Dillinger, loaded with 
bullets he'd purchased at 25 cents apiece from a neighbor. He'd 
bring his pistol to school and stow it in his “gifted desk.” Cortez 
Bryant, Wayne’ friend since junior high and now his manager, 
recalls that “at school, he could be as brainy as he wanted to be, 
but when that bell rang, he was back out in the jungle.” 

A couple of years later, Wayne’s mother bought him his 
first Glock. “My mama's a gangsta,” he says. “She told me every 
day, ‘Nigga play with you, you kill him: I believed her, and I do 
everything she say.” He stands up, agitated, and points at four 
teardrops tattooed on his face—these marks traditionally signify 
lives their bearer has snuffed out. “You see these four,” he says. 
“Lord, forgive me. But guess what, you play with me, I'll knock 
your head open and piss on your motherfucking eyes.” 

‘Talk about a paradox. The Tin Man? Toting a Glock? But when 
Wayne signed with local label Cash Money as a tween, he realized 
that rapping offered a perfect way to reconcile his middle-school- 
musical side with his eyeball-pissing mean streak. He dropped out 


hardest-working 
air freshener on the 
planet. 


of school at 14, and a year later Wayne was touring the globe. 

There is one shooting victim Wayne will discuss: himself. He 
was 12, in his bedroom, wielding a hamburger and a 44, staging 
his own little Tawi Driver “You talking to me?” scene. “I was 
watching a Biggie video in the mirror, so I could see myself with 
the gun, Like, ‘Yeah, nigga! What, nigga?’ Stupid” The trigger 
slipped, and a bullet missed Wayne's heart by two inches. 

In these sorts of tales, he comes off like rap’s Chuck Norri 
when Lil Wayne falls in water, he doesn’t get wet; water gets 
Lil Wayne. How bad were you hurt? “I was a young G," he says, 
brushing his shoulder for effect. “It was all good.” Ditto the other 
time he survived a bullet: On his tour bus after ashow in Florida in 
2001, his friend refused to let some groupies aboard. The girls got 
pissed and fired two shots through the window. One struck Wayne 
in the chest. “It didn’t go all the way in, ‘cause the window slowed 
it down, he explains. “We pulled that motherfucker out, dropped 
iton the sofa, full of blood.” Chuck Norris can’t resist a punch line. 
“Twas like, ‘Damn! Them bitches wanted to fuck bad!” 





HIP-HOP IS home to many unsolved mysteries. Who killed 
Biggie? Who invented the remix? Who bought Kevin Federline’s 
album? And: How did Lil Wayne get so damn good? How did 
he go from competent, pint-size novelty to rap’s reigning simile- 
twister, brag-crafter and joke-lander—not to mention, on the 
smoldering “Georgia ... Bush,” its most eloquent post-Katrina 
spokesman? “I don’t know, man,” his friend T.I. says. “All I can 
say is, he’s been doing his push-ups.” 

Part of it is his voice—how it grew from adolescent wheedle 
to something brittle but sonorous, warm but alien. Part of it is 
age—not all child stars need go out in a blaze of rehab and crotch 
shots come adulthood. And part of it is mix tapes. Typically, these 











unofficial releases are repositories for ideas MCs deem too “street” 
or out-there for label release. Since 2002's 10,000 Bars, Wayne has 
released mix tapes compulsively, filling them with left-field boasts 
and surrealist doodles; now, if he wants to compare competitors to 
tuna casserole, he just does it. “Wayne always had strange ideas,” 
Bryant explains. “But mix tapes gave him an outlet.” 

‘That unhinged genius has only increased the pressure on him 
to delivera great, bottom-line-affecting, official CD. The question, 
though, is whether or not Wayne's wildness is its own liability. Tha 
Carter IIT has already been bumped several times, and you can 
almost hear Wayne’s label execs wondering whether he’s spread 
himself too thin, or whether rap’s finest free-associator can deliver 
a cohesive, capital-. |-A album. But do you think he cares? “Album, 
mix tape—” he scoffs “—when I’m behind that mic, I don't give a 
fuck. I have too much fun in the booth” 

Around midnight, Wayne has some fun in the booth. He 
decides to record the final verse for a song called “Dr. Carter.” Asa 
dusty funk groove loops, Wayne paces, checking his two-way. He 
hasn’t written out a rhyme in five years, but he’s always punching 
notes into his phone. After several minutes, he steps to the mic: 
“Swagger tighter than a yeast infection,” he begins. “Fly, go hard 
like geese erection.” The room cracks up. “Play that back,” Wayne 
says. He consults his two-way. Listens to the couplet. Returns to 
the mic. Goes through 16 bars like this, adding lines incrementally, 
tweaking his cadence, perfecting his phrasing, thinking up 
rhymes as he goes. The final product sounds exhilaratingly ad 
hoc and disjointed, like a rapped exquisite corpse. 

Finally, he emerges, Styrofoam cup and glowing blunt in hand. 
It's 1 .m. and his eyelids are so low he looks like he's sleepwalking. 
He listens to the playback and smiles. 

“Hear that?” he says, “Fuck yo’ favorite rapper.” 9] 
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BEST TV SHOW YOU'RE NOT WATCHING 


ROB & BIG 


ROB DYRDEK IS a stoner-mellow professional skateboarder 
e with a prankish streak a mile wide. Chris “Big Blac! 

Boykin is a six-foot-six, 375-pound bodyguard and former 
“male stripper.” Together they're the stars of MTV's best reality 
show not featuring, like, a total bitch. (Season three premiered last 
month, and a DVD containing the first two seasons is out now.) 
‘They spread mirth in and around Rob's swank Hollywood Hills 
pad, and their freewheeling, dude-did-you-see-that? rapport 
is buddy-comedy gold. The show's producers aren't above milking 
ample laughs from Big’s ample frame, either, Most episodes feature 
ayuk-yuk encounter between him and a small object (or, in one 
case, a miniature horse creatively nicknamed Mini-Horse), offering 
proof that some of the best reality shows are the ones constructed 
most like sitcoms. 

And, ye about a black dude in a white dude's 
this isn't Driving Miss Daisy. These guys radiate brotherly 
love—the opening song is Harry Nilsson’s “Best Friend” 
show presents them on basically equal footing, even if Big’s feet 
weigh as much as Rob soaking wet. Case in point: Hit MTV.com’ 
on-demand archive for the one where Rob kindly shaves Big’s 
back before a party. (Ew.) And we haven't even mentioned 
Meaty, the skateboarding bulldog the duo picked up in Arizona 
and took home via private jet. He's TV's best straight man 
since Ed McMahon, 
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BEST WRITER-PRODUCER YOU'VE 
NEVER HEARD OF 


RYAN TEDDE 





Quick, turn on the radio~chances are, 
there's a Ryan Tedder song playing right 
now. The 28-year-old singor-songwritor- 
producer has been dominating airwaves 
for months: “Apologize,” the debut single 
by his band OneRepublic, recently broke 
a record for U.S. Top 40 airplay, and 
“Bleeding Love,” which he cowrote and 
produced for British singer Leona Lewis, 
topped the U.K. charts for soven weeks 
straight. He's also helped pen hits for 
Jennifer Lopez (“Do It Well”), Natasha 
Bedingfield (“Love Like This") and Blake 
Lewis ("Break Anotha”). 

‘Tedder grew up in Oklahoma in a 
family of Pentecostal missionaries, “If 
the church doors were open, we were 
there," he says, Secular music was 
strictly off-limits: Whon he wanted to 
listen to, say, his Naughty by Nature 
tape, he had to convince his mom it was 
Christian rap. ("I told her‘O,P.P. stood 
for Other People's Prayers.) Tedder's 
biggest hits still sound like exquisitely 
Pro Tooled hymns, borne aloft by organs, 
strings and themes of sacrifice and loss. 
“A great melody lasts forever,” he says. 
“Ten years from now you're still going 
to be hearing ‘With or Without You' or 
Don't Want to Miss a Thing.’ You're not 
gonna be hearing Soulja Boy. | want my 
songs to be timeless.” 





. 
BEST REASON NOT TO HATE 
CHRISTIAN ROCK 


DAVID CROWDER BAND 


Recently, the David Crowder Band 
toured nightclubs to celebrate the 

release of its new album, Remedy. That's, 
romarkable only because Crowder makes 
“worship music,” a syrupy alternative for 
people who think Christian rock is too 
edgy. But by incorporating influoncos 
from olectronica to jam bands, the Waco, 
Texas, group has done more than just 
drag tight-assed Evangelicals into bars; 
they've helped bridge the gap between 
Evangelicals and secular culture, Along 
the way, Crowder has sold more than a 
million records and recorded with Ted 
Nugent, who says he was “moved” by the 
band, Was Crowder concerned about 
loosing the author of “Wang Dang Sweet 
Poontang” on the Christian-rock world? 
He was, says Nugent, “and my response 
was, Who the hell do you think made the 
wang dang, you dumb fuck? I'm celebrat- 
ing God's greatest work: 











. 
BEST SONG TO KARAOKE 
“LIVIN' ON A PRAY 
By Moby, ichose upcoming CD, 

Last Night, can be sung along to at 





finer karaoke bars everywhere 


“I'm not a very good singer, so I tend to, 
go for the rousing group song. Bon Jovi's 
‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ is the most fun— 
everyone knows every word of it, and the 
‘moment it comes on, the room feels like 
a7-Eleven parking lot in 1988. You just 
can't go wrong with an’8Os metal song.” 





FATHER Yoo: COURTESY OF 185 AOUARIAN, SOURCE ARCHIVES, GHOSTFACE DOLL: DAVIES + STARR, 
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. 
BEST DOLL FOR UNDER $300 


THE GHOSTFACE 
KILLAH DOLL 


Tiny silk robe? Check. Tiny Wallabees? 
Check, Bona-fide 14-karat-gold eagle 
wristband and dinner-plate medallion? 
Double check! This nine-inch-tall toy, 
created by 4Cast Limited, is nothing 

if not faithful to its namesake: It even 
raps! Produced in an ultra-limited run, 
‘tho doll sports a dorks-only price tag of 
$299, But while that may sound steep 
‘compared to most action figures, let's 
ssee Tickle Me Elmo rhyme “shot up in 
‘em deadly venom.” 











If Tenacious D designed a video game, 
it would look like the awesome and 
ridiculous brawler Briital Legend, due 
out later this year. In fact, the D's Jack 
Black voices our hero, a roadie who gets 
transported to a Nordic fantasy world— 
courtesy of a belt buckle “forged from 
‘the steel flesh of the fire beast”—where 
he must smite legions of demons and 
other foes with his trusty battle ax and a 
guitar capable of (literally) face-metting 
solos. And the game’s got metal cred to 
spare: Motorhead's Lemmy Kilmister, 
Judas Priest's Rob Halford and Ronnie 
James Dio provide additional voices, and 
Priest, Dio, Zakk Wylde, Black Sabbath, 
Kiss and Wolfmother soundtrack the 
mayhem. 


. 
BEST CONFESSION FROM A RECENT 
TELL-ALL 


WOOD'S 





“With the drug scene happening all 
around them, our children couldn't help 
but notice. [Wood's son] Jamie used to 
‘come downstairs in the morning, and if 
there were joint ends in an ashtray, he'd 
nick them .. Once Jamie noticed some- 
‘one on the sofa, thought the man looked 
‘familiar and stared until he recognized 
Christopher Reeve, who was out of his, 
brain. He came running back to w: 
crying, "You destroyed Superman! 





Is that a hood 
ornament between 
his legs or is 
Father Yod just. 
happy to see us? 





BEST CULT GENIUS YOU'VE NEVER HEARD OF 


FATHER YOD 


HIS EARTHLY NAME was James Baker. He came from 
fe Cincinnati to L.A. after World War II, and he went way 
native, picking up Eastern mysticism and gathering 
a group of far-seeing, freethinking, sexually daring young people 
who called him Father Yod and then, by the early "70s, YaHoWha. 
Together the master, his 14 “spiritual wives” and his followers 
ran the Source, a popular Hollywood health-food restaurant 
frequented by John Lennon and Bob Dylan. They lived in a man- 
sion and helped to psychedelicize the Sunset Strip scene. 

Soon thereafter, drug-damaged singer Sky Saxon, once the 
leader of the grungy Strip band the Seeds, fell in with the YaHoWha 
family, and they added guitars to the Tantric sex. With Yod as 
their frontman, the band—named the YaHoWha 13—recorded 
dozens of homemade albums of lysergic free-form chaos 
coveted today by collectors and the freak-folk legions they inspired. 
Devendra Banhart says Saxon gave him a secret family name as a 
teenager. Becky Stark of the indie folk-rock quartet Lavender 
Diamond is a fan; rumor has it the beatific mega-mogul Rick Ru- 
bin is as well. The singer for the Oakland, California, metal 
band Saviours even has a YaHoWha 13 tattoo on his leg. 

Yod perished in 1975, in a manner befitting that decade: He 
went hang gliding off Oahu. He had never tried the sport before but 
felt his instincts would hold him up. The winds changed 
direction and he plunged to his death. His Family, however, lives 
on; members recently regrouped and played on the West Coast, and 
their tale of sects, drugs and rock & roll is chronicled in a fab new 
book called The Source: The Untold Story of Father Yod, YaHoWha 
13 and the Source Family. According to Paz Lenchantin, the bassist 
for L.A. psych-weirdos the Entrance Band, the Family “are very 
special beings, and it comes out in their music.” What is their 
message? “Words make our path stronger in unison.” Say Wha? 
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BEST WORST GUITARIST 


ST. SANDERS 


rERI OJALA HAS been playing guitar well for 15 
& a32 









years—and playing terribly for 10 months. Ojala, 
year-old Finnish artist, is the mastermind behind 
the YouTube-based Shreds series. Under the moniker St. San- 
ders, he takes videos of venerated guitar gods, re-dubs the sound 
with his own mangled, comically underwhelming playing, adds 
in some conspicuously fake audience applause and uploads the 
results (standouts include “Eddie Van Halen Shreds,’ “Iron Maiden 
Shreds” and “Carlos Santana Shreds”). The videos pay hilarious 
homage to fret-tickling pomposity and deflate it at the same time. 
Ojala stresses that he isn't just making fun—he’s a fan. “It 
started when I was watching a Steve Vai video with the sound off” 
he tells Blender. “I grabbed my guitar and played what Steve 
looked like he was playing, only poorly.’ As a poor player, though, 
Ojala is downright virtuosic, precisely synching missed notes 
and garbled arpeggios (and the occasional Europe riff) with the 
movements onscreen. “Everyone makes fun of drummers, but 
nobody mocks guitarists,” he explains. “I figured it was time.” 
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Vomiting on your boss isn't a good move. 
But last fall, at a concert, Mojo Nixon 
tossed down a quadruple gin and tonic, 
which soon volcano’d up and onto an 
executive from Sirius Satellite Radio, 
where Nixon works. The boss didn't 
mind, Nixon says—his vomit was a 
warm burst of authenticity: “I'm selling 
chaos, anarchy. You don't know what the 
‘motherfucker is gonna say next.” 

Satellite radio promised deliver- 
ance from the 10-year decline of 
terrestrial radio. Too bad most shows 
are as dull as CB radio. One great 
‘exception is Nixon's The Loon in the 
Afternoon, on the Outlaw Country 
channel, weekdays from 4 to 8 p.m. EST. 
“In my opinion, there's only three kinds 
of songs,” Nixon says. “Drinkin’ songs, 
fuckin’ songs and killin’ songs. The 
music we play has a baaaad attitude.” 

Nixon (his birth certificate reads 
Neill Kirby McMillan Jr.) takes an 
unhinged delight in crazy-eyed music, 
expertly mixing eras (from Marshall 
Tucker Band to Big & Rich to Johnny 
Cash) and exhumes the forgotten. He 
also plays Mojo Nixon songs. In the 
"BOs, he recorded outrageous novelty 
tracks, attacking Michael J. Fox or 
‘the antidrug movement—"Elvis Is 
Everywhere,” “Don Henley Must Die.” 
“The one I'm most proud of is ‘Tie My 
Pecker to My Leg,” he crows. “It kind 
of gets stuck in your head. Virgins will 
be vacuuming, singing, ‘Gonna tie my 
pecker to my leg, to my leg.” 

‘So what qualifies this filthy, 50- 
year-old father as a radio host? “Well,” 
he says, “I'm completely full of shit.” 
He laughs like a'73 Buick LeSabre that 
won't turn over. “I don't have a lot of 
talent, but 'm entertaining. And I love 
this music.” 
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BEST LAWYER TO CALL WHEN YOU 
GET PINCHED 

GERALD SHARGEL 


By itv Gotti, CEO of record label 

The Inc and a free man, thanks to 
Shargel, who won acquittals in 2005 
for Irv and his brother on federal 
‘money-laundering charges 





“It doesn't matter if you're a hip-hop 
uy, a Mafia guy or some corporate guy, 
Gerry is the best lawyer in the world, 

He had the courtroom in the palm of 

his hand; he had the jury members and 
‘the judge laughing, and he tore the gov- 
‘ernment’s witnesses apart. It was like 
Johnnie Cochran at the O.J. trial, He's 
wizard with the law, and he's such a 
likable person. After we were acquitted, 
‘some rich friends of mine took us out on 
‘their yacht to celebrate, and Shargel is 
there, drinking with all of my guys from 
‘the hood! Shargel's with the hood guys, 
drinking, smoking, laughing and joking, 
They loved him. Yo, they loved him!” 


. 
BEST MUSIC-AWARDS SHOW 


THE CMA AWARDS 


Forget the Grammys and the VMAs; the 
hottest music-awards show is the Coun- 
‘try Music Association's annual shindig, 
an ideal mix of teary acceptance speech- 
es, eye-popping fashion don'ts and 
‘ass-whuppin’ live playing. Old-fashioned 
entertainment values trump all at the 
(CMAs—check YouTube for 2007's Vocal 
Duo of the Year, Sugarland, flooring the 
crowd with a shiver-inducing acoustic 
version of their hit “Stay.” Tune in early 
for the red-carpet arrivals—a pageant 
of suitcase-size Stetsons, rhinestone- 
studded evening gowns and enough 
snakeskin to reupholster all 4,000 seats 
of the Grand Ole Opry. 


Ever tea siaing 
COVA a 
bobsled run naked? 








wy 
Ever tried ) Gum? 
Stimulate Your Senses 





MAKEUP: ROBIN BLACK. HARLAN ROBERTSON, 


HIPS TER 
FOP 


BORED BY SURLY MAINSTREAM RAP, 
AFELLOWSHIP OF NERDS HAS CREATEDA DANCEABLE, 


Mikey Rocks wrote his first rap 
ee when he was 9 years old. “Iwasa 

real homebody, he says. “I'd stay 

in, play video games and watch 
cartoons. So, when I started writing rhymes, 
they were about three things: girls, video 
games and ninjas. The thing is, I've stuck to 
thesamestuffever since” 

Mikey, 20, is one half of the Chicago rap 
duo the Cool Kids, and while he’s only 
partly serious—to date, the group's catalogue 
includes no rhymes about nunchucks or Power 
Gloves—he and his partner, Chuck Inglish, 
23, aren’tafraid to get their geek on. They wear 
pastel windbreakers, thick-rimmed glass- 
esand giant high-tops. Their breakout single, 
“Black Mags,” isan ode to BMX customization 
that features a MacGyver reference and lines 
about killing time before class. “Ilove Young 
Jeezy? Chuck says. “His first album isthe 
dopest thing ever. But forastretch, itseemed. 
like you needed ‘drug dealing’ on your résumé 
if you wanted to be a rapper. Hip-hop started 
offas party music. When did it become 
about standing on acorner with a bunch of 
dudes, looking pissed off 2" 

Recently, a loose confederation of MCs— 
spread outamong Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
New York and Chicago—has been posing 
versions of that same question, and finding 
awidening fan base (one that includes Bjérk 
and M.LA., who have taken some ofthem 
on tour, and Kanye West) in the process. 
Besides the Cool Kids, there's Kid Sister, 27, 
Chicago MC who raps about pedicures over 
frenetic electronic dance beats; in Baltimore, 
the duo Spank Rock put ahyper-lewd, 
off-kilter spin on their city’s homegrown 
“club” scene, while the teenage Rye Rye offers 
asassy, PG-rated version; and in Brooklyn 
there's Santogold, a girl who sorta sings, 
sorta raps over dazzling, vertiginous digital 
hodgepodges: Her “Creator,” coproduced by 





DAY-GLO ALTERNATIVE 


BY JONAH WEINER // PHOTOGRAPH BY SASHA EISENMAN 


BEST RAP BOOMLET 


MUSIC 


M.LA. collaborator Switch, was one of 2007s 
strangest gems, These rappers frequent- 
lyshare stages, producers and color palettes 
(awesomely hideous Day-Glo), and all share 
asimilar notion of whata rapper should be: a 
fun-loving, party-rocking, what-planet-did- 
you-come-from? weirdo. 

Many of these MCs come from middle- 
class, culturally mixed backgrounds. 

“My mom's white, my dad’s black and I grew 
up listening to stuff from each of those 
cultures; Kid Sister (born Melissa Young) 
says. “My grandmother took me toa Baptist 
church that sang gospel. My mom played 
classical clarinet. My father played drums in 
aTalking Heads cover band. My cousins gave 
me Biggie mix tapes. And I played Yentein 
Fiddler on the Roof. That's who Lam.’ In high 
school, both Cool Kids recall hanging 

out with blacks and whites, computer nerds 
and football jocks, and suggest that this 
influenced theirmusicas much as anything, 
“Iwas cool with everyone,” Mikey says. “And 
that’s how our musicis”” 

Distributing singles via MySpace (where 
the Cool Kids originally met), connoisseur 
MP3 blogs and small labels like Fool's Gold 
and Mad Decent, these artists have produced 
the most exciting sounds to emerge from hip- 
hop’s indie circuit in years. To listen to Rye 
Rye’s “Shake It to the Ground,’ which ridesa 
charmingly lo-fi pound of Baltimore club, or 
Kid Sister's “Pro Nails, a hyperactive cuticle- 
maintenance jam, is to hear musicat once 
amillion miles away from mainstream hip- 
hop and thoroughly enamored with it. When 
Kanye West first heard “Pro Nails"—West’s 


DJ, A-Trak, produced it, dates Kid Sister and 
co-owns Fool's Gold—he decided to record 
arhyme forit.“One day; Kid Sister remem- 
bers, “A-Trak called up and played me Kanye's 
verse. I dropped to my knees, did the pee-pee 
dance—it was a dream come true!” For their 
part, the Cool Kids favora spare production 
style—drum machines and buzzing synths— 
that suits their futurist nostalgia: They wear 
gold dookie ropes, but their breezy rappingis 
wholly contemporary. “Idon'twanna beretro;” 
Chuck says. “That's novelty. But when hip- 
hop firstcame out, the MC wasjusta dude 
witha micwho kepteverybody init, and Like 
that: just marrying your voice to the beat” 

So far, this music has attracted an 
audience that, for the most part, doesn't look 
much like the kids who show up to cheer 
on 106 & Park. “It’s more white kids than black 
kidsat our concerts, forsure, Mikey says. 
One reason for this, he notes, is that white fans 
“picked up onus first.” Chuck says it also 
has to do with hip-hop provincialism. “People 
will complain, ‘That's nothip-hop;”hesays, 
adding that an artist like Kanye has done 
much to challenge that kind of attitude: “He's 
got people in hip-hop clubs dancing to 
Daft Punk!” Kid Sister is understandably 
ambivalent about being pegged a hipster act. 
“Hipsters come out to the shows,’ she says. 
“But I hate being called a hipster. I go 
shopping at Target with my homegirls. [hang 
outat the Cracker Barrel. I preferthe term 
‘ghetto nerd.” [a»<a] 
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METAL 


MIDNIGHT SACRIFICES, 
EVIL ENCHANTMENTS, 
COWBELL ATTACKS— 
IT'S ALL FAIR GAME IN 
THIS BATTLE TO. 
DETERMINE THE 
MIGHTIEST METAL 
DRUMMER ALIVE 

BY AARON BURGESS. 





MUSIC 


Danny Careyis a former 
session drummer (Carole 
King?!) and tonatime 
coccultistwhoreport- 
edly takes song- 
writingcues from 
ademonhe 
summoned. Beafraid 








GeneHoglanisnicknamed 
the Atomic Clock forhisabil 
tytonailimpossible rhythms 

atmind-melting BPMs. Too 
bad hisopponentis the devil. 





Brann Dailor praises Genesis 
drummer PhilCollins asthe 
inspiration for Mastodon’s 
weirdrhythms. Healso 
woreasuittothe Grammys— 
notverymetal, 


‘Swede Tomas Haake's 
rhythmsaresonotorious- 
\ydifficult, tsounds like 

he's sampling himselfeight 
times over—afeatheactually 
did once, just forkicks. 


TimYeunghastwoofmetal's 
fastestfeet, clocking 872 
beatsin60secondsata 
2006 competition. 

And hisupperlimbsaren't 
slouches, either. 


Fast footworkis one thing/ 
andnometal drummer gets 
ge _propswithoutit, but 
Cx) Canadian Flo Mounier 
I alsobringsajazzcat’s 
senseofswingand 

nuance. 


Athensnative George Kollias 
kicks fasterwith one foot 
thanhispeersdowith two. 
Buthisneed forspeed could 
prove his Achiltes’ 

heel. (Getit? He's Greek!) 


Kevin Talleyhas pinch-hit for’ 
atleast two otherdrummers 
inthistoumney. Nowallied 
with prog-thrashers DAATH, 
he (and Kabbalah) are 
responsible forwideningthe 
band'screative lexicon. 
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#1 Danny Carey 
TOOL 


#8 Charlie Zeleny 
BEHOLD... THE ARCTOPUS 


#4 Derek Roddy 
TODAY ISTHE DAY 


#5 Gene Hoglai 
‘STRAPPING YOUNG LAD; 


#3 Brann Dailor 
MASTODON 





#6 GilSharone 
THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN, 


#2 Tomas Haake 
MESHUGGAH: 


#7Blake Richardson 
BETWEEN THE BURIED AND ME 











#1Pete Sandoval 
MORBIDANGEL 


#8Tim Yeung 
DIVINE HERESY 


#4 Flo Mounier 
CRYPTOPSY 


Prominski) BEHEMOTH 























#1Danny Carey 






















#3 Brann Dailor 





MASTODON 






#2 Tomas Haake 














MESHUGGAH 














#4 Flo Mounier 



















+#3George Kollias 


#6John Longstreth 
‘ORIGIN: ANGELCORPSE 














#3George Kollias 














#2 Mike Smith 


SUFFOCATION 























#7 KevinTalley 






#1 Danny Car 


Careyhasabiggerkitand 
moretribaloomph than 

his quarterfinals foe;still, 
wecan'thelp but sus- 

pect that Tool handpicked 
Meshuggah toopen 
forthemin 2001and 2002 
sotheirdrummercould 
scope out Haake's playbook. 


Haake writes lyricsabout 
“paradioxicalspirals” 

and “mind-signal trans- 
missions,"so you knowhe's 
asmartdude. He'salso 
gotvelocity—atrick from 
Meshuggah'sdaysasa lis 
teringdeath-metal band 


#2 Tomas Haake 
MESHUGGAH 


+ earner amit in| ive F 


#4 Flo Mounier 
CRYPTOPSY 


When Mouniermixes his 
manic one-handed drum- 
rolls (“hyperblasts;"in 
death-metal parlance) with 
footwork thatwould throw 
ahamsterintocardiacarrest, 
heshouldhavelittle trouble 
clinchinga Final Fourberth. 


Sure, Talley has pushed 
BPM thresholdsinbands 
like Dying Fetus, but 
he'lingedtoreachbacktohis 
jazz daysto face offagainst 
thistrickster.Eitherway, 
thefireworks 
shouldbe 
awesome, 












SEE PAGE 92 FOR PHOTO CREDITS, 


FINAL4 


ar) 
ia 
Sorry, Danny, buteven 
Lucifercan'thelpyouctinch 
thisone. Hardasit may 
beto fathom, mostof 
Meshuggah'stunesarein 
4/4:\t'sthe fucked-up 
alternating patterns, which 
the seemingly quadruple- 
jointed Haake plays simulta- 
neously, that make the band 
soinsanelynext-level. 


#2 Tomas Haake 
MESHUGGAH 


FINALS 


#1Dave Lombardo 
R 








Haakecould takeanylick 
Mounierlaunchedat him 
andstowitdownuntitit 
turned back onitself He's 
sofaraheadof the pack 
it'sunfairtoeven shackle 


Dee's high-speed freakout 
onMotérhead’s “Sacrifice” 
rivalseventhe fastest Slayer 
tracks. Buttheydon'tcall 
Lombardo “the godfatherof 
thedoublebass” for 


him tometal anymore. nothing. Thisone'sgoing 
downtothewire. 
CHAMPION 





Lombardodidn'tinvent 
thedouble-bass pedal, 
butheturneditintoan 
exclamation point. Evenif 
he'd neverrecorded another 
note, hisland-speed- 

record workon Slayer's1986 
thrashterpiece Reignin 
Bloodwouldhave cemented 
hislegendforatifetime. 


#1Dave Lombardo 
SLAYER 





TOMAS HAAKE 


MESHUGCAH 








Haake’s drumstick, used during the recording 
of the new album obZen, recorded at Fear and Loathing 
‘Studios, Spnga, Sweden, May 2007 








Mounierplayssofastand 
withsomuchofhis 








When Haake locks in toagroove, he 
sounds like an eight-armed 
John Bonham pounding his way through 











Heoncekepttime behind 
King Diamond, andevery 
timehelaunchesinto 


- : 
Taal ereneing the San Andreas Fault. Some drummers "Burner we'rereminded 
drums. He'salsoproof may be faster, others may have pcp gag 
ibaa fancier footwork—but give them a Haake reoancedtiawrayeseid 
inspiration: Mostof his parttolearnand they'd fold like ogee aie ee 
Ea aie rey pretzels over their snares. “It’svery cool,” Beseeiennrtsyn 
50sjazzbo BuddyRich. pg 3 rapatonce. Welcome 
ourchampsays of hisvictory. “Alot tothe Final Four, Mr. Dee! 


ofthese guysare my idols.” Buthe 
also hasamessage for all the drummers 
he beat: “Better luck nexttime, suckers!” 
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#1Dave Lombardo 
SLAYER 












#1Dave Lombardo 
SLAYER, 


No pupil's going to snatch 
the pebble from this 
master’s hand, Lombardo 
just needs to pull out 

his classical, jazz and Afro- 
‘Cuban chops to send 

his challenger back 


tothe rehearsal room, | 


#4 Paul Bostaph 
TESTAMENT 






Adlerhas wildlycleverways 
ofaccenting Lambof God's 
riffs, Unfortunately, 
against Lombardo, 
hestartstosound 

one-dimensional 

afterafewtunes, 





#3 Chris Adler 
LAMBOFGOD 










‘#3 Chris Adler 
LAMBOFGOD 










#7 Jason Bittner 
SHADOWS FALL. 





#1 Lars Ulrich 
METALLICA 








#5 Mikkey Dee 





OPENING ROUND. 
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#1Dave Lombardo 
SLAYER 


#8 Dave Mackintosh 
DRAGONFORCE 


#4 Paul Bostaph 
TESTAMENT 





#5 Travis Smith 
TRIVIUM 


#3 Chris Adler 
LAMBOF.GOD. 









Jordan Mancino: 
‘ASILAY DYING 


#2 Charlie Benante 
ANTHRAX 


#7Jason Bittner 
‘SHADOWS FALL 





#1 Lars Ulrich 
METALLICA, 








MOTORHEAD, 






Deeheadsintothe 
quarterfinals witha full 
arsenalofkick-drum tricks, 
Jokes about middle-age 
belliesaside, he maybethe 
mostwell-rounded drum- 
merintheentire competition, 





#5 Mikkey Dee 
MOTORHEAD, 





Assuming he doesn'tinvite 











#8 Dale Crover 
MELVINS 





#4 NickoMcBrain 
IRON MAIDEN. 








#5 Mikkey Dee 
MOTORHEAD 








theguytohisall-nude 
Clubhouse in Dallasto 
reminisce about Dimebag 
Darrell overshotsof Jager, 
Abbott will probably throw 
thisround out of respect for 
Dee'slegacy. It'd 
beakillerbat- 
tleifhedidn't, 
though. 







#3 Vinnie Paul Abbott 
HELLYEAH 





#3 Vinnie Paul Abbott 
HELLYEAH 









#2ioey Jordison 
SLIPKNOT 








ie Paul Abbott 


B 
HELLYEAH 
eS 


#6 The Rev (Jimmy Sullivan) 
AVENGED SEVENFOLD 





#2 Joey Jordi 
SLIPKNOT 





#7 Dave McClai 
MACHINE HEAD 


































Consideringheset 
thebenchmarkforextreme 
drumming (his breakon 
Slayer's “Angel of Death” 
istometaldrummerswhat 
the forward passwasto 
the NFL) Dave Lombardo 
coulddustanyonein 

this bracket just by doing 
warm-ups, 


Paul Bostaph filledin 
forLombardoforfouryears 
inthe'90s,andrumor 
hasitSlayernolong- 
erplaysthose tunes tive 
because they'retoodif- 
ficult, Butwhile 
Bostaphhasthe 
clinicalchops, his 
predecessor|ust 
plainrips harder. 


‘Chris Adlerhasalead- 
footed style that’s based 
moreonintuitionand 
accentsthanshow- 
offy technical flaunting, 
Although, ashis solos 
prove, hehas that, too, 


Jason Bittner'sa former 
Berkleestudentwith 
filigreeand chopsto spare, 
butpittedagainsta brawler 
suchas Adler,he'd belike 
that sword fighterwhotried 
todazzle Indiana Jones: 
‘Swish, flick, bang—dead. 


Longapunchtineamong 
serious drummers, Danish 
destroyerLarsUlrichcould 
still squeak hiswayinto 
thefinalsifonly because he 
‘cut Masterof Puppets 
before ProToolsexisted, 


‘Ata4, Mikkey Dees 
among theoldest time- 
keepershere—butlikethe 
restof Motorhead, 
he'sonlygotten faster, 
strongerand moreaccu- 
ratewithage. 


Abigger-than-life 
personatity known 
asmuch forhis 
boozingandstrip- 
clubbingasforhis pedal 
work, Vinnie Paul Abbott 
alsohas asurprising 
arsenal ofprog- 
andjazz-inspiredlticks. 


Slipknot's apocalyptic 
niimetal mayhavebeen 
JoeyJordison's ticket 
tomultiple Grammy 
nominations, butit’srarely 
showed himatthe peak 
ofhis powers. Asanyone 
who's caught him 
sittinginwith Metallica, 
Ministry or Satyricon wilt 
attest, "#1" hasfourofthe 





fastest limbs in metal. 












AVAILABLE ONLY AT Best Buy™ 


CHRISTINA AGUILERA 
Back So Pasics: 


LIVE AND DOWN UNDER 





THIS EXCLUSIVE 2-DVD 
PERFORMANCE AND BO 
PERFC 





=] 
2-DVD Set AVAILABLE ONLY AT Bs T) 


Bes Buy. ll Rights Reserved, BESTBUY, 





AVATLAB LE ONLY AT BEST BUY 


MA ROL AH. CA RE Y 


ADVENTURES OF 


THE MIM! 





MARIAH CAREY brings you her most successful tour ever, THE Aovel TURES OF 
a 2-DVD set. Featuring many firsttime-ever performances by the top-selling female artist’ 
Also includes a special guest appearance by Boyz Il Men, who join her on 

“One Sweet Day.” The second DVD showcases The Adventures of Mimi Tour Documentary, 


lovers and Haters, directed by Spike Lee, and a special koraoke-style feature of her biggest hits, 





Shot in high definition 
and recorded in digital 
surround sound. 


2-DVD SET AVAILABLE ONLY AT 


33928 © 2007 Bost Buy All Rights Reserved. BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tag design are trademarks of BestBuy Enterprise Services, Inc. 
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BEST ABSURDLY HIGH-END SPEAKERS 


MBL’S 101E 
RADIALSTRAHLER 
LOUDSPEAKERS 


GERMAN HIGH-END audio-component manufacturer 

MBL's 101E Radialstrahlers will cost you nearly as much 

as two years of Harvard ($54,890 a pair). But who 
needs education—or a car or food, for that matter—when you've 
got a pair of speakers this sweet? The handcrafted 101Es have 
a unique design—the thing that looks like a futuristic Fabergé egg 
is the midrange speaker—but it’s the omnidirectional sound that 
realizes audiophiles’ fantasies. The full MBL Reference System— 
the 101Es, a pair of power amps, a preamp, a CD component and 
a digital-to-analog converter—can be had for the take-out-a- 
second-mortgage price of $199,000. 





. 
BEST iPOD ACCESSORY 


ION TURNTABLE 


Listening to your rare white-label 
2-inches on the bus can be a bit cum- 
bersome. Fortunately, there's a solution 
‘to your (very pretentious) problem: 
Jon's LP Dock USB Turntable ($299), 
which easily converts vinyl tracks to 
MP3s. Just dock your iPod (latest-gen 
only) on the table, spin the album and 
the tunes record straight to your music 
player. Or use special software that 
drops the tracks right into your iTunes 
library. The device works with all record 
speeds, too, so Grandpa can finally 
listen to his Glenn Miller Orchestra 78s 
on his nano. 


2 
BEST WAY TO MAKE NEW FRIENDS 








APLIFY N 


In the Dark Ages, the only way to 
share music with friends was with a 
slab of blank TDK cassettes and some 
dual-deck dexterity. Nowadays, it's 

as easy as installing Simplify Media 
(Gimplifymedia.com) on your Mac or 
PC. Whether you're loyal to iTunes 

or Winamp, this free download lets you 
stream your entire music collection 

to up to 30 friends over the Net. Share 
with a pal and his tunes become 
playable on your computer, too, with 
only the slightest of load lags before 
each song. Or run Simplify from the 
confines of cubicle land to access your 
home library while “working.” Coming 
soon: a mobile version for the iPhone 
and the iPod Touch. 





2 
BEST NEW RCRD LBL 





‘The Web site RCRD LBL is pronounced 
record label, but as the missing vowels 
suggest, it's not exactly a full-fledged 
label. A joint venture of Pete Rojas, 

the founder of tech blog Engadget, and 
Downtown Records, the home of Gnarls 
Barkley, Art Brut and Cold War Kids, 
RCRD LBL is something different: a 
blog-label hybrid. The ad-supported site 
partners with other labels to give away 
exclusive free tracks from indie acts 
like Justice (collaborating with Mos 
Def and Spank Rock), José Gonzatez's 
band, Junip, and Sam Champion; some 
artists get paid advances for their 
‘exclusive songs and receive a cut of any 
money RCRD LBL makes from licensing 
them for, say, TV shows. “The old way 
of doing business is in trouble,” Rojas 
says. “We're trying to do something, 
positive, rather than sue our way out of 
‘our problems like the major labels.” 














. 
BEST BIG-BROTHER TECHNOLOGY 
GRACENOTE MUSIC MAP 


Know how you put a CD into iTunes and 
Tunes automatically brings up the song 
names? That's thanks to Gracenote, 
whose track-list database iTunes (and 
‘other music applications) taps for infor- 
mation. Now, using the satisfyingly sleek 
interactive map at gracenote.com/map, 
you can find out who are the most 
Popular artists throughout the 
‘world—based on iTunes play—at any 
given moment. Span the musical 

globe full of unknown superstars 
(Portuguese hip-hop squad Da Weasel, 
anybody?) and unlikely upsets (in 
Russia, Justin Timberlake has nothing 
on ... Zamfira!). 








. 
BEST PORTABLE TIME-SUCK 
PHAS! 
From the people who brought you the 
original Guitar Hero comes a similar 
rhythm game, developed for your iPod, 
that lets you click and spin your fly- 
wheel in time with any song 

in your library, for jollies (and points). 
As you cruise down a highway, notes 
roll into sight (a ia the notes on the 
Guitar Hero fret) and brightly colored 
animations—taxicabs, construction 
workers—hypnotically whiz past, 
helping to drive home Phase's overall 
vibe of diversionary stupor. 
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STYLE 


BEST CASUALWEAR 


DIRECTOR 
T-SHIRTS 


LORD KNows, 
& THERE'S no lack of 
ironic T-shirts for 


sale on the Internet, But none 
straddle the high-low divide 
as ingeniously as CineFile 
Video's (cinefilevideo.com) 
Director T-shirts, which mash- 
up the names of your favorite 
art-house auteurs with the 
logos of classic metal bands. 
Show your love for the Dogme 
95 movement with the 

stylish Von TRIER/VAN HALE! 
tee, or big-up New German 
Cinema with the mighty 
FASSBINDER/METALLICA 
design. Also available: i¢Mar 
BERGMAN/IRON MAIDEN, 
0G/DANz1G and 
SCORPIONS. 
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BEST BODY 


By Mike Alexander, celebrity 
trainer responsible for (among other 
body parts) Jessica Simpson's Dukes 
of Hazzard booty 


“It's not easy to juggle a caroor with 
anew baby while still looking amazing, 
but Gwen does it. Her weight doosn't 
fluctuate, either; she's not heavy 

‘one weok or really thin the noxt. 1 
admire her consistency, Sho looks like 
she can kick your ass, too.” 


BEST HAIR 

HOUSE 
By Sally Hershberger, hairstylist 
world-renowned for her shog cut and 
messy blowouts (ask your girlfriend) 


“You might think it’s an odd choice, 

but Amy's hair is so cool and 
outrageous. She has a real look, a 'S0s- 
mects-now thing, Thore aren't a lot 

of rock girls out there these days, and 
she's pretty genius.” 


BEST DRESSED 
Nk 


y Richie Rich and Traver Rains, 
founders of the design house Heather. 
tte, whose trash couture can be seen on 
Britney Spears and Gwen Stefani 


“Mika's fun and refreshing. He has 
70s look—white pants with suspond- 
ers, a cool tie, maybe a pin-striped 
suit—and his trademark is those long, 
dandy scarves. His style isn't homo 

or metro; he’s Bee Goos—but next level. 
Ina good way!" 








LOT PRESS/ BAUER GRIFFIN. WINEHOUSE: JEFF FRANKIZUMA PRESS 
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The,bilg chill: 
Antarctica’s annual 
tcoStock festival, 
December 30, 200; 





ICESTOCK 


ANTARCTICA: HOME 

TO EMPEROR PENGUINS, 
VASTICE FIELDS AND 
THE GLOBE'S MOST 
EXCLUSIVE ROCK FEST 
BY HUNTERR. SLATON 


TRAVEL 
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| fees 

Act 
No gellow-ahir, ty goons, local 
radio-station hype men or overpriced, 
watered-down beer. Subtract all the 
distasteful parts of summer music festivals 
and at least 60 degrees Fahrenheit and 
you've got IceStock, one of the most 
singular and scenically stunning music 
festivals on the planet. 

IceStock has been held on or around 
New Year’s Day on Antarctica’s remote 
Ross Island—home to McMurdo Station, 
the U.S. Antarctic Program's premier 








population, which can fall as low as 120 in 
the southern hemisphere’s winter, swells 
to as much as 1,200 in the summer. The 
staff is a mix of distinguished scientists, 
Burning Man devotees, world travelers, 
roughneck mechanics and in-over-their- 
heads liberal-arts grads who've taken 
dishwashing jobs for the season. 

The free festival brings everyone 
together for seven hours of outdoor rock 
& roll under the bright-white, 24-hour 
Antarctic sun. Coachella this is not: The 
stage is made from “two flatbed trailers 
with a Korean War-era military tent set 
on them to block the wind,” says McMurdo 
crew member Zim Zimmerman, a 12-year 
IceStock veteran. The festival grounds, in 


TGESTCCRO 


= DANNY Saxart 
fee BRIAN Nleison, 
ae 
F 
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day of pagal Ts = 
hypothermia. > 


it, this 
n't tho Daft Punk 
show?” 





sight of the frozen-solid McMurdo Sound 
and the majestic Royal Society Mountain 
Range, are demarcated by a dozen hulking 
cargo-ship containers. 
The most recent show, held Decem- 
ber 30, featured 13 staff acts, including 
surfabilly trio Secret Cargo Man, '70s- 
style funksters Porn Spill, reggae rockers 
JahChant and the all-female pop-punkers 
Don Juan Pond. Headliners Muschnuckle, 
a trio of longtime McMurdo musicians, 
entertained the parka'd crowd with covers 
of everyone from Ricky Martin to Rancid. 
prospects looked iffy at first. 
the worst weather I've seen in 12 
years,” Zimmerman says. Recreation head 
Stephen Kish, the concert’s lead organizer, 
says he woke at 6:30 a.m. for setup, “only 
to find the stage covered in two inches 
of snow and up to six inches by the 
drum riser.” 

But that “the show must go on” was 
a given, even if the gig was taking place 
in the coldest, windiest, most desolate 
place on Earth. The only hiccup was 
a raid on the chili supply by a fearless 
skua, an Antarctic scavenger bird. And 
by 4 p.m., says Sky Hofmann, a member 
of both JahChant and Secret Cargo Man, 
“the weather took a marvelous turn for 
the better and warmed up.” By which he 
means the temperature rose to a balmy 
four degrees below freezing. (s) 























KARL NIELSON (), 


web-physicians.net/hyperventilation 





INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2009 MATRIX WITH AVAILABLE AWD. 


|. As much power, grip and performance as you can handle. Just have a paper bag on hand. 
Get in touch with your dark side at toyota.com/matrix. (ary) TOYOTA 


Zp citable on S models only, Prototype vehicle shown. ©2008 Toyata Motor Sales, USA Inc maint (oe 


BEST DANCE PARTY 


TAX LO AT SONAR, 


BALTIMORE 


EV 
ie treets of Baltimore—and the not- 
into a vast downtown warehouse c 











raucous dance party. 





(Its name is short for 


RY MONTH, HUNDREDS of kids from the mean 


»-mean suburbs—pile 
led Sonar for thi 
‘axidermy Lodge, a 





nod to the site's origins.) The crowd is multiracial and given to 
eye-popping fluorescent outfits, many of which invariably 


wind up piled in sweaty heaps along the wall by ni 
erve up beats from Baltimore 
scene, alongside populist '80s and ’90s jam: 


resident DJs 








‘ht’s end 
s vibrant “gutter’ 
Goddesses and gods 





he 








of hip, including M.I.A. and Diplo, perform live when they come 


through town. Whats the vibe on an average night? 
crazy, and L usually get thrown out; 


rapper Spank Rock, 





BEST JUKEBOX 
BEACHLAI 








) BALLR¢ 





The vintage 1966 Rock-Ola at Beach- 
land is free, plays a handpicked mix 

of vinyl and has never once needed to 
go to the shop for repair. It holds 80 
records, which means 160 sides, all 
lovingly chosen by Beachland’s crate- 
cruising co-owner Mark Leddy. “It plays 
45s, which any real jukebox should,” 
he says. “They are loud and meant to 
sound good on a jukebox." The cache is 
heavy on ‘50s rockabilly, "60s soul and 
‘70s art-rock; Roxy Music's “Love Is 
the Drug” might follow a Goorge Jones 
tune recorded under the alias Thumper 
Jones. While the play list may be 
ultrahip, Beachland, a former Croatian 
social club turned bar and live-music 
joint, has the friendliness of a local 
dive, Make sure to try the deep-fried 
peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwich, and 
wash it down with a Schlitz. 
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Kids go 


Baltimore raunch- 





BEST PLACE TO START A BAND. 
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
Move over, Brooklyn: Rock's new hot 
breeding ground is a backwater Florida 
‘burg the locals affectionately call Hog- 
town. Gainesville—best known as the 
birthplace of Gatorade and Tom Petty— 
has a little over 50,000 University of 
Florida students (translation: coods 
galore) and dirt-cheap rent that's per- 
fect for broke, slacker-musician types. 
Used to live under a staircase for a hun- 
dred bucks a month,” says Tom Gabel, 
the frontman for Gainesville natives 
‘Against Me!, “and I sold my plasma for 
$200 a month.” Locally, the punk scene 
still rules—thanks to veteran acts such 
as Less Than Jake and the boosterish 
hometown label No Idea—but friendly 
venues (Common Grounds, the Atlantic) 
also make room for up-and-coming indie 
bands like Morningbell and Papercranes. 
Plus, February temperatures are in the 
70s, and the beach is only an hour in 
either direction, Beat that, Portland! 








"© atthe best dance 
‘ party ever! 





BEST RECORD STORE 
PRIMITIVE RECORDS, 
MONTREAL 


By A-Trak, Kanye West's Dand, at age 
15, the youngest person ever to win the 
DMC World DJ Championship 


“When | was coming up as a hip-hop DJ 
'd spend entire Sunday afternoons here, 
going through ‘70s rock, prog and jazz- 
funk-soul records for samples. There are 
also a lot of French records, which are a 
sample gold mine. | haven't taken Kanye 
yet, but a lot of producers and Dus come 
through here. The store's not that big, 
but it's incredibly thorough: I can show 
up and tell the guy 'm looking for '8Os 
new wave or whatever, and he'll pull out 
a bunch of stuff you've never heard of 
Montreal is on the water, and you tend 
to find roally good records in cities like 
that—there's a lot of trade that goos in 
and out, The prices are good here, too. 
Ml usually drop about $300 and walk out 
with a stack of 40 LPs, For real diggers, 
they have special bins in the back of the 
store, but you have to be friends with 
them to got back there.” 
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BEST ROCK CLUB 
THE SOUTHGATE 


(PORT, 





By Bob Pollard, ex-Guided by Voices 
frontman and indie-rock lifer 


“This place has history, man, It's a 
beautiful old three-story mansion, built 
nearly 50 years before the Civil War, 
The inventor of the Tommy Gun was 
horn there, and supposedly Lincoln 
visited once, But you walk in the door 
and it's just this crazy house party. 
There's no security, so you can wander 
all the secrot passageways; our first 
time there we took a staircase up to 

the watchtower and smoked a joint. 
The crowd can get kind of wild—last 
year someone hit my drummer in the 
face with a bottle, and thay love spitting 
beer, Also, there's no backstage or band 
bathroom, so we usually just piss in 

a bucket, But I love it because thera’s 
nowhere to hide. You're basically forced 
to party.” 








BEST FAKE-ROCK NIGHT 
HYPERION TAVERN 


LOS ANGELES 


Formerly the site of one of L.A.'s 
seediest gay bars (think: glory holes), 
the Hyperion Tavern now hosts a moro 
innocent type of play. Every Wednesday 
night, the bar—in the hipster-filled 
Silvor Lake neighborhood—puts on a 
raucous Guitar Hero/Rock Band night. 
Warning: I you suck at playing the 
plastic instruments (or singing in tune), 
you will get booed off stage. Then again, 
if you rock, you may just get showered 
with panties, 
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7 puny ohiles NeW, UT OME DAY ULL MAKE THEM, 
Tie professors pr DEVRY ARE VERY (/-7HE KNOW, 
/Vé HET TONS OF gamers AT DEVRY. 
oe W70 Tie LAB, TALK ABOUT OUR IDEAS. 
34 BUNCH OF LK YpEy PEOPLE. 


We? 
ERE SAMERS ror Lupe 


Fetinken pp Boss 


Freedom A. Evans 
DeVry University ’09 





their areas of study within 6 months of graduation — st 
growing fields like Business, Information Systems and Healthcare 
Technology. Classes start soon, so find out about the DeVry 


program that is helping Freedom find his game plan for success. 


System-wide for the 10-year period ending 2/07. 
Accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association (NCA), www.ncahic.org. 
Programs vary by location, 


DeVry University operates as DeVry Institute of Technology in New York. 
#9008 DeVry University, All rights reserved. 








STUFF WE THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 





SOUTHERN COMFORT 


Legendary nights start with 
your friends and a round of 
SoCo & Lime. 









Start and end 
things right. 
Please drink 
responsibly. 


Liqueur 21-50% Ale. By Volume, Southern Comfort Company, Louisville, KY © 2007 








FOOT LOCKER 


Come into any Foot Locker retail 
location and join our VIP club. 
Get your own club card, special 
access to new products, advance 
notice for events and the best 
insider deals. 


ci Foot Locker 








ROHTO V 


Congratulations to The Bloids 
for winning the Rohto V®° Battle 
of the Bands! The band has 
scored a recording session 

in Las Vegas and is also packing 
their bags and heading to 
Austin to perform at SXSW 
2008. Listen to their tracks at 


myspace.com/bloids. 


ROHTON (ENE 

















SOCO LEGENDARY NIGHTS 


NADA SURF 





On Thursday, November 8th, Maxim 
and Blender held a Legendary Night 
with live performances by The 
Honorary Title and The Pierces at 
the Blender Theater in NYC. Guests 
also enjoyed SoCo, a Mardi Gras 
photo booth and a chance to appear 
online at the SoCo Night Institute 
Video Room. To see exclusive videos, 


visit soconightinstitute.com 














Lucky 
Featuring “Whose Authority” 
and “Beautiful Beat” 


In Stores Now & On Tour 


nadasurf.com 











FORD FOCUS 


The new 2008 Ford Focus with 
voice-activated SYNC technology 
is waiting to hear what YOU 

want to play. Go to 
blenderpromo.com/focus to 

hear the hottest, Blender 
approved new music. Sign up to 
receive new music updates each 
week and FREE DOWNLOADS* 


courtesy of ED 





“While supplies last. 























ROBERT PLANT WENN; MARS VOLTA: ROSS HALFIN CROW: NORMAN JEAN RO CT POWER: STEFANO GIOVANAIN 
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LED ZEPPELIN 

The hard-rock legends put 
the boom in baby boomer 
with a wildly anticipated 
U.K. reunion concert, 


o000 





THE MARS VOLTA 
Their new CD's an out-there 
tale of characters named 
Goliath and Tourniquet Man. 
Peyote sold separately. 


0000 


SHERYL CROW 

With songs about her 
dislike for Bush and Lance 
Armstrong, it’s the most 
anti-Texas CD ever. 


oor 
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THEY MAKE ’EM. WE REVIEW ’EM 


START SPREADIN’ 
THE BLUES 





Cat Power longingly 
eyes a howl of Friskies. 





A wounded indie queen makes her favorite sad songs even sadder ( #y sosu ee.ts) 


CAT POWER 
JUKEBOX 
‘MATADOR 














SHOW CHAN MARSHALL a silver lining and she'll show you a cloud. 
For the past decade-plus, Marshall—a Southern-gothic fox with 
a voice like mentholated honey who records under the name Cat 
Power—has been indie rock's resident queen of the damaged. After 





10 years of dark, skeletal blues-folk, she seemed to turn a corner 
with 2006's The Greatest; newly sober and cured of her infamous 
stage fright, she teamed with a crack band of Memphis session men 
and reemerged as a hip-shaking, white-soul butterfly. The Greatest 
was unusually fun for a Cat Power record, which can only mean one 
thing: It’s time for the comedown. 

Jukebou is what its name suggests: a collection of old-fangled 
covers spanning seven decades of country, jazz and R&B. (Ona >> 
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limited-edition bonus dise, she also covers Lil 
Wayne’ old group, the Hot Boys.) Marshall has 
always mined the past; her dad, Charlie, was 
an itinerant Georgia bluesman, and she dots 
her albums and shows with Appalachian-folk 
weepers, spooky Delta blues and rugged field- 
hand hollers. Taking her cues from the gloomi- 
est chapters in the Great American Songbook, 
she's become the indie nation’s ambassador to 
that Old Weird America. 

As a cover artist, Marshall doesn’t rein- 
terpret songs so much as dismantle them. 
On 2000's The Covers Record, she razed the 
Rolling Stones” “(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction” 
excising the famous riff and leaving behind a 
hollowed-out shell—vivisection as art. Juke- 
box isn’t quite that bleak—her Dirty Delta 
Blues band has too much fire—but Marshall 
still knows how to rip a song's guts out. On 
the album's opener, a cover of Frank Sinatra's 
“New York, New York,” she trades the original's 
brassy hornsand chest-out swagger for an omi- 
nous-sounding organ andanairof quietdoom. 


CHAN MARSHALL 
KNOWS HOWTORIPA 
SONG’S GUTS OUT. 


When she sighs about wanting “to wake up in 
acity that doesn'tsleep,” she knows that'sacity 
where dreams can never come true. 

Some interpreters take hold of asong with 
their charisma, others through pure vocal 
might. Marshall works subtly. She revels in 
sly, unexpected phrasing (Billie Holiday's 
“Don't Explain’), flickers in and out of hope 
like a candle (Joni Mitchell's “Blue”) and turns 
meanings inside out with a single, haunting 
phrase (“I love you,” on the Hank Williams 
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Cat Power's 
new hat 
is creepy. 


reboot “Ramblin’ (Wo)man”). But there's a 
fine line between subtlety and listlessness, and 
while Marshall's purr excels at postcoital mel- 
ancholy or numb disaffection, other times it’s 
just a bore. Her blues aren’t nearly as vibrant 
when they're drenched in gray. 

Marshall has long been drawn to victims 
and underdogs, and the cast of Jukebox is 
full of them. Two of the artists she covers died 
before age 30, and another drank herself to 
death. Her ownstory (canceled shows, endless 
bottles of scotch) is one of self-sabotage, and 
there's something endearing, if self-mytholo- 
gizing, about the way she fills her pantheon 
with so many talented wrecks, But part of her 
appeal is that, despite the demons, she's still 
warm and approachable—especially to the 
vintage-store shopgirls who covet her beau- 
tiful vulnerability and her Chanel modeling 
contract. Unlike Amy Winehouse, a fellowsis- 
ter in old-soul whacked-out-edness, Marshall 

‘re-scaring-me messed up; 
she's more like let-me-brew-you-some-chai- 
and-give-you-a-hug messed up. 

And she’s not too cool to express reverence: 
Her remake of Bob Dylan's “I Believe in You” 
andagushyneworiginalcalled“Songto Bobby” 
idolize Dylan the way he once idolized Woody 
Guthrie, and her cover of “Aretha, Sing One for 
Me” (by ’70s-soul also-ran George Jackson) is 
an homage to an homage. 

Still, she’s suffered too long to buy into 
the myth of music as salvation. On a remake 
of her own “Metal Heart,” Marshall quotes a 
line from “Amazing Grace,” and like her “Sat- 
ction” cover, it’s most notable for what she 
leavesout. “Ioncewaslost, butnow!'m found,” 
was blind but now I see.” Conspicu- 
ly absent: anything about being saved. 
































Download “New York, New York,” “Aretha, Sing One 
for Me” 
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ATLAS SOUND 


LET THE BLIND LEAD THOSE 
wet ‘SEE BUT CANNOT FEEL 
Ne 


xRANKY 


Deerhunter front dude drops the 
dress, exposes his ... feelings 


On his solo debut, Bradford 
Cox—the six-foot-four, model- 
skinny frontman who enj 
wearing summer dresses when 
he performs with his noisy 
main band, Deerhunter—sinks, 
phantomlike, into lush, highly 
processed arrangements of 
organ, drum machine and 
(evidently) whatever instru- 
ment is laying around, The 
disappearing act really can be 
magical: On “Recent Bedroom] 
he repeats the cringe-y lines, 
“I walked outside/I could not 

-y ... Idon't know why,’ until 
they're a lovely, abstract sine 
wave weaving through the 

’s stately fuzz. He sings like 

might crack, quietly 
and a bit flat; combined with 
the layered, faintly propulsive 
music, the effect is strangely 
compelling—something like 
overhearing urgent, coded 
messages. He calls another fine 
track “Ativan,” but this album's 
not tranquilized—it’s a bracing 
slice of blue. 
Nick caTucct 


























Download “Recent Bedroom,” 
“Cold as ice” 


NATASHA BEDINGFIELD 


POCKETFUL OF SUNSHINE 
Me 
ac 


Superstar Brit-chick is all sweetness 
and light 





isp 
ing a new persona: pop diva as 
sweetie pie. She has cover-girl 
looks and large lungs, but her 





music is less prep 


more polite and (check the 
album title) far happier than 
that of her starlet counterparts. 
Bedingfield’s second US. release 
sticks mostly to love odes and 





Colbie Caillat’ lake of goop. It 
would be irksome if not for the 
uniformly strong pop and R&B 
songcraft—highlighted by the 


ET POWER STEFANO GOVAN 








‘OW: NORMAN JEAN RY. 





Sean Kingston collaboration 
“Love Like This,” the best ballad 
of its ilk since Mariah Carey's 
“We Belong Together’—and 
Bedingfield’s big-toned, nimble 
vocals. She cruises through the 
slick syncopations in “Piece 

of Your Heart,” an atypical 
dark banger with an imitation 
‘Timbaland synth line. But after 
that brief brooding detour, it’s 
back to counting blessings. 
“Got my dreams, got my life, 
got my love/Got my friends, 
got the sunshine above,” she 
coos in a song called—what 
else?—“Happy” 

ony ROSEN 

Download “Love Like This,” 
“Piece of Your Heart” 


BLACK MOUNTAIN 








INTHE FUTURE OOOO 


AGAGUNAR 


Metal throwbacks offer an inconve- 


nient truth for a fallen world 


‘The inside book- 
let (remember 
those?) of this 
Canadian stoner- 
rock quintet’s 
sophomore CD depicts the 
future as a queasy nuclear 
wasteland. Imagine a bombed- 
out version of Led Zeppelin’s 
Houses of the Holy cover—the 
babes have been vaporized 

and the misty mountains are 
rubble. Filled with folkloric 

of evil “tyrants,” “witch- 





STONEDER 


THANUR 






the Future conjures a hellish 
vision somewhere between 
the Brothers Grimm's haunted. 
forests and Zep’s miasmic 
moors. More diabolical and 
daring than the band’s shaggy 
2005 debut, Future peaks with 
the primordial “Bright Lights,” 
a near-17-minute opus that 
finds singers Stephen McBean 
and Amber Webber chanting 
spookily over sacrificial drums 
before a kill“em-all riff turns 
off the lights for good. No 
future? No problem. 

YAN OOMBAL 

Download “Angels,” “Bright 
Lights,” “Stay Free” 


RIVERS CUOMO 


ALONE: THE HOME RECORDINGS 
OF RIVERS CUOMO 3 


‘GEFFEN 


Weezer frontman finds goodies in 


the trash 





This collection of 15 
of home recordings from 
alt-rock’s aging geek-Jesus 








Some are endearingly autis- 
tic: What if Cuomo had only 
learned one chord on a dinky 


acoustic guitar and thought 
chess explained the universe 
(“Chess”)? And some are 
sublimely ridiculous: What if 
he had finished his unreleased 
outer-space rock opera (“Dude 
We're Finally Landing”)? What 
ifhe had been ... Iee Cube (“The 
Bomb”)? Enjoying the album's 
best cuts requires less imagina- 
tion; the swaying fuzz guitars 
and sweet off-kilter falsettos 
of “Lemonade” could've made 
Weezer's masterful debut, 

and a dirgelike proto-“Buddy 
Holly” plods gloriously. But the 
Coldplay-esque misfire “This Is 
the Way,’ from 2007, is a fright- 
ening what-if for the upcoming 
‘Weezer disc: Rivers, you can't 
change the past, but you can 
still control the future. 

ALEX BENENSON 

Download “Lemonade,” “Long- 
time Sunshine” 


RAY DAVIES 
WORKING MAN'S CAFE OO 


‘NEW WEST/ANMAL 


English rock godfather takes bullet, 
hates America 








‘When it comes to writing beau- 
tiful, wistfully nostalgic tunes, 
no one can top former Kinks 
frontman Ray Davies. Sadly, 
when it comes to writing satiric 
studies of modern life, Jessica 
Simpson couldn't do much 
worse. So this album about 

the seamy, scary side of Bush- 
land, conceived after Davies 
was shot in New Orleans in 
2004, is a mixed bag of pointed 
personal reflection (Good Ray) 
and facile social critique (Bad 
Ray). Hard-bitten yet grace- 

ful folk-rock melodies can’t 
save one-dimensional riffs on 
globalization, religion and Iraq. 
But they add a twist of classic- 
Kinks irony to songs about his 
befuddled old-geezerness and 
harrowing holiday in the Big 
Easy. Any 63-year-old who can 
write wittily about his stay in 

a hospital deserves a hearing, 
even if you'd want to avoid his 
political blog. 

sow 00LAN 








Download “Morphine Song,” 
“One More Time” 


DENGUE FEVER 


VENUS ON EARTH O33! 
uso 


L.A. band that sometimes sings in 
Khmer—as heard on Weeds 


Shameless sentiment ruled 
during Cambodian pop’s 60s 
and "70s heyday—before the 
Khmer Rouge spoiled the 

fun by imprisoning and kill- 
ing many ofits stars. Dengue 
Fever singer Chhom Nimol, >> 


BUSHWHACKED 


Rock & roll party girl airs her sense of disgust 


SHERYL CROW 
DETOURS 30/- 


GEFFEN 


SHERYL CROWS 
invasion, she wore aNo WAR guitar strap onstage at the G) 
Last year she joined environmentalist Laurie David 


well since her 1994 debutis getting old: She sure seems 
Onhersixth studioalbum, Crowgetssuperserions, tack 
eavyweight topicafter another, “God Bless This Mess"stai 
off-the-cuff acoustic rumination on family holidays, thi 
into a bitter appraisal of Bush's post-9/11 march to 
ylon” is a surrealist diatribe about Americas! 
‘Love Is Free” condemns the hayoe Bu: 
response wreaked on ordinarylives, And “Diamoi 
mal scream about the Armstrong affair: “Diamond 
he wails, Apparently he'sher least fave 


od chaeaed “Gasoline sowie Ree 
Our Heads” is an unweleome Madonna moment the 
monizing with disco overGa3 Ui: asa 


intimate ountry lilt about feeling bereft andy 
Mother, teach me to love with: 


between country ache, 
soul yearning and pop 


sad, its a killer and a 
Pe ist. like 
emembersto 
trust ther instinets. 
KAREN SCHOEMER 
joad “Detours” 


Crow: “I really 
need to buy 
myself a table.” 
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Guess which Hot Chip 
member always meets his daily 
potassium requirements? 


THE CD WE’RE TOTALLY GAY FOR 


HOT CHIP 





MADE IN THE DARK ©9363 





DOFWASTRALWERKS 





Wonky techno Brits lose their inhibitions 





| HOTCHIP ARE masters of the mixed message 
| Their hallmark—e: 


emplified by Alexis Taylor's 


sweet, pensive vocals and alternately heartfelt and 


Both pathos and humor, Even their party: 
hit “Over and Over, 


an ambivalence they mine for 
igniting 


1006's acclaimed 1 


Warndig, waa born ftom sblouiscloutoss, 


ively repetitive song about addictiv 


repetition. On th 


third LP, Hot Chip pick up on the energy of their live shows: I 


as they cherry 
hous 

a move toward heavier bei 
ments. “Ready for the Floor 
with 


-pick from 


emingly incongruous sources (deep 
smooth R&B), there's a newfound decisiveness, 
, meatier groo 
anova-bright burst of geek-disco 
rubbery Daft Punk-meets~Talking Heads pulse, is destined 


s and warmer senti 


and Over" as their signature tune. And the 


slow jams hold their 


gainst the dense stompers. 


‘The title song, an apparent ode to conception, conjures a womb- 
like vibe, but it also sums up Hot Chip’s approach. Sometimes the 


best decisions are n 
DENNIS Lint 


Download “Ready for the Floor, 


plucked from Southern Cali- 
fornia’s expatriate Cambodian 
community, draws directly on 
that era’s emotional excesses, 
while brothers Ethan and Zac 
Holtzman add a wily blend of 

f rock, spaghetti- 
arrangements and 
Farfisa-driven psychedelic orna- 
mentation to her echoey Asian 
The Los Angeles-based 
band’s third album (and first 
to consist entirely of origi 
jal) is front-loaded with 
the transcendent “Seeing Hands” 
and the savvy bicultural duets 
“Tiger Phone Card” (a Wong 
Kar-Wai-ready ode to love and 
Ambien) and “Sober Driver” 
(about a literal motor-booty 
affair). But even the otherworld 
‘al “Oceans of Venus” 






























instrumen’ 








Je in the dark, 





“Shake a Fist,” “Made in the Dark” 





van't counterbalance Venus's 
ballad-heavy bottom half. 
Fichano GEAR 


Download “Seeing Hands,” “Sober 
Drive: 


DRIVE-BY TRUCKERS 





the departure of ace singer- 
writer Jason Isbell, features more 
dead-end characters ruined by 
violence and drugs, but Brighter 
is unique for its air of quiet resig- 
hough 
ary mid- 














less dynamic, the we 
tempo arrangements. 
embody the album's 
crushing hopeless- 
ness, tempered 
only by John Neft’s 
elegant pedal steel, ‘man 
In turn, songwrit- ald 
ers Patterson Hood th! 
and Mike Cooley tell 
stories with unhappy 
endings: “Checkout Time in 

Vegas” chronicles a Sin City trip 
that’s more grim hangover than 
up-all-night sexeapade, while 
“The Home Front” observes an 
emotionally numb wife await- 
ing her soldier husband’s return, 
When Hood sings about riding 
off into the sunset on the clos- 
ing track, there's no sense of 
triumph—only retreat. 

7 GrveRson 

Download “Opening Act,” 


























BRIGHTER THAN CREATION'S DARK 
OOo), 


NeW WEST 


Southern rockers turn down the 
volume, crank up the disillusionment 
During an 11-year career celebrat- 
ing the complexity of redneck 

ture beyond trailer parks and 
marrying your sister, Drive-By 
‘Truckers have applied short- 
fiction lyrics to ornery roadhou 
rock and boozy ballads. Their 
seventh album, and first since 














“The Home Front” 


GOLDFRAPP 
SEVENTH TREE OO), 


MUTE 











British duo swaps machine-made pop 
dreams for something mare natural 





Bad news for pole dancers: After 
three albums steeped in crotch- 

level electronic glam, Goldfrapp 
stepping out for some fresh 
he sylvan folk of opening 

song “Clowns” watts in from 














ASTONISHING dise« 
FACT! 


DRIVE-BY TRUCKERS front 
oreon Hood was once 
id road a bedtime 
Inda Ronstadt 
hon ho was7 





Alison Goldfrapp and 
the Wiso Potato 
Chips ow! make their 
Folationship public. 








the same misty Arcadia as Nick 
Drake or Sandy Denny, with 
Alison Goldfrapp’s voice as high 
and pure as birdsong, and only 
the eestatic rush of “Caravan Girl” 
stands any chance of igniting a 
dance floor. It’s a drastic twist, 
but not an improb- 
able one. Beneath her 
o-dominatrix dud: 
Goldfrapp was aly 
an outdoorsy romantic 
at heart, going bac 
to 2006 lt Moun- 
tain, Will Gregory's 
sparkling webs of 
acoustic guitar, synth 
and strings allow the more slender 
melodies to slide into vaporous 
prettiness, but Goldfrapp’s voic 
remains extraordinary, as witchily 
sensual as Kate Bush's, as other 
worldly as a theremin, Applied 

to the extravagantly gorgeous. 
powerhouse ballad “A&1” it could 
reduce any heart to a puddle, 

‘DORIAN LYNSKEY 
Download “Little Bir 
“Caravan Girl” 


JA RULE 
THE MIRROR @96 


‘MUOER NG UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 






































“AGE,” 





50 Cent's former foe returns—and 
wonders where his friends are 





In hip-hop, the only thing worse 
than an album with too many 
cameos is one with not enough. 
Subpar MCs can disguise wack- 
ness with a guest list full of 
talented homies—it worked for 
Ja Rule on his first few albums. 
But when even Charli Baltimore 











OT CHP. BEV MARTIN» CHARLIE VOULE:BOLDERAPE: SERGE LEBLOM 


‘NADA SURF AUTUMN DE WILDE: RUD: ANORE MRRKSRETIA 








stops returning your calls 
well, that’s a sure sign you're in 
trouble, On his seventh CD, the 
31-year-old vet is still likable 
enough, with his elfin charm and 
a growl like a bichon frise. But 
the rote crime fantasy “Enemy 

of the State” and the abominable 
remake of the Beatles’ “Eleanor 
Rigby” (retitled “Father Forgive 
Me”) ooze fullen-star pathos. Jus 
a few years ago Ja was bumping 
booties with Jennifer Lopez; now 
he's bragging about “ridin’ down 
Rodeo with twins that resemble 
J. Lo.” He may as well cop some 
cubie-zirconia bling and one of 
e Chryslers that kinda looks 









































Bentley and call ita day. 
oan ees 

Download “Uh-Ohhh!” 

JACK JOHNSON 

SLEEP THROUGH THE STATIC 
Boo, 

SHE 





Hawaii-born surfer dude sees shark 
fins in the Pacific Ocean 








Here's the thing about Jack John- 
son. When he sings, “I've got an 
angel, she doesn’t wear any ...,” 
it’s never going to be /enickers or 
socks SI 

be wings, because Ja 
always follows the straightest 
path between points. On his 
fifth CD, Johnson sounds airier 
than ever—but you'd be a fool 

to believe that makes him an 
airhead, With a few more electric 
flourish 
it all feel Ii 
though his music is pure after- 
thought. The more you listen, the 

























rootless life where satisfaction is 
elusive, “You better hope you're 
not alone,” he sings in one bright 


moment; all ov 
into the sun, he fe 
ausMiry 


Download “If | Had Eyes,” “Adrift” 


JEFFREY LEWIS 
(2 CRASS SONGS BOO 


‘ROUGH TRADE 






his CD, staring 
weare. 


Odd-couple alert! Unassuming NYC 
boho takes on riotous punk icons 

Crass were a group of Thatcher- 
punking late-’70s/early-’8 
anarchists bent on destroying 
England's political and musical 
establishment from the inside. 
Jefirey Lewis is a mumbly New 
York singer-songwriter bent 

on creating downtown boho 
ditties that rival Pete Wentz in 
both wordiness and insularity. 
So Lewis's new album of Crass 
covers might seem like a hipster 
goof at first. But his endearing 
reverence permeates the record, 
whether he’s grafting the every- 














Nada Surf 
cleverly hide 
their bassist's 
wall eye, 








with shambolie strumming and 
bongos or reimagining the snotty 
“End Result” as a fingerpicking 
torch hymn. And, when Lewis 
deadpans, “I'm tired of staring 
up a superstar’s ass,” on “Punk Is 
Dead,” the unlikely bond between 
the downtrodden underground 
rambler and his steel-toed fore- 
bears makes perfect sense. 

van oowoAt 

Download “! Ain't Thick, It’s Justa 
Trick,” “Punk Is Bead,” “Banned 
From the Roxy” 


THE MAGNETIC FIELDS 
DISTORTION S36. 


NONESUCH 























Apop savant goes gaga for '80s punk 
heroes 





Most musical sad sacks stick to 
the same dour style, but New 
York tune machine Stephin 
Merritt continually finds new 
ways to freshen up his permanent 
bummer. The only vintage genre 





aie 


| LOVE THIS CD! 
PAUL RUDD 


BAND OF HORSES 
CEASE TO BEGIN 


“Some of it sounds 
; and some of 
itis all sad and emo-ish. 
But the whole thing pretty 
much rocks.” 





this unconventional indie icon 
hasn't filtered through his thrift- 
shop synths and dry witis loud 
guitar-rock—until now: His ninth 
e to the Jesus 
and Mary Chain, '80s Scots who 
buried bubblegum in fields of 
ery instrument here 
distorts, giving tearjerkers like 
“I'll Dream Alone” complemen- 
tary grit. The bass-voiced Tin Pan 
Alley fan even outdoes the J&MC's 
blend of amphetamine vitriol and 
Beach Boys worship, via a take on 
“California Girls” bristling with 
baneful bons mots: “They come 
on like squares/Then get off like 
irrels.” Like a honeyed melody, 




























Download “California Girls,” “Too 
Drunk to Dream” 


THE MARS VOLTA 


tic lyrics, cliffhanging cries, 
spine-twisting rhythms—into a 
screaming arrow of sound. An 
occult mind game in 12 suitelike 
episodes, it follows the exploits of 
Goliath and Tourniquet Man, lost 
souls caught up in elaborate webs 
of lust, be! and murder. Or 
something like that. The Twilight 
Zone clues work because ever 
thing around them thunders and 
roars. The Ouija tale may be BS, 
but it proves that Goliath is such 
a badass monster, even the Mars 
Volta are alittle spooked. 

0M MOON 

Download “Metatro 
“Wax Simulacra” 


NADA SURF 
LUCKY GOS 


sRSUK 

















“Goliath,” 











Hard-luck Brooklyn nice guys write 
sweet songs and dream small dreams 





Nada Surfare a lovable lost 
cause. After having a mini-hit 
with 1996's Weezer-like high- 
school dating-advice rant, "Popu- 
lar,” the Brooklyn trio hobbled 
into the ‘00s writing tender 
indie-rock tunes about smart 
romantics watching their young- 
ish promise dissolve into not-s 
youngish letdown. On record five, 
their lovely, surging melodies 
suggest a minor-league Coldplay, 
while singer-guitarist Matthew 
Caws recalls a lost golden age 
“when I could fix anything with 
sound.” He's so used to his cocoon 
lence that even when 
prays for “s 
inside of me,’ it sounds like he 
wouldn't know what to do with 
inner peace even if he found it. 
ver enough to 
quote “Stairway to Heaven’ in 
song about failure should stick to 
what he knows. Transcendence, 
like popularity, isn’t for everyone. 
Jaw 001AK 
Download “Whose Authority,” 




































THE BEDLAM IN GOLIATH OOOO 


“Weightless” 








nvensacRePuBU KATE NASH 
Epic lunges from a Texas group that MADE OF BRICKS OOD 
chases the dead a 





Rockers have always gone to 
extremes in a quest for inspir 
tion—holing up in castles, hang- 
ing with spiritualists, snorting 
powdered panther bones. For 
their mind-bending fourth 
album, the Mars Volta tapped a 
source familiar to generations 

of stoned junior-high kids: a 
Ouija board. Guitarist Omar 
Rodriguez-Lopez found one in 

a Jerusalem curio shop and, he 
claims, instant messages from the 
Otherworld started coming fast 
and furious. Never before have 
these kings of experimental metal 
sustained such pulse-quickening 
energy, honing their tricks—cryp- 














‘A 20-year-old U.K. chart phenom, much 
less caustic than her countrygirls 





‘The singer-song- 
writer Kate Nash 
is constantly 
compared to Lily 
Allen and Amy 
Winehouse: She’s young, she’s 
British, she’s stylin’ and she'll 
call a lame boyfriend a “dick- 
head.” But she’s more nice girl 
than tabloid fodder. And instead 
ofa hip-hop jones, she aims for 
the cheery piano folk of a Regina 
Spektor. Her story-songs about 
crushes gone wrong and nerdy 
social skills are like late- >> 





GOSSIP 
GIRL 
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QUAD SQUAD 


Recent college grads get an A- in Advanced Rock Chic 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND OOO 
ML 











ORD COMMA,” Ezra Koenig ponders a question straight 
out ofa preppies-behaving-badly Whit Stillman film. “Who gives 
a fuck about an Oxford comma ings over a staccato organ 
riff, coyly angling for a nerdy, flirty debate. Addressing a lover 
whose blood is 
punctuation, ands the song swells with angsty, Afropop-tinged 
guitars, Koenig shouts out both Lil Jon and the Dalai Lama. 

Fond of showing off their bonus-miles-worthy worldliness 
(Spilled ke ah”), this quartet of blog-hyped 

al University gr ‘ads pick up the thread of 1980s world beat 

exemplified by Paul Simon, Talking Heads and Peter Gabriel. 
Though they know their Congolese soukous and vintage calypso, 
they never lose footing in their taut, hook-heavy pop tunes. “M 
follows an impressionistic bus trip across Central Park (“pollina- 
tion yellow cab”), its harpsichord and chamber strings—arranged 
by the group’ instrumental mastermind, Rostam Batmanglij— 
given bounce byacool early-ska lilt. Koenig's slippery tenoris boyish 
but not innocent; he sounds as if he’s asking questions he already 
knows the answers to, whether on adate or in the classroom. 

Musical explorers run the risk of becoming simple tourists, 
spicing up their material with hints of exotica. And the endless S 
hopscotching—from Dharamsala to Hyanni 
steeped in leisurely privilege (they jokingly call th 
West Side Soweto). But Vampire Weekend's version of global 
tion is too tightly and smartly woven to be mere dilettantism, 
and at times Koenig is emphatic, even desperate, about escaping 
white-bred familiarity. In “Walcott,” he urges a friend: “Don'tyou 
know/That your life could be lost?/Out of Cape Cod tonight” In 
other words, find new places, new sounds. 
BEWSISARIO 


Download “Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa, 





sford Comma,” “Walcott 
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blue as his, he’s referring to a finer point of 


Sons & 
Daughters: "We 
need a bigger loo,” 


night IMs set to coffeehouse 
guitars: “Don't tell me that 
you didn't try to check out my 
use I know that you 

se your friend told me 
that you liked it,” she sings on 
ry Happy.” “Foundations” 
is yet another night-out-in- 
gland missive, from beery 
rgument to puke-stained 
but it's also a self- 
mutual 
istic relationship she can't 
quite quit. 

sa nvcnte 

























Foundations,” 
Soup” 


JACK PENATE 
MATINEE OOO 


n 





Friendly British busker, 23, is hailed 


as “the male Kate Nash” back in 
the UK. 


The ska revival apparent 
isn't limited to Lily Allen. On 
his debut, this mop-headed 
British troubadour is even 
more infatuated with zippy 
rhythms and up-stroked 
guitars (and his own spazzy 
dance steps). Pefiate sing: 
with a trace of Cockney, and 
in his lyrics he’s not above 
girl lust or admitting 

to being a cad. But he’s ulti- 
tely a good boy who loves 

i -futile hooks, and 
hed zest is winning. 
mostly jubilant songs and 
delivery also divert attention 
from lyrics that can drift into 
new-age haze or embrace 
goofiness (“I act stupid, due to 
Cupid”). Even when he tries 
to make a connection between 
pickup lines and international 
tension, in “Made of Codes, 
Pefiate never forgets that even 
quasi-protest songs need a 
good beat. 

x0 BROWNE 

Download “Spit at Stars,” 
“Second, Minute or Hour” 





























































THE RAVEONETTES 


LUST LUST LUST O31. 


vice 


Glammy Danes exit major label, push 
distortion pedal to the metal 









red Danish duo, singer- 
tune Rose Wagner 
st-singer Sharin 
away with the guitar 
y'd lavished on their 
rl groups and 
leaving behind 
able little song-baubles, 
But on their third full-length, 
the dis: back with a a 
vengeance: 














nd the nonlit 
intersection of the two. It’ 
if, finding their retro influ: 
ences too vanilla, they d 
to drench everything in 
yrup—and (lyrically sp 
ing) shove in some bananas. 
1, the tracks range from 
erious and plodding to 
cloying and jumpy (“Expelled 
From Love” and “You Want 
the Candy,’ respectively—the 
names say it all). Mostly, 
though, the overdriven guitar 
and sings 

ock & roll make for a bit 
of a muddle. Maybe it’ 
that now we know they clean 
up so nice. 

wc carucer 

Download “Dead Sound” 


SAVIOURS 









































INTO ABADDON OOO 


ewwoo 
An AC/DC with more epic aims 


On their second album, 
Saviours neatly divide their 
aspirations between the fresh 
and the familiar. They we 
their influences on their 
beer-soaked sleeves, forging 
aggressive and catchy riffs 
from punk, classic thrash and 
the great lords Iron Maiden. 











VAMPIRE WEEKEND: THA SOTER, SONS & DANGERS NAMEN or 








But this meat-and-potatoes 
stuff perfectly offsets their 
melodic harmonic and rh 
mic tricks. “Cavern of Mind 
gallops into off-kilter j 
metal; “Narcotic Sea” melts 
into deep prog. Saviours 
don't take themselves too 
seriously and 
have none of 
Mastodon’s 
ness or High on 
Fire's gloom wasina i 
Just listen to 
singer-guitaris' 
Austin Barbe 
who sticks to a 

single raspy pitch the entire 
record: He sounds like a 
knucklehead whose solution 
to life's challenges is to yell 
at them, 

RIK OAS 














the orchestra 








Download “Raging Embers,” 
‘avern of Mind,” “Mysti- 
chasm” 


SIMPLE PLAN 
SIMPLE PLAN 369 


tawwanantic 





French-Canadian goofs try to 
lively up by hiring Britney's 
pop guru 


Adolescence ean be seary— 
not just for teens who take 
solace in feeling-bad-feels- 
good pop-punk, but for 

the bands, too. Exhibit A: 
Simple Plan, peppy Canucks 
who, on their first two 
albums, seemed content to 
riff on the trav of child- 
hood and make a few good 
balls jokes in the process. 
Album three aims for 
maturity, but the results are 
unted, 'Roided up by the 
carnival beats and stabby 
synths of (respectively) 
‘Timbaland associate Danja- 
handz and Britney Sp 
producer Max Martin, the 
band lurches from simpe 
ing sentiment (“Save You, 
“I Can't Wait Forever”) 
to aggro-dude claptrap 
(“Love Is a Lie,” “Time to 
Say Goodbye”) with nary an 
emo cliché left unturned. 
Only the hooky op 
“When I'm Gon 
promising adulthood. 

ANDY GREENWALD 

Download “When I'm Gone” 


SONS & DAUGHTERS 
THIS GIFT OO, 


oun 


































































Dark, thrashing morality tales on 
Scots’ second album 

Pray you never end up the 
subject ofa Sons & Daugh- 
ters song, The wretches tha 














ASTONISHING dren. 
fanci- FACT! 





Adele Bethel sneers about 
in a Glaswegian burr have 
no way out of their desper- 
ate fates, like the woman in 
the Stooges-meet-Edward 
Gorey dirge “The Nest,” 
tormented by thoughts of 
absent, possibly 
aborted chil- 
Phe stran- 
gulated guitars 















eee and chain-gang- 
TOM of-the-damned 
“lake Gyllonheal and played in 

en Gyllenhaal 
acted in Fiddler on the Root 


rhythm section 
don’t convey 
hope, either. 
There's an 
exhilarating and ruthless 
intensity here, mingling 
the grimness of country 
murder ballads with the 
simplicity of girl-group pop. 
It culminates, in the totally 
possessed "House in My 
Head,’ with a claustropho- 
bie shriek from some kind 
of psychie prison: “Some- 
body I knew threw away the 
key.’ Bethel doesn’t specify 
the crime, but she’s never 
getting out alive. 

BEN SISARIO 

Download “The Nest,” “Gilt 
Complex” 


TAB THE BAND 


PULLING OUT JUST ENOUGH 
TOWIN OOO 


NonTH sTaeeT 



































Sons of Aerosmith guitarist make 
top-level Aerosmith knockoffs 


Joe Perry's boys sure love 
their dad. Ata moment 
when we're being inundated 
by rock progeny, some 
deserving and most not, 
only Jason Bonham recalls 
ancestral glories the way 
‘Tab do Aerosmith, Resort to 
ly Stones comparisons if 
you like—that’s what every- 
one did with Joe's band 
back before guitarist Tony 
and bassist-vocalist Adrian 
were there to come home 
to. So live with it—there 
are many worse things in 
music than scaled-down 
arena rock. Adrian's stage 
drawl is a little regressive, 
and Reverend Run should 
tell them about jimmy 
hats—“as long as you and 
I don’t make a child” plus 
“the rabbit done died” plus 
the album title bodes ill for 
second-generation group- 
ies. But this band rawks 
without reverence or irony; 
every one of its sexist songs 
fresh and enthu: 
ROBERT CHRISTGAU 







































Download “Secretary's Day,” 
“Cyr” >> 


Jhie Raveonettes: 
Best cheekbones 
in rogk. 





ON TOUR THIS SPRING 


Featuring: Shake A Fist, Ready For The Floor, 
One Pure Thought +more 


THE B-52s NEW ALBUM FUNPLEX OUT 3/25/08 





THE GUIDE 











TIMES NEW VIKING THE WHIGS 
RIPIT OFF OOO", MISSION CONTROL OC 
varaoon i 





Let the early-'90s lo-fi noise-pop 
revival begin 





Indie-rockers love digging through 
pop’s ruins like they're scavenging 
in Grandma’s attic, But the rule 
usually is: The older and weirder, 
the better. This rambunctious 
Columbus, Ohio, trio love the rela- 
tively recent golden age of Guided 
by Voices's and Pavement'’s artfully 
singles (89-93), 
searching for the enter 



























ning in an ocean of bla 
so abrasive it almos 
their heroes’ 
recording values, 
able singing like, “We don’t ea 
what time make the anach- 
ronistic style seem defiant—but 
listen deep and che peppy 
melodies bubble to the sur It's 
king a racket, nothing 
rty about that, 
JON DOLAN 








mn 











Download “Times New Viking vs. 
Yo La Tengo,” “Post Teen Drama” 


Shop online 





the birthplace of 
They recorded their lo-fi debut 
in a frat house while still under- 
grads at UGA. No wonder the 
Whigs’ 2005 Give ‘Em All a Big 
Fat Lip sounded like a campus- 
radio transmission that had been 
bouncing around thi 
sphere for 15 
the Replacements, ngy 
like Uncle Tupelo and about half 
as good as both. This 5 

















a studio with a prod 
that) and in its ener; 


care, I'm already young,” fi 
man Parker Gispert boasts. The 
Whigs are starting to sound like 
big men on campus. 

an van 
Download “Like a Vibration,” 
“Already Young” 











READ THOUSANDS OF REVIEWS AND 








MOREATBLENDER.COM, 





ORT -ToYe Wel aifol inal Mere) ea] 


LUF\-a eo] U] <0) \ieroyel-m 


lendMar0: 


on your checkout and receive 10% 


off your entire order! 


BLENDER APPROVED 
THE BEST NEW RELEASES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 


GARY ALLAN 


LIVING HARD 
fetnsnnue 
Nashville's king of pa 


roads, roel 


YOUSSOU N'DOUR 
ROKKU MI ROKKA (GIVE AND TAKE) 
oeston 

jiant makes 
Kentucky on 








RADIOHEAD 
IN RAINBOWS 


WU-TANG CLAN 
‘8 DIAGRAMS: 


UNIVERSAL TOWN 
hip-hop 





chillingly good. 
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First-Class 
Premium 
Cigar 





" 
ye 

ouistanding 

cigars from 

p) some of the 


today, My 
offer to you 





is just ‘10! 
‘Now that's an 
"t 






ein ne Soda 


10» § Vag on on oe 


ee dress fr spec ofr 
iy y One per customer please. 


Offer oxpiros 4-15-08 = mention code SA822 
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Stand Tall and Proud! with 
SUPER GROWTH! 

Grow Taller - Advanced Technology 
Make the World Look Up to You! 
Order Now! www.vidasanaworks.com 
Or call 866-571-2506 








TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CALL! 
JENNIFER KAUZER AT 646-827-6571 OR 
E-MAIL JKAJZER@ALPHAMEDIAGROUP.COM 











Collectable Limited Edition Art & Classic Rock Photography presented 
as a framed canvas ready to hang, International Insured Delivery. 


qu www.cultart.com 


Call U.K. (011 from USA) + 44 208 406 5870 aie 





Surprise her with this sexy, 
100% silk pink nightie. 
ie 
She'll love you for it. 


Order now! 
a iy 4 You'll also get a 


% ~ Great Sex 
DVD with order 
«if you ask nice. 


i 


Nightie $45 
- Robe $69 

Thong $12 

(S-4XL) 


PANEi€S.COM se. 
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LEGALLY YOURS 


An overlooked soul masterpiece, wrought in relationship hell 1s, roaert curistcau 


MARVIN GAYE 





HERE, MY DEAR: EXPANDED EDITION OOOO 
HIP-OSELECT 








FEW ALBUMS HAVE a juicier back story 
than Marvin Gaye's Here, My Dear— 
maybe none, An ex-drummer who put 
aside his dreams of cocktail crooning and 
applied his willowy baritone to some of 
the most delicately turned and rhyth- 

ly complex smashes of the soul 
Gaye broke free of Motown formula 
mid-career, politically with 1971's What 
Going On and sexually with 1973's Let's 
Get It On. But his life was a mess, and so 
this special double-LP was conceived by 
ajudge and G divorce la the 
advance and presumed royalties were the 
only way Marvin could fund an exit from 
his ruined marriage to Anna Gordy, the 
sister of Motown headman Berry Gordy 
and Gaye's serial cheatee since 1964. 
The singer intended to meet his obliga- 
tion with hackwork—but then, as was 
his wont, became obsessed. Pop is full of 
records about love gone sour, How many 











mic: 




















Marvin Gayo, right 
after being told 
how much he owes 
in alimony. 


104: Blendercom 


include lines like “Somebody tell me 
please, tell me please/Why do I have to 
pay attorney fees?” 

So, we get bizarre, naked lyrics. Some 
‘were meant to sadden or enrage Anna: 
the title song, with its “You don’t have the 
right to use a son of mine/To keep me 
in line,’ or such self-explanatory coups 
de pointe as “When Did You Stop Lov- 
ing Me, When Did I Stop Loving You” 
and “Anger.” But others—the equally 
self-explanatory “I Met a Little Girl,” or 
nna'’s Song,” with its milk bath and kids 
laughing in the snow—warmly honor his 
wife and the love they'd shared. The long, 
loopy “A Funky Space Reincarnation,’ in 
which Marvin and Anna seem destined 
or doomed to mate forever, combines the 
two moods. 

Released with minimal label support 
in 1978, at the height of disco madness, 
Here, My Dear tanked. Yet because it was 
conceived beginning-to-end both musi 
cally and emotionally, it actually contains 
less filler than the more hallowed What's 
Going On and Let's Get It On. The sing- 






























ing never approaches the hard-earned 
muscularity of Gaye hits from “Can I 
Get a Witness” to “Sexual Healing,” and 
there’s not a surefire single anywher 
But encountered today, these peculia 
ties aren't flaws; Gaye's vocals are unerr 
ingly subtle and supple, intricate poly 
rhythms carry the talkiest melodies and 
at least half the songs are catchy and 
moving. The six-minute “When Did You 
Stop Loving Me 
what it is as “Inner City Blues,’ “A Funky 
Space Reincarnation” almost as groove- 
alicious as “Got to Give It Up. 
When reissue producer Harr 
Weinger calls Here, My Dear an “over- 
looked masterpiece,” he’s not bullshit- 
ting—this is Gaye’s most playable album. 
Even the bonus disc's new remixes have 
some jam; they help to prove that Marvin 
Gaye was the rare overextended roman- 
tic wreck who could make something of 
his failures. Somewhere out there is a 
divorce lawyer who did the world a solid. 












































Download “A Funky Space Reincarnation,” 
“Anna's Song,” “Here, My Dear” 








is almost as eloquent for 


TOLCASUNSHINEIRETNA UK 
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©6060 | cLassic 
6606 | GREAT 
©66 | coop 
©© | MEDIOCRE 
© | FOUL 
BECK 
ODELAY 9000 
aerrenrine 


Thirteen sugar-coated pop-rocks that 
the future” in 1998 






ing the first Tarantino 
administration (when multi- 
referencing white boys were 
running shit), this album turned 
aone-hit busker with a boom box 
into a visionary of 21st-century 
pop. Against grunge’s death 
knells, Beck's sunny mosaic of 
sound and style seemed to augur a 
radically expansive new form (the 
term sampledelia had great abs 
back then). Now we know enough 
to hear rap-folk bricolages like 
reut” and “The New: 















rendered breakbe: 
by hips hop aesthetes the Dust 








ring noise- 
j ide removed 
from the professional oddball we 
know today, Yet, even now, one 
need only utter the phrase “Cadil- 
lac pants” and a lovely vista swims 
in the mist: the shimmering 
utopia of one strange, brilliant kid 
from L.A. 

cunis Nonwis: 

Downloa 
New Pollution,” “ 


BOOTSY'S RUBBER BAND 


‘STRETCHIN' OUT IN BOOTSY'S 
RUBBER BAND OG@'/2 


THIS BOOT IS MADE FOR FONK-N 
ooh 


BOOTSY 
ULTRAWAVE O00 


WILLIAM “BOOTSY” COLLINS 


THE ONE GIVETH, THE COUNT TAKETH 
AWAY OOO 


COLLECTORS’ CHOICE 














‘Where It’s At” 


Casper, Bootzilla and all their pals return 


to discographic life at last 


With four albums under their 
own name and another pair 
under two of the leader's many 
solo sobriquets, Bootsy’s Rubber 
Band was the star spin-off of 
George Clinton's ever-permuting 





‘Surveillance 
footage of the 
jaywalking bust 
nearly destroyed 
Beck's career. 


Parliament-Funkadelic brand. 
The concept artoon music 
for tweens, with Bootsy Collins's 
bass more limber than lubri- 
cious, Bernie Worrell’s synth 
squiggling whipped cream 
everywhere and voices high, 
higher and highest—the original 
chipmunk funk, only squirrelly. 
These reissues do bypass the 
band's two already-available gold 
albums, but—what the hell— 
even Bootsy’s best records are 
too sonically uniform to satisfy 

like a first-rate P-Funk CD. The 
1976 debut Stretchin’ tops this 
competition more with wander 
ing ballads than with deep pulse. 
Fonk-Nis long on stale jokes 
and automatic grooves that run 
out before the six-minute mark. 
Ultra Wave declares indepen- 
dence with its billing and its 
light, lighthearted beats. The One 






























Giveth provides shorter track 
lengths and pop-crafted songs 
to match, And then there's the 
one to buy: the Back in the Day 
best-of—still in print, and it 
don't stop. 

ROBERT CHRISTGAU 








'd Rather Be With 
sychoticbumpschoo!,” 
“Mug Push” 


COMMON 


‘THISISME THE! 
COMMON O00! 


AELATIVITREGACY 











Early, Gap- 
ideal 





These days, rapper-actor-Gap 
pitchman Common is living the 
dream. But in the Paleolithic era 
known as the '90s, the former 
Common Sense was a struggling 





BLENDER APPROVED 
THE BEST REISSUES FROM THE PAST MONTHS 


NICK DRAKE 


FRUIT TREE 
FoNuN ue 


Four dark, bewitching discs 
from the late folk alchemist, 
conveniently compiled for 
maximum depressive power. 


THE LIBERTINES 


TIME FOR HEROES: THE BEST OF 
ou TRADE 


Pete Doherty was the prodigiously 
gifted frontman for these London 
punks. Then he formed a crack- 
smoking ring with his cat. 








MC from the no-man’s land of 
Chicago, trying to walk that fine 
line between staying conscious 
and getting over. Thisisme Then 
doesn’t live up to its subtitle, since 
almost all 15 songs come from 

his first three albums (plus, one 
soundtrack rarity)—there’s no 
sign of breakthrough hits “The 
Light” or “Testify.” The collection 
instead reveals a young man grap- 
pling with complex issues like 
abortion (“Retrospect for Life," a 
duet with Lauryn Hill) and faith 
(“G.O.D. (Gaining One's Defini- 
tion),’ featuring Cee-Lo) with 
fleet, sophisticated rhymes. It isn't 
all top-drawer material—“Heidi 
Hoe” was embarrassing even back 
then—but this compilation serves 
asa fine reminder of a time when 
ambition in hip-hop wasn't so 
uncommon, 

ALAN GT 

Download “I Used to Love H.E.R.,” 
“6.0.0. (Gaining One’s Definition)” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


ATLANTIC SOUL (1959-1975) 
90000 


‘HINO HANDMADE 

















More lost treasures from the greatest 
record label ever 





‘The vaults of Atlantic Records are 
apparently bottomless. The label 
that brought the rolling rhythms 
and fervent vocal crescendos of 
black gospel out of the church 
and onto the pop charts—and put 
out the greatest records by Ray 
Charles and Aretha Franklin—i 
already copiously anthologized. 
But this spectacular 60th ani 
sary box set digs out chestnuts 
that even collector-geeks have 
missed. Scatteres jong the 82 
tracks are a few songs by marquee 
names (Franklin's sanctified 
remake of the ’60s hit “My Song”), 
but the focus is on excavation: 
highlighting the greatness of 
mid-level stars (stormy country- 
soul balladeer James Carr) and 
recovering lost hits (C & the 
Shells’ pop-soul gem “You Are the 
Circus”). The result is a swathe 
of musical and social history, 
stretching from doo-wop to funk, 
from civil rights to black power. 
Listen closely for more history 
buried in the grooves: On the 
early-Isley Brothers nugget “Have 
You Ever Been Disappointed,’ 
there's some tight rhythm-guitar- 
playing by a southpaw session 
man named Jimi Hendrix. 
.s0Dy ROSEN 
Download LaVern Baker & Jimmy 
Ricks, “Vou're the Boss”; Ihe 
Sweet Inspirations, “Crying in the 
Rain”; the Persuaders, “Thin Line 
Between Love and Hate” 















































READ THOUSANDS OF REVIEWS, 
ANDMOREATSLENDER.COM. 
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R.E.M. 


With beautiful songs about confusion, politics 
and Andy Kaufman, they perfected the model of an 
indie-rock band jy son povan 


chool 
history 





SINGER MICHAEL STIPE was the shy ar 
guy. Guitarist Peter Buck was the ro 
encyclopedia. Bassist Mike Mills had theawe- 
somely nerdy eyewear and a perfect voice for 
harmonies. Unibrowed drummer Bill Berry 
thumped the tubs like they owed him rent 
money. This brainy bar band from Athens, Georgia, named 
after the physical state of dreaming, blazed out of the '80s 
underground to become the biggest, most respected American 
rockers of the early '90s and have remained an institution in 
fine standing ever since, 

On fivealbums for IR.S. Records, Stipe mumbled and Buck 
jangled, and they became what Buck aptly called “the accept- 
able edge of the unacceptable stuff.” In 1987, they finally got on 
the radio with “The One I Love,” then signed to Warner Bros. 
and supersized their sound without scrimping on smarts or 
nuance, as Stipe turned into a reserved version of Bono. 

In 1995, Berry suffered a brain aneurysm and later retired 
from the band, Subsequent albums have been more reclusive, 
ivory-tower versions of their abstract early work, It often seems: 
Stipe would rather play big brother to Conor Oberst and cham- 
pion liberal causes than fronta rock band. But if recent R.E.M. 
albums lack the grandeur of their finest work, each one has a 
moment or two of left-field bliss. 






EVERY 
ORIGINAL 








ALBUM 
REVIEWED 
































R.E.M., 1995 (from loft): 
Poter Buck, Michael Stipe, 
Bill Berry and Mike Mills, 












ESSENTIA 


MURMUR 
1n5, 983 
O0000 
in A mysterious 
debut single 








Town) r 
national expec 
tations, then 
Murmur set the world of rock 
geekdom o1 : Buck's chi 
skeletal guitar and the lithe, ¢ 
ythm section mesh with Stipe’s 
vague mumblings about vague 
emotions to make disarmingly 
beautifial music that mixes '60s folk 
significance with '80s new-wave 
ambivalence. Within a semester, a 
thousand kil’ R.E.M.s would bloom. 
Download “Radio Free Europe,” 
“Sitting Still,” “Laughing” 


AUTOMATIC FOR THE 
PEOPLE 


WARNER BRAS, 1992 


60000 































No one does 
nlike 


dr 
as well 








their biggest 
CDs is also 
thei 
melancholic 
itions with hope- 
Everybody Hurts” 
smmunity; the piano 
ightswimming” hungers 
ci safety; “Man on the 
Moon’ looks back to simpler times 
without self pity or irony. It's the 
R.E.M. to keep 
for your next dark night of the soul, 
Download “Man on the Moon,” 
‘Try Not to Breathe,” "Ignoreland” 


MONSTER 


WARNER BROS, 1994 


60000 














ful string; 





longs for 




















Stipe shaves 
his head, Buck 
turns it up to 
11 which, for 
R.E.M, is more 
ike 8.5) and 
they deliver 
excellent songs 
about being famous in the age of 



















ternative culture. It’s their most 
forceful, heavy record: established 
superstars kicking it like a pissed- 





off garage band. As romantic meta- 
phors go, the call-return anthem 
“Sta 
of amoment— 
‘90s alt-rock perfected, 
Download “Crush With Eyeliner,” 
fang and Blame,” “Let Me In” 








GREAT 


RECKONING 


ins. 1994 


8000 


Murmur was a 
modest success 
(charting at No. 
36), but the band 
wasn’t sure the 
ghostly produc- 
tion represented 
their full-bodied 
live sound. Reckoning aims fe 

the gut with roundhouse drumming, 
sunburst guitars, Podunk country 
ballads, clearly enunciated lyries’ 
and just enough poetic vagueness to 
keep monkish obsessives scratching 
their heads, It’s their weird take 

on Americana, ending, fittingly, with 
song about being lost in Americ 
Download “So. Central Rain,” 
“Pretty Persuasion” 


DOCUMENT 


Ins, 1907 


6000 
boeunen| 























On album fiv 
R.E.M, went 
platinum for the 
first time, thanks 
to radio hits "The 
One I Love,’ one 
of the meanest 
mash-notes ever 
penned, and “It’s the End of the 
World as We Know It (and I Feel 

rare song to reference 
critic legend Lester Bangs and 
get used in a Will Smith movie, Bril- 
ant irony: R.E.M. cover ’70s punks 
Wire and make fun of yuppies 
yuppies who wouldn't know Wire 
from Whitesnake love the album. 
Download “the One I Love,” 

range 


OUT OF TIME 


WARNER ROS, 1291 


6600 



























~] Inthe early ‘90s, 
it didn’t seem 
weird to base a 
video (for “Losing 
My Religion”) 
ona story by 
magical-rea 
author Gabriel 
Gareia Marquez or to lead off an 
with a bow shot at pop radio, 
ng conscious-rap titan KRS- 
his strange, gorgeous record 
is as ecstatic as it is thorny. Is “Shiny 
Happy People kindest song 
or their most cynical? The nation’s 
third-graders sure didn't care. 
Download “Near Wild Heaven,” 
“Losing My Religion” 
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THE GUIDE [:7) TALOGUE 





CHECK IT OUT 


FABLES OF THE 
RECONSTRUCTION 


IMS. 1985 


oOo 


Aconcept album 
about the Civil 
War would be 

so classic rock, 
so R.E.M. chose 
the more obscure 
(thus cooler) 
period after the 
end of slavery in which to set their 
concept album. But these languid, 
mossy songs are more about the 
idea of memory and place than 

any specific moment in time. Stipe 
ruminates on an ex-girlfriend, 
untended foliage, old trains, 
outdated maps and other images of 
stasis not at all exclusive to Dixie. 
Download “Driver 8,” “Green Grow 
the Rushes” 








LIFE’S RICH PAGEANT 


IRS, 1986 


6000 


Buck called it 
their “Bryan 
‘Adams record” 
Maybe so, but 
John Mellen- 
camp producer 
Don Gehman 
= helped eraft the 
R.E.M. album with the most dust 
on its jean jacket. Stipe waxes meta- 
physical (“I Believe”) and political 
(“The Flowers of Guatemala”); 
a banjo gets rocked; they turn 
global-warming complaints and a 
*Gos-psychedelic nugget into hip 
hootenanny jams. On “Swan Swan 
i.” Stipe even pretends he's a tired 
Civil War vet—or maybe a slave or a 
carpetbagger. It’s hard to tell. 
Download “Fall on Me,” “Superman” 


NEW ADVENTURES IN HI-FI 


WARNER AROS, 1096 


ooo 











During a 1995 
show in Swit- 
zerland, at the 
height of their 
powers, Berry 
hada brain 
aneurysm. R.EM. 
bounced back 
from that near-death experience 

witha reflective album of spacey and 
mellow guitars, warm, spare 

and electronic ambience. Lyri 
evoke loss, motion and escape. 

Yet despite references to beloved 
deceased heroes from Jesus to 

‘T. Rex singer Marc Bolan, this 

t about life slipping away—just 
midlife stocktaking. 

Download “New Test Leper,” 
“Electrolite” 

















BE CAREFU 


GREEN 

WaRWER BROS, 988 

oo 
‘The dinky dance 
song “Stand” made 


their first Warner 
Bros. album a hit, 
and geopolitical 
punditry lik 
“Orange Crush” 
established Stipe 
one of rock’s premier smart guys. 
adly, it also features his corniest 
moment, “The Wrong Child,” in 
which he condescendingly sings in 
the voice of a disabled kid, keening, 
“Tm not supposed to be like this!” 
Download “Get Up” 


ANDI FEEL FINE...: 














LR.S, YEARS 1982-1987 
(asics, 2006 
ooo 
‘The songs on 
disc one are 


almost uniformly 
awesome, but 

the jumbled 
sequencing of their 
pre-fame years 
obscures the 
natural progression from big band 

on campus to superstars. The second 
disc is just-OK curios. 

Download “Sitting Stil” 


DEAD LETTER OFFICE 


IRS, 1987 








This stopgap of 
B-sides (including 
passable covers 

of Aerosmith and 
the Velvet Under- 
ground) shows 
that at the time, 
R.E.M. could sell 
anything to obsessed fans. It usefully 
adds 1982's transcendent Chronic 
Town EP, where Buck’s Southern- 
gothic strum is as eerie as the blasé 
gargoyle on the record jacket. 
Download “Wolves, Lower” 








AROUND THE SUN 
Wane 0S, 208 
oo 
| “Who died and 
mee | lifted you up to 


| perfection?” Stipe 
sings, lunging at 
George Bush on 
an election-year 
CD he promised 
would be their 
most political, Despite the sturdy 
songs and spry singing, the senti- 
ments are only vaguely recriminating. 
Clarity just isn’t R-E.MLs best look, 
Download “Leaving New York” 








FOR FANS ONL 
UP 


WARNER BROS. 1998 


oo 


When Bill Berry 
quit the band to 
tend a Georgia 
farm, R.E.M. lost, 
| the guts ofthe 


group. Here they 
drift into el 


‘tronica haziness 
ecord that made their ‘80s work 
sound overt. These intentionally 
slow, soft-focus ballads feel especially 
ungrounded: Lyrical transcriptions 
in the CD jacket (an R.E.M. first) 
won't help even the most avid Stipe 
Studies major to get a sense of what 
he means by, for instance, “I'll be 
pounce pony’ 
Download “Daysieeper” 


REVEAL 


WARNER BROS. 200) 























Fleshier and 

sunnier than Up, 
ith the summery 

“Imitation of Life” 

. providing their 

Z. Eli most beautiful 
tama moment in years, 

the first release 

of their second decade is a varied 

album of dappled love songs. They 

nod to soul music, ‘60s folk and 

the Beach Boys, but it feels less like 

a band working out the contours 

ofa new sound than Stipe trying on 

different costumes. By this point, 

even many longtime fans had lost 

the plot. 

Download “Imitation of Life” 


R.E.M. LIVE 


WaRWER BROS, 2007 


(luallail 




















‘The Internet is 
teeming with 
top-shelf R.E.M. 
concerts (Athens 
"83! Seattle '84!), 
so there's no need 
to buy this two- 
disc/one-DVD 
package, recorded in Dublin in 
2005. After years of ornate studio 
experimentation that felt studied 
and lax, it’s heartening to hear 
them rock as a unit. Sadly, there's 
some flabbiness, too—like being 
forced to watch your couch-jockey 
uncle try out the Bowflex he got for 
Christmas. A great drunken-crowd 
sing-along during “Man on the 
Moon,’ though, proves that even 

at their snooziest, they can still 
inspire reverie. 

Download “Man on the Moon” 

















FURTHER 
LISTENING 


IN TIME: THE BEST OF 
R.E.M. 1988-2003 
wen seas, 2008 
6000 

R-E.M. throw curve 
balls even on their 
greatest-hits record: 
‘This survey of thei 
first seven Warner 
Bros, albums point- 
edly omits “Shiny 
Happy People” but 
includes “All the 
Right Friends,” a song 
from their scrappy 
pre-Murmur day 
‘The rest culls salient 
songs from hard-to- 
follow recent albums, 
covering up the band’s 
drop-off in quality. 
Download “Bad Day,” 
“At My Most Beautiful” 



























ATHENS, GA— 
INSIDE/OUT 
SOUNDTRACK 

McA 1980, 

ooo 

This soundtrack toa 
documentary about 
the thriving Athens 
music scene features 
M. doing an 
oustic version of the 
Everly Brothers’ “All L 
Have to Do Is Dream,” 
plus other local heroes 
including deadpan 
groove-band greats 
Pylon. The movie 

a hoot, too: Buck is 
interviewed on hi: 
front porch, drinking 
abeer in his bathrobe. 
Download “All| Have 
to Do Is Dream” 


FURTHER 
READING 


MURMUR (33 1/3) 
BY J. NIIMI 
CONTINUUM, 2005 


600 


R.E.M. have one of 
ck’s more overedu- 
cated fan bases, but 
none of those brain- 
iacs ever managed 
to pen their heroes 

a worthy biography. 





















Niimis intellectually 
ambitious pocket 





album's recording with 
an incisive reading of 
Stipe’s cryptic lyrics. 
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Maxim Bungalows. The Dominican 
Republic’s newest luxury resort, 
offers Maxim readers the ultimate 




































escape to paradise. 


From private concierge service and luxury 

suite accommodations to fine dining at 

ultra-chic restaurant Social and a 
world-class spa, Maxim Bungalows 
offers a VIP experience only Maxim 
can provide. 


Exclusive offer for Maxim readers* 

* Four nights’ accommodation 

* Round trip VIP airport transportation 

* $250 gift certificate toward spa 
treatments and services at our 
new 17,000-square-foot spa and 
Maxim Barbershop 

* Total Cost: $1,299 U.S. per couple 


To take advantage of this exclusive offer, 
contact our reservations experts at 
maximreservations@maximbungalows.com 
or call 866-970-3364 and request the 
Four Night Escape Package. 


MAXIM 


BUNGALOWS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


www.maximbungalows.com/maxim 
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| AM LED-GEND 


Three decades after they called it quits, the awesomest rock band ever can still bring the thunder 


LED ZEPPELIN 


02 ARENA, LONDON 
DECEMBER 10, 2007 BOO 











JASON BONHAM Is so pumped, he may 
plode. Led Zeppelin have barely taken 
the stage and he’s all over “Good Times Bad 
Times’ likea rash. If he doesn’t hold back, 
Led Zeppelin’ religiously anticipated, two- 
and-a-half-hour reunion set will finish a 
halfhour 

‘Twenty-seven years ago, his drumming, 
father, John, the band’s imperious heart- 
beat, asphyxiated on his own vomit, ending 
the band’s 12-year reign. But the elderly gen- 
tlemen accompanying Jason tonight have 
another ghost to lay to rest: the memory of 
two previous Zeppelin reunions—Live Aid 
in 1985 and an Atlantic Records anniversa- 
ry hootenanny in’88—that loom large in the 
annals of rock-reunion suckiness. 

Some baby boomers (Neil Young, for 
instance) were born to grow old. The ever- 
preening, all-shagging Led Zeppelin were 
































not. And though Robert Plant, in his 60th 
year, looks more golden retriever than gold- 
engod, they wear their ages well. John. Paul 
imand leathery. 
long coatand s} 
‘dhe once imagined himself. 

r six weeks of rumored squabbling, 
look relaxed. In their youth, Zep were 
aparadox: arrogant metal kings who gath- 
ered rock's serfdom in the shadow of their 
castle. As they reach pension age, there’sa 
sense they've drained the moata little; tick- 
ets were sold forlow pricesin an online lot- 
tery. Yet, even looser and less remote, sailing 
undera flag of goodwill (the showisatrib- 
ute to late Atlantic Records founder Ahmet 
Ertegun), the pressure remains intense. A 
prayer hovers above the 22,000 assembled 
inthi: hip-like arena: Please, God, let 
themnot becrud. 

Atthe start, omens are poor: “Good 
Times Bad Times,’ “Ramble On” and “Black 
Dog” are mushy and overexcited. But Zep 
hitastride within a few glowering bars of 
the saturnine “In My Time of Dying,’ and 













































Jimmy Page: 
“Youch! My 
rhoumat 





ion of “For Your Life,’ from 
NCE, SEXV remit foran 
unloved record, while “Trampled Under- 
foot,” steeped in Jones's quacking funk key 
isareminder of their alchemy of influences. 

And just when you're wondering what 
happened to the guys who made rock Satan- 
and dangerous, there's the blue sacre 
azed and Confu: allits poisoned 
glory, with Page whipping outa violin bow 
totorture his Les Paul. After “Stairway to 
Heaven’ (acollective gasp greets the sight of 
Page's double-necked guitar), Plant whoops, 
“Hey Ahmet, we did it!” And as the es 
odyssey “Kashmir” lifts to its ludic 
scendo, you wonder howitis that four men, 
ofany age, can make so much noise. Led 
Zeppelin have subsumed their planet-sized 
egos and lived up to their colossal rep. 

As the final notes of the inevitable “Rock 
and Roll” fade away, the big screen flashes 
live footage of Plant's rear end. Ignorant 
(one presumes) of the camera's attention, 
he massages his buttocks lovingly. What the 
hell, he’s earned it. Tony Power 
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IT’S ASMALL WORLD 


Three young brothers upstage a pop-concert gala 


Z100 JINGLE BALL 





MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, NEW YORK 





DECEMBER 14, 2007 OOO 





Ir’s nour Four hours into the Z100 Jingle 
Ball when Fall Out Boy lean into “This Ain't 





broken left foot—respondswith a quarter- 
salchow, Butthe furor isn’t about Fall Out 

Boy. Jonas Brothers have been spotted off 
stage, and they're on next. 

Theannual holiday concertthrown by 
New York’ dominant Top 40 radio station 
isanall-stars ‘k gala: the reigning 
American Idol, Jordin Sparks; Alicia Keys, 
who has this week’s No. 1 hit; Timbaland, 
the production genius who has owned the 
charts for twoyears. And the crowd greets 
ch luminary by 
‘ages. Genuine, 
only forbrief' 
between acts, showing the Jonases—the 




















atching up on their text 





Jonas Brothers: 
“Can anyono 

buy us beer after 
the show?” 


110 Blender:com 








shaggy-haired, sunken-chested lords of 
Radio Disney—romping on their tourbus. 
Otherwise, the crowd mostly seems 
unimpressed. Sparks’s catchy single “Tattoo” 
inspiresa sing-along. Avril Lavigne (resplen- 
dentin spangled skate-rat pants and 
matching hi-tops) whips things up with the 
cheer-punk thump of “Girlfriend” but loses 
the crowd with 2002's “Complicated,” which 
in the shelflife of radio may as well be an 
oldie. Backstreet Boys’ 15-minute set is ultra- 
smooth, but watching them croon “Every- 
body (Backstreet’s Back)” and labor through 
decade-old choreography isalmost unbear- 
ably poignant. Nobody in the building 
knows better than Backstreet how psyched 
Jonas Brothe1 —or hates them more. 
Comicreliefarrives in the hulking 
form of Timbaland, who launches into a 
izing monologue, introducing his 
old son (“Daddy loves you. And you 








































love Daddy”), unleashing Yogi Berra-worthy 
aphoris 'sbeenagreatyear forme 
these lasttwo years”) and, finally, pandering 








(“‘Twant to work with the Jonas Brothers”), 
Healso brings on his protégés OneRepublic, 





declaring, “I always wanted my 
nall dreams for such abig 
Finally it’s time for the main attraction. 
Nick, Joe and Kevin Jon: 18 and 












and wielding mild- 
lycatchy choruses of similar vintage. Their 
merely serviceable performance doe: 
playa whiffofnovelty: Previous teen pinups 
take on contemporary 
Brothers are the first ones 














sounds, but Jon 
to fetishize pops p: 
So how did they end up headlining abill 
crammed with hitmakers? They didit the 
Disney way. As the record industry contin- 
ues to crumble, the future may look like the 
Jonases: cute, multi-platformed and backed 
by the promotional muscle of The Mouse, 
They've been the opening act on the Han- 
nah Montana tour, and where she, the Chee- 
tah Girls and High School Musical all broke 
firston TV, the Jonases are huge even with- 
out the tube. ‘Thatwill soon change.“ “Besure 
tocheck outour new TV show,’ JoeJonas 
says to the night's biggest cheers. “It's coming, 
nextyear on the Disney Channel!” Jody Rosen 




































JONAS BROTHERS: AMY WHITEHOUSE 


No Membership 


REQUIRED. 


GET THE BENEFITS OF A GYM, 
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN HOME! 


The Bowflex® Home Gym delivers fast and easy total-body 
results. Compact enough to fit any workout 
space, it provides gym-quality exercises 4% 
whenever YOU want. Get tight abs, 
firm legs, scultped arms and a 
strong chest. Get the Bowflex” 
body you want... .in the comfort 
of your own home! 
































All this starting as low as 
$20 a month* — less than half 
the monthly dues of a 
typical gym membership! 
Get a real Bowflex” body. 
Get a Bowflex® home gym. 


TO REQUEST A FREE DVD 
OR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY. 
www.BowflexWeb.com 


The Bowflex Ultimate° 2 Home Gym Offers Exceptional Standard 
Features that can Transform Your Body in Just 20 Minutes a Day, 
3 Times a Week: 


© 310 Ibs. of resistance standard * Integrated squat station 
© Lat tower with angled lat bar Built-in rowing machine 
© Leg extension/leg curl attachment © 12-year limited warranty 


‘© No-change cable pulley system © 100% Satisfaction Guarantee’ 
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HALF-PIPE DREAMS 


Director Gus Van Sant's atmospheric skate-park drama captures what it’s like to be 16 


and airborne #, vavio rear 


GUS VAN SANT’s Paranoid Park (G61) is 
another of the director's gloriously ellipti- 
cal mood pieces: Chronology gets shuffled 
like a card deck, and atmosphere takes pre- 
cedence over narrative. The titlecomes from 
aPortland, Oregon, skate park, wherea typ- 
ically disaffected teen named Alex (Gabe 
Nevins) watches gutter punks and thu; 
show offtheir moves. One evening, asecur 
tyguard who works near the hangout falls— 
or is pushed—into the path of an oncoming 
train. Soon it becomes clear that Alex may 
know something about the incident. 

Though Paranoid Park doesn’t have 
quite the gravity of Van Sant’s abstract looks 
at Columbine (Elephant) and Kurt Cobain 
(Last Days), it’s filled with the same deep- 
thought existentialism and long takes that, 
even before death starts creeping in, give 
weight to a 16. oId’s everyday life. Van 
Sant recruited his young cast via MySpace 
postings, and the amateur actors help lend 
an air of mumbly-to-manic authenticity. 
Most of the film foc on Alex writing 
down his thoughts in a journal, skating 
around town with his buddies and putting 
up with his obnoxious girlfriend. 
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The result is the world’s ar 
teen flick—and it mostly works. The best 
parts of Paranoid Park nail that sense of 
free-floating longing associated with being 
a teen; you won't find a more poetic distil- 
lation of the desire to be one of the cool kids 
than a sequence featuring skateboarder 
sailing in slow-motion. When the story line 
eventually ki in and the film turns into 
yet another parable of lost innocence, the 
mor mpact lessens. Butstyledoestrump 
substance for once. What the film lacks in 
drive it makes up for with a woozy approxi- 
mation of adolescence that feels all too real. 

Elsewhere in American indie-dom, 
moviemakers seem to have tired (for now) 
of the Pulp Fiction ideal of stone-cold kill- 
ers conversing about cheeseburgers. Into 
the void steps an Anglo-Irish filmmaker, 
the playwright Martin McDonagh, with 
his feature debut, In Bruges (966', ). It fol- 
lows two foulmouthed Irish hit men, played 
by Brendan Gleeson and Colin Farrell, who 
lay low in Belgium after a job, awaiting fur- 
ther instructions. Something went horribly 
wrong on the du t gig, so ifyou guessed. 
that their new orders include one killing the 









































{In the hood: 
Paranoid Park star 
Gabe Nevins. 





other, congratulations! But writer-direc- 
tor McDonagh makes the story fresh and 





fun—it’s not often you see a stoned dwarf’ 


a 






THE EXCITED-O-METER 


We haven't seen em yet .. and we're not even 
‘sure we want to 





JUMPER 
HAYDEN CHRISTENSEN plays a guy who 
can teleport anywhere. We predict: the sci-fi 
hit of the season, 


10,000 BC a 


Looks like it could be the next 300-style 
blockbuster. But when was the last time you 
saw a good caveman movie? 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
JIM CARREY does another Dr. Seuss film. If 
you sat through his live-action Grinch movie, 
you'll understand why we're dreading this, 


V 











PARANOID PARK: SCOTT GREEN; JUMPER: MICHAEL GIBSON/20TH CENTURY FOX: 1,000 BC WARNER BROS. PICTURES; HORTON HEARS A WHO! BLUE SKY STUDIOS. 
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get karate-chopped—and also manag- 
es, somehow, to get a great performance 
out of the usually screen-smug Farrell. 
Brugesendswithapredictableshowdown 
between morally conflicted murderers, 
but McDonagh’s mordant wit and effec- 
tiveuse ofhis cast make up foranyclimac- 
tic cop-out: 
Besides, there are worse things than 
a film that loses steam during its last 
lap—like one that completely squan- 
ders its only ace in the hole. Drillbit Taylor 
(Op) ci Owen Wilson as a homeles: 
guy who gets hired to protect three high 
school iibernerds from the campus bul- 
ly, It's bad enough that the movie comes 
across as a lame Superbad rip-off (hey, 
it’s an aggressive fat kid bickering with a 
neurotic romantic, and they havea whiny 
runt sidekick!), But to expect Wilson's 
nice-guy charm to carry the bulk of the 
jok , and then give him nothing to do but 
eact to clichéd teens, is a serious waste of 
talent. Ifthe filmmakers justneeded a foil 
for potty-mouthed kids, why didn’t they 
hire Pauly Shore? 
It’s not just the big-budget, written- 
y-committee Hollywood pictures that 
are guilty of wasting talent, either, Zak 
Penn's indie flick The Grand (©) is a 
largely improvised mockumentary about 
apoker tournament, starring David Cr 
Woody Harrelson and former SNL cast 
member Chris Parnell. Few topics are a 
ripe for parody as the professional poker 
circuit, soyou'd think that letting atalent- 
ed group of comedians skewer the ridic- 
ulous culture of card players would be a 
sure thing. But the movie never lets them 
cut loose; maybe there's a brilliant satire 
somewhere on the cutting-room floor, 
butit’s sure not up there on the screen. 
Lastly, let’s have a moment of silence 
for Winona Ryder’s career, Here is an 
tress who once had her pick of proj- 
ects; now she’s been reduced to doing 
movies like Sex and Death (01 (), a dark 
romantic comedy about a cad (Simon 
Baker) who gets a mysterious e-mail 
naming all the women he'll nail in the 
near future. Cue a montage of this shal- 
low a-hole indulging in a nonstop fucl 
athon that’s supposed to pass for charm- 
ing. Ryder plays a goth named Death 
Nell who kills misogy: if only her 
character had gotten to writer-director 
Daniel Waters first, preventinghim from 
ever penning this offensively sexist trash. 
Waters was the guy who wrote the bril- 
liant black comedy Heathers, the film 
that made Ryder a big name way back 
in 1989, so maybe she was returning 
the favor. She hasn't demonstrated such 
poor judgment since she decided shop- 
lifting at Saks Fifth Avenue might be a 
fun way to spend an afternoon. 
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Missed them in the 
theater? Catch them 


INTO THE WILD 
Director Sean Penn's 
doting tribute to a 
real-life nature boy. 


THE DARJEELING 
LIMITED 

Three brothers bond 
in India. Quirky but 
heartfelt. 











MUSIC DVDS 








SCREEN SPIRIT 


Kurt's tragicomic life, in his own words sy RYAN DOMBAL 


KURT COBAIN: ABOUT A SON 


(SHOUT! FACTORY) 


6060 


WHILE SOME HOLLYWOOp ha is away on the inevitable Kurt 
Cobain Oscar-baitbiopic, director AJ Schnack comes through with 
afilm that matches Cobain’s contrary nd emotional dir 
ness. About a Son is the story of Cobain as told by the man him- 
self, through aseries of recorded interviews with journalist Michael 
Azerrad conducted about a year before the Nirvana frontman’s 
April 1994 suicide. Accompanying Cobain’s commentary 
times funny (hetells ofincluding used condomsin packages 
nasentto potential record labels), often tragic (repeated mentions 


some- 


of drug abuse and suicide)—are moody shots of the Washington 
pate towns w arene spent most of h 


About a Son suc~ 
cal blowhard mythmaking in favor of an 
inating human being. 


Cobain (right): 
“Wheoee!™ 














LAST GOOD 
MOVIE YOU SAW? 


JAMES BLUNT 


“JUNO. The lead actress 
has huge potential. She 
seems so young, but 
she commanded that 
film. I's a very sweet 
movie with a dark sense 
of humor and a lot of 
sarcasm.” 














THE BEST OF THE REST 

DISPATCH INSIDE THE SMITHS HIPHOP TIME 
ZIMBABWE—LIVE (na sTaeer Fs) CAPSULE: THE BEST 
‘AT MADISON OO! OF RETV—1994 
SQUARE GARDEN Based on the reminis- (avo VisuAL) 

(BOMBER RECORDS) cences of b ist Andy oo 

oO Rourke and drummer —_A bountiful year for 





Mike Joyce, this cheap, 
hour-long doc is aimed 
squarely at the Meat 

Is Murder-button- of Snoop Dogg. This 
aring crowd. “Ididn'tslapped-together 
into tribute features banal 


hip-hop, 199: 
debuts from Nas and 
Biggie and the rise 


Unsigned Boston 
am band Dispatch 
shocked many when 

they sold out three 
charity reunion shows we 
atthe country’s most really want 
famous arena last the world of Morrissey,” _ interviews and a slew 
summer. Less surpris- admits Joyce of his time _ of videos readily avail- 
ingis the staleness of _in the Smiths. It's a able on YouTube. But 
the group's reggae- telling summation the vintage live footage 
lite tunes: These brahs of the DVD, which of Method Man and L.A. 
make Dave Matthews heavy on nostalgia and rappers the Phar 
sound dangerous. light on insight. deems the dis 
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MOTOR CITY 
MADNESS 


Live out your fast-and-furious fantasies with this 
urban-racing game (sy use coan ) 


BURNOUT PARADISE 


XBOX 360, PS 


Sooo, 














Set in the fictional metropolis of Paradise City— 
where the grass is green, but there are no girls, 
pretty or otherwise—Burnout Paradise is the fifth 
game in EA's hit automotive-action franchise. 
While popular racing series like Gran Turismo 
and Ridge Racer specialize in reproducing souped-up vehicles 
in stunning detail and running them on beautiful but soulless 
tracks, the Burnout games have always been built around I 


MAXIMUM 


OVERDRIVE! 








ing, breathing cities, where every intersection offers plenty of 


choices—left, right or straight into a wall. 

Burnout Paradise breaks new ground for the series: Instead 
of unlocking sections of the city piece by piece, as in previous 
installments, the entire urban landscape is available from the 
start. But Paradise’s open-ended nature can also work against 
it, forcing drivers to seek out the action rather than having it 
thrust upon them. Not that getting into a race is very difficult— 
just pull up to astoplight, rev your engine to challenge another 
motorist and put the pedal to the metal. 

The real fun happens online, where up to eight drivers can 
race through the streets or compete to catch the most air in 
Dukes of Hazzard-worthy stunts, And if you and your racing 
opponents set up your consoles’ Web cams, you can enjoy the 
game's most memorable feature: Force someone els\ ar to 
crash, and the cam snaps an agony-of-defeat “mug shot” of the 
unlucky victim for your viewing pleasure. 
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NFL TOUR DEVIL MAY CRY 4 
EASPORTS; XBOX 360, PSS CAPCOM; XBOX 360, PSD, PC 

Soo, SO, 

Not everyone wants to read This anime hack-and-slasher stars 








through Madden } 
instruction manual j 
some football. For the 
attention-span set, the 
Tour, which requires bas 
mashing skills to throw, 
pull off some cartoonish acrobat- 
ics in the course of games that last 
15 minutes each. Unfortunatel 
the rap-and-rock soundtracl 
can't drown out ESPN talking 
head Trey Wingo's too-quirky 
commentary. 


FRONTLINES: 
FUEL OF WAR 


's 60-page 








¢ button- 














two demon-killing! who 
take their style cues from the 
Harajuku set. Players use a combo 
of swords, guns and a “devil 
bringer"—a special weapon that 
latches onto targets and pulls them 























y the incred- 
ecture), but its 

tive action sequences turn 

slaying demons into a chore. 


DARK SECTOR 


D3; XBOX 360, 


ooo 








THQ: XBOX 360, PS3, PC 
G0o% 


Think gas prices are bad now 
Imagine a near future in which 
the world has split into two 
warring factions, fighting over 

the few barrels of crude left in the 
Middle East. Frontlines pits the 
Western Coalition (us) against 
the Red Star Alliance (them) 

in a first-person shooter that 
successfully combines the intense 
desert firefights of Call of Duty 4 
with the wide-open environments 
of the Battlefield series. 














While on a mission, black-ops CIA 
agent Hayden Tenno gets infected 
with a top-secret virus 
down with a nasty case of mutant 
arm, meaning his right hand has 
become a metallic bio-weapon that 
can shoot spinning boomerang- 

le blades. (Sure beats Mont 
ma’s revenge.) Taking the emphasis 
off guns—enemy weapons have 

DNA scanners that prevent unau- 
thorized use, so you can't fire most 
of them—gives this otherwi 
standard third-person action game 
afresh spin. 
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NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ENTERTAINMENT 
INVITES YOU TO 


EXPERIENCE VERTIGO. 





A Best Buy” Presentation. 


Experience the future of technology and entertainment with U2 3D, the first-ever, live-action 3D 






digital film, filmed during U2’s Vertigo Tour. In select IMAX° 3D and Digital 3D Movie Theaters only. 


For tickets and theater locations, go to www.U23Dmovie.com 


S- NONTAS .BEST 
# SALTY GEOGRAPHIC 


ra 
E381 ©2008 es By. l Rigs Reseed ES BUY he BEST BUY oo end ih og design trademarks of Best Buy Enters Serves In 2008 12 Limited. Al rights reserved. National Geographic and the 
Zoe elon Bore gore aden ofthe National Geographic Sci, Used with permision. © 2008 Say Digital LLC Al rights reserved. IMAX 3D@ is registered trademark of IMAX Corporation. 
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The #1 Downloadable Clip Site On The Net!! 3 

DOWNLOAD |. | 

| OVER 1 MILLION | NOW! 
HIGH QUALITY | ENTER 

Nv if | ADULT & FETISH | MAXIM’S 


¢ 
\Y 
XY 





CLIPS! HOMETOWN 


www.clips4sale.com 


_— 


ne Fun 
FW ININ: 





See more of Nurse Kelli, 
plus our complete line of 
dress up couture and 
instruments of pleasure 


at liberator.com 








Sex As Often As You Want, 
For As Long As You Want, 


Any Time You Want... 










Free 
we? sXoy ha (=h4 


again, then Paravol™ can help provide you with the dynamic & 
sexual performance you are craving. 


If you're sexual performance isn't resulting in a rewarding and 
intense intimate experience for you and your partner again and 


Now, Any Time Is The Right Time. 

Paravol” provides an instantaneous boost to your sex drive that 
you can feel, while affording you the ability to enjoy repeated, 
multiple thrilling sexual performances - no matter age or physical 
condition. 


Don’t Take Any Sex Pill Until You Try 
Paravol. 

Don't ever settle again for pills that just don't work. Paravol is a 
“Designer” dual action formula that dramatically raises natural 
testosterone levels while providing you with stallion like firmness 


and stamina 


If Your Sex Life Is Not All You Want It To 
Be And Not All She Wants It To Be, Read 
On! 

itis significantly essential for men to understand the fact that the Experience Paravol’s 


amount of sexual stamina one possesses may considerably affect Clinical Effectiveness: 


their ability to perform sexually and their capacity to please their 
partner. Launch yourself into new unexplored levels of vigorous e Enhanced Desire and Libido 


sexual performance and stamina with 
¢ More Sexual Pleasure For You & 
Your Partner 


¢ Significantly Increased Levels Of 
Testosterone 

e Repeat Performances & Multiple 
Climaxes 

¢ Dramatically Improved Stamina & 

Hardness 


Try It Risk Free. Call Toll-Free 


The creators of Paravol are so 





Paravol. 


Failure to last long enough or perform up 
to expectations? Not a chance. Paravol 
will give you the sexual stamina and 
endurance of a marathoner, every time. 
Worried about recovery times — Not with 
Paravol; you'll be ready to go again and 
again within minutes. In fact, we guaran- 
tee your partner will wear down long 
before the Paravol effect wears off. 





sure you will enjoy a new- 


found level of passion and inti. © AT: 8 8 8 = 2 1 1 = 8 0) 1 8 


macy from Paravol that they | E LiveWell. | 
rorYor Fee Bottle..,, 


let you try it for FREE! 
You need to hurry—this offer is for a lirrited time only! 





‘These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not meant to 
diagnose or treat any disease. 











“It's way less money 
than laser procedures.” 


~Chad 


R RESULTS: 
AL OST 
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These resul its may Vat 


resul 








“| can't get a ‘T. Effortless, FORGET IT. Before you 
job with this tattoo!” “I did itona  laser-free and in your own home, know it, your tattoo will be a 
whim!” “It’s ugly!” Whatever the Doc Wilson’s Wrecking Balm® thing of the past. This ground- 
Teason for your “tattoo regret” the Tattoo Fade System will help fade breaking system goes deep 
reality is that you want your tattoo ‘the appearance of your tattoo... into the skin to target the ink 
gone. But how? guaranteed or your money back*. and fade it into. oblivion! 


These results not typical. Individual results may vary, 


Shipping and handling nonrefundable, 60-day money-back guarantee. The WreckingBalm System includes DemoMatic™ with Erosion Head™, 
Bufusion’ Gel, DemoBrasion™ Spray, HydraVescent™ Cream, Branding Butter™ Concealer, customer service, and a 60-day money-back Guarantee 
For more information, log on to www.WreckingBalm.com 
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Caravan.com 


GET HER TO SAY YES 


Invite her to vacation with you in Costa 
Rica. Caravan makes it easy & affordable. 
Explore rainforests, beaches & volcanoes. 
Includes all meals, activities, hotels, airport 
transfers & transportation within Costa 
Rica. 10 day tour, only $995 per person. 
800-Caravan (800.227.2826) Caravan.com 








AKES GLASS INVISIBLE 


sible Glass was developed with 2 simple 
ectives: superior cleaning power & 
Jisible" clarity. Compared to ordinary “blue 
er” glass cleaners, you'll immediately see 
v quickly it removes even the most difficult 
ne, making glass virtually disappear! Check 
site for tips, testimonials, prizes & more. 
0.227.5538 InvisibleGlass.com 


LIMITED EDITICN TEES 


An alternative to the mass marketed shirts 
found in every megastore and shopping mall. 
Limited print runs of 75 to 450 on most de- 
signs. Made in America on the finest t-shirts 
known to man. Express your individuality! 
EndangeredWearcom 





THE REVOLUTIONARY 
SELF-IGNITING PIPE 


The SOLOPIPE is a high quality, easy to 

use tobacco pipe with a built-in refillable, 
adjustable flame butane lighter. It has a 
sliding bowl cover great for traveling, and is 
now available in 3 colors: Black Steele, 
Candy Copper and Classic Chrome. 
SoloPipe.com 


SCORT RADAR LASER EXPERTS 


\e all-new PASSPORT 9500i redefines 

at a great radar & laser detector should 
Provides the longest possible warning 
jainst every known threat & does it without 
ise alarms. Forget that old noisy detector 
experience the new PASSPORT 9500i. Call 
r the ultimate in radar & laser detection. 
56.357.2699 (Dept. BLNDER) 








ULTIMATE FREEDOM 
AFTER SHOES ™ 


YogaToes ® - your ultimate freedom after hours 
in shoes. Exercise foot muscles while you relax. 
YogaToes®@ patented design stretches and 
separates toes. Helps improve & prevent many 
foot problems. Within minutes, your feet feel 
soothed and refreshed. Soft, flexible & hypo- 
allergenic. Save with coupon code: BL73. 
877.964.2776 YogaPro.com 


UFF-DADDY CUFFLINKS 

oking for funny, elegant or unique 

sfflinks? Need to “hook up” your wedding 

arty or business function? Come see our 

uge inventory of hip cufflinks that ship 

yday in chrome gift boxes. You'll love our 
atisfaction guarantee! 10% off with 

iscount code: Blender | 
88,808.9944 Cuff-Daddy.com 

















MADE ‘N DADE 
ENERGY DRINK. 
JULIAN TIZOL DESIGN. 
BZMSODAS.COM 








INHALE THE FUTURE 


New Air2 Vapir™ Magnetic Filtration system 
utilizes patented technology to allow you to 
enjoy your cigarette without changing the 
flavor or consistency. independent lab studies 
have proven an average reduction of 42% 

of harmful Tars, Nicotine & Water combined! 
Only $9.99. 
800.841.1022 Vapircom 





is 
LIMITED EDITION TEES 


Rock? Pop? Hip Hop? Indie stuff? It doesn’t 
matter what you listen to, you probably wear 
clothes. (Tough luck, nudists!) If you do cover 
your bits and pieces, do it with awesome tees, 
hoodies, accessories and other rad stuff on 
our website! 10% off with discount code: 
NOTNAKED. 


| 888.RADTEES GoodieTwoSleeves.com 





RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 
LYRICS T-SHIRT 


Created using the lyrics from Rock & Roll 
classics by bands such as Lynyrd Skynyrd, 
Kiss, Steppenwolf & Rage Against The 
Machine, our lyric t-shirts make the perfect 
Gift! This shirt is created out of the lyrics to 
“Renegades of Funk.” 

LAPopArt.com 
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HE'S PART WOODY ALLEN, PART RICHARD-PRYOR AND A WHOLE LOT OF PRINCE. BUT DOES HE 
EVEN KNOW WHAT DAY OF THE WEEK 17-4? LET'S €IND OUT ... 


Why did you draw yourself wearing a 
LET LOVE RULE T-shirt? That was the 
title of your first album, back in 1989, 
It’ still the most important idea, you 
know: ry simple, butas a 
global community right now, wee 
on a wayelength that likes greed 
and power and ego. 


So, it's Friday night at (1PM. .. 














No, right now it's Monday, alittle 
after 6, 


Oh. 





But on atypical Friday at It, what are 
you doing? 

It’s early, so I'm probably at the 
studio in Times Square. I come out 
about-2 of.) 


and go. down the 





120 Blender.com 


WHO DOES 


brain: By thetime I'm getting into 
bed,the sun's starting to coméup. 
If woxdrug tested you, what would 
‘we find? 

Nothing, Some red wine and 
tequila, but that’s it. 





C'mon, Lenny. 's no secret that yo 
Usedto smoke a lot of weed-Pd~ 
smoke an ounce in two day 


high fromage) untill was: 


What changed? 
One day in Australia, I woke up and 
didn't want it anymore. God just 
said, I’m pulling you out of this. 
Tdidn't touch alcohol—that’s why T 
was a pothead, I drank Manischewitz 
Wine at a Hanukkah party on Staten 
Island when I was 7and threw up 
allover the house. I was in bed fora 
week. Then when I started to tour, 












fas 








“When GIRLS WOULD FIND THEIR WAY 





THINK HE 1S? 


By ROB TANNENBAUM Photograph by CHRIS BUCK 


Tlearned ahout Chitteau Lafitte 
and Cheval Blane. I was like, “Oh, 
wine can be good!” 

What do you spend too much 
money on? - . 

Real estate. I Kaye five houses 
right now: Paris, Brazil, Miami, 
New Orleans, Ney York. Oh; ~ 
and Bahamas—six. 





What's the worst job you've ever had? 
Iworked ata fish markebin LA, 
gutting and frying fish, I stank for 
about eight months. But I was living 
out of my car, afidmy-grandmother 
taught me, Worle where you can get 
some food. That was some old-school 
black survival advice. 





What ethnic stereotype do you 
live up to? 


T'mJewishand black, so both. 


-FCOULDN'T DO IT,” 


Woody Allen one minute, Richard 
Pryor the next, 


Ever model yourself o 
Prince—when Iwas in high school, 
I straightened my hair, and | wore 
the look he had back in1980: black 
tuxedo coat, white shirt with the 
button ruffles, But not the panties. 


meone else? 











How would you characterize your 
taste in sex? 

Passionate, Deep.‘To meit’s a 
spiritual thing, When gitls would 
find their way into my hotel room 
and offer sex, Lcoulda't do it, 





How many people have you 
truly loved? 

Lots, Maybe a hundred {lovey 
Til always love you, Doesn't mean 
Tingonnabe aroundyou, but {can't 
discard it. Loveisetemal forme: te 
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DISCOUNT VOUCHER 


YOU SAVE 


BLENDER EXTRAS: S499 88% 


C2 18 issues for just $10.00 — only 55¢ an issue! 


DON’T MISS OUT 
ON THESE 






































* Exclusive Interviews 
with Superstars 

Reviews on both new fe naa 
and old releases 

¢ Lists of The Most Wanted Songs 
and The Hottest Downloads 
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C1 Or, get 36 issues for just $19.97 - only 55¢ an issue! 
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* Money Back Guarantee 
















YOU SAVE 


88% 


18 issues for just $10.00 — only 55¢ an issue! 
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www.blender.com | 
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WANTINGS OGET MORE OUTOFLIFE 
IS STRONG. , 


GETTINGT HEM MOST OUT OF LIFE 
IS ARMY STRO News 


Sy There's stone Therithere's Gry Strong. 
r a The strength that comes from @xpert training in one of over Ve 
‘ 150 aitrerenggareer fields—as well as money for college. y SF 
$y Find out how to clit it at goarmy.com/strong. (Us.aRMY) 7 


i A Special Spersteta peck! Heleontet crew = uss ou ‘epares the aircraft over 4 dropizone before a jump. ARMY STRONG. 
92007 Paid foriy the Unitec states Arm o 
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veri7Onwireless 


TOUCH DOES SO MUCH MORE 
ON AMERICA’S MOST RELIABLE 
WIRELESS NETWORK. 
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Introducing the Voyager™ and the Venus.” 
By LG. Exclusively from Verizon Wireless, 


—_ Voyager™ 
vag Venus™ 
Sleek, responsive touchscreen. 


QWERTY keyboard. V CAST Music, 
Video, Mobile TV and GPS 
Navigation ready. 


Stylish touchscreen. 
Slide-out keypad. 
True digital camera user interface. 





Voyager" is.a trademark of Plantronics, ne, used tndler license by Verizon Wireless. 
Subject to Customer Agmt & Calling Plan. V CAST & VZ Navigator: Addl charges required. ‘, . x 
Coverage not available everywhere. Screen images simulated, verizonwireless.com/next 


